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peculiar Position— Its Rivers — Its Second Grand Division — Persia its Type as to 
Structure and Appearance — Italy as to Climate, Soil, and Productions — Valleys 
of the Sacramento and San Joaquim — Contrast, between the Fast and Present 
Aspect of the Country — Whnt Vancouver and Humboldt found it — Its Property 
under the Missions — Its Productions under rbeir PIstablishment — The Rivers 
Sacramento and San Joaquim— The Tributaries of those Rivers — Fremont’s De- 
scription of the Bay of San Francisco and adjoining Country — Its Size — Mount 
Diavofb — Chrysopylie — Valleys of Sau Jos^ afid San Juan — Cuestos de los Gatos 
— Quirksilver Mines— Mission of Santa Clara — Strait of Carquincs connects San 
Pablo and Suisoon Bays — Sonoma — California compared with Italy — Its unique 
Advantages and favourable Geographical Position — Some of Colonel Fren'Sont’s 
Opinions combated — The Influences of high Behests on Authors. 

The great majority of the reading public labour under the 
erroneous impression, that the celebrated region of Cali- 
fornia is confined between the ranges of the Sierra Nevada 
and tlie coast range mountains, geographically speaking, 
whereas it is bounded on tlie north by Oregon, the forty- 
second degree of north latitude being the boundary line 
between the two territories; on the east by the Rocky 
Mountains and the Sierra de los Mimbres, a continuation 
of the same range; on the south by Sonora and Old or 
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and on the west by the Pacific Ocean, 
is seven hundred miles, and its breadth 
«IoS9 iqgiM fifUDti hundred miles, comprising an ar<^ of four 
square miles; but only a comparatively 
ot this extensive territorj? i^.,fertile or lit for 
setwm^nt, a mere fraction of that part lying in the Great 
Interior Basin, betwijen the liacky Mountains and tlie 
Sierra Nevada, being anything better than arid sand deserts, 
covered with artemisia, and wholly incapable of cultivation 
or reclamation; and the border between the coast range 
and the ocean being also for the most jiart uninviting to the 
emigrant, except one avIio sits down in (jucst of minerals: 
so Unit I may say California, proj>erly speaking, is conlineil 
to the valleys of Uie Sacramento and the San eJoaquim, 
lying between the west think of the Sierra Nevada and the 
eastern base of the coast range of mountains. 

In the Great Ihisin, the j>riiicipal rivers ai e Little and 
Big Sandy, allluents of Green lliver; the l lumboldt, known 
to trappers as Mary s Iliver, which, rising near tlie Utah 
range, loses itself in a lake of its own formation; the Kio 
Colorado or Ked liivor, which has a course of one thousand 
miles, emptying into the Gulf of Califoniia, and having for 
its northern tributaries Green and Grand Rivers, both of 
considerable ^volume, rising in the Rocky Mountains; and 
Sevier, Virgin, and CilR Rivers, which it receives near its 
mouth. The inhospitable region through which the Colo- 
rado flows has not been even partially explored, and little 
is known about the river save from the vague nan*ativos of 
adventurous trappers wl;io have penetrated to its banks in 
pursuit of beaver, and describe it as unfit for navigable 
purposes, from Uie extreme x’apidity of its current and the 
stupendous falls and caflons it passes in its course, running 
for several miles at a time in a series of roaring cataracts, 
so deep between the peqiendicuiar cliffs of mountain pre- 
‘Cipices, that even the white foam of its waters is only dimly 
diiscemible in the gloomy chasms, while its thundering 
voice is heard for days’ journeys over the ccholess ivastes 
of the surrounding deserts. . 

Curiosity or science may at some future time stimulate 
private individuals, or those in the employ of government, 
to trace and describe it minutely; but from the nature of 
the tracts in which ife channel lies, its w^atere, even if navi- 
gable, tould not be lendered subservient to useful or civiliz- 
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iug ends. Tlie U tah and Timpanagos dtschafgo thonatSdWes 
into the Utah Lakes on the east, after g^eiing 
copious sti«ams in the adjoining parts of ^eh^Satcfa 
and Timpanagos Mountains. Nie^ettBiver, rising south, 
in tlie iong range of the Wah-Sateh iVIouiitains, falls into 
a lake of its own name, after making an arable valley of 
two bufudred miles in length tlirongh a moimtainous coun- 
try. Salmon-trout Biver, rising in the west; ninning down 
from the ♦Sioria Nevada, falls into Pyramid Lake after a 
course of about one hundred miles from its source; one- 
third of tlie valley is a pine-timbored country, and for the 
remainder of its course the river runs dirough very rocky 
naked ridges. It is remarkable for the abundance and 
excellence of its salmon-ti'out, and presents some good 
ground for cultivation. Walker Kiver, a clear, handsome 
stream, nearly one hundred miles long, coming, like the 
preceding, down the eastern Hank of the Sierra Nevada, 
fonns a lake of its own nluir its base: it also contains 
salmon-trout, and fonus some bottoms of good arable land. 
Owen Biver, issuing from the Sierra Nevada on tlie south, 
is a large and bold stream, about one hundred and twenty 
miles long, gathering its waters in the Hierra Nevada, and, 
flowing to the southwmd, fonns a laJce about tifteen miles 
long at tlie base of the moimtain. At a medium stage it 
is four or five feet deep: in ])laces fifteen. Its banks are 
wooded witJi wnllow and cotton-wood, aud it makes con- 
tinuous bottoms of fertile land, n'luiered marshy at inter- 
vals by springs and small affluents from the mountains. 
The water of the lake in wdiich it terminates has an un- 
pleasant smell and bad taste, but around its shores are 
found small streams of pure water, and good grass. The 
only lakes of tiie Great Basin, (ixcept tiiose that consti- 
tute the sinks of their I'espective rivers, are Salt, Utah, and 
Pyramid Lakes, which latter takes its name front a very 
high pyramidical island in its centre. 

“West of the Sierm Nevada (I (juote from Colonel Fre- 
mont), and between tliat mountain and the sea, is the 
second grand division of California, and the only port to 
which file name capplies, in the current language of the 
ccnmtry. It is "tlie occupied and inhabited part, and so 
different in character, so divided by the mountain wall of 
the Sieira from the Great Basin above, as to constitute a 
region to itself, witli a stmet^^ cpuflguratioii||k soil, 
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ft cEmate, and productions of its own; and as Noithem 
Persia may be referred to as some fype of the fonner, so 
miay It^dy'be referred to as some point of comparison for 
the latter. North and south this region embraces about 
ten degrees of latitude; from thirty-two degrees, where it 
touches the peninsula of California, to forty-two degrees, 
where it bounds Oregon. East and west from the Sien-a 
Nevada to the sea, it will average, in the middh'. parts, one 
hundred and fifty miles; in the northern two hundred: 
giving an area of about one hundred thousand square miles. 

** Looking westwai’d from the summit of the Sierra, the 
main feature presented is the long, low, broad valley of the 
Sacramento and San Joaquim llivcrs, the two valleys fonn- 
ing one five hundred miles lopg and fifty broad, lying 
along the base of the Sierra, and hounded to the west by 
the low range of coast mountains which separates it from 
tlie sea. Ijong dark lines of timber indicate the streams, 
and bright spots mark the intervening plains ; lateral ranges, 
parallel to the Sien*a Nevada, and the coast, make the struc- 
ture of the country, and break it into a suiface of val- 
leys and mountains; the valleys being a few hundred, the 
mountains four thousand feet above the level of the sea. 
Thefife form greater masses, and become more elevated to 
the north, where some peaks, as the Shastl, enter the re- 
gions of perpetual snow. Stretched along the mild coast of 
tlie Pacific, wdth a general elevation in its plains anti valleys 
of only a few hundred feet above the level of the sea, and 
backed by the long and lofty wall of the SkuTa Nevada, 
mildness and geniality may he assumed as the chameter- 
istics of its climate, 'i'he inhabitant of corresponding lati- 
tudes on the Atlantic side of the continent can with difficulty 
conceive tlie soft air and southern productions in the same 
latitude in the maiitime regions of Upper California. The 
singular beauty and purity of the sky in the south of this 
region is characterised by Humboldt as a rare plienomenoii, 
and all travellers realise the truth of this description. 

“ The present condition of the countiy affords but slight 
datR for forming correct opinions of the agricultural capa- 
city and fertility of the soil. Vimcouver found^at the Mission 
of San Buenaventura, in 170*2, latitude thirty-four degrees 
sixteen minutes, apples, pears, plums, figs, oranges, grapes, 
peaches, and pomegranates growing, together wi&i plantain, 
banaiit, cocoa-nut, sugar-cane, and indigo, all yielding fruit 
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in abundance, and of excellent quality. Humboldt 7 men- 
tions the olive oil of California as equal to tliat of Anda- 
lusia, and the wine as like that of the Canary Islands. At 
ju’esent but little remains of tliis high and varied cultiva- 
tion. which had been attained at the Mission under the 
mild and paternal administration of ‘the fathers.’ The 
docile character of the Indians was made available for 
Labour, and thousands were employed in the fields, tlie 
(U’chards, and the vineyar<ls. At present but. little of this 
cultivation is seen; the fertile^ valleys overgrown wdth wild 
mustard, vineyards and olive orchards decayed and ne- 
glected, are among tlio remaining vestige^s. Only in some 
j>Iaces do w e see evidem^es of wbat tho .eouutiy is capable of. 
At San Ihumaveutura we I’ound the (dive-trees in Jtuiuary 
Ixeiuling uiubn’ the weight of neglected fruit; and the Mis- 
sion of San Tjuis Obispo, latitiuL^ thirty-five degrees, is 
still distinguished for th<‘ cxcdLaico of its olives; con- 
sidered larger and finer than those, of the Mediterranean. 
The productions of the south ditVer from those of the north 
and the middle, Crapes, olives, and Indian com have 
been its staples, with many accliinat<jd fmits and gi’ains. 
T(d)acoo hfts been recently introduced; and the uniform 
summer-heat that follows the wet season, and is uninter- 
rupted by rain, would make the southern country well 
adapted for cotton. Wheat is the first i)roduction of the 
north, where it always constituted the principal cultivation of 
the Missioits, This promises to be the grain-growing region 
of California. Tlic moisture of the coast seems particu- 
larly suited for the i)ota.to, and vegetables common to the 
United States, which gi’ow to an imcominon size. 

“ Perhaps few parts of tlie world cjui produce in such 
porfe(!tiou so great a variety of fruits, and vegetables, and 
grains, as the large and various regions enclosing the Bay 
of San Francisco, and drained by its waters. A view of 
the map will show that region and its great extent, com- 
prehending the entire vfdleys of tlic Sacramento and San 
Joaquim, and the whole western slope of tlie Sierra Ne- 
vada. These valleys are one, discriminated only by the 
names of the rivers which traverse it It is a single vtdley, 
a single geographical fonnation, nearly five hundred miles 
long, lying at the western base of tlie Sierra Nevada, and 
between it and the coast nmge of mountains, and stretch- 
ing across the head of the Bay of San Francisco, '^th 
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which a delta of twenty-five miles connects it. The two 
great rivers, the Saci’amento and tlie San Joaquim, rise at 
opposite ends of this long valley, receive numerous moun- 
tain streams, many of them bold rivers, from the SieiTa 
Nevada, become themselves navigable rivers, flow towards 
each other, meet half-way, and enter the Bay of Francisco 
together in tlie region of tide water, making a continuous 
w^er-line from one end to the other.” 

The other rivers are all tributaries of those main ones, 
with the exception of Trinity, which disembogues into the 
Pacific Ocean, near the confines of Oregon. The principal 
afihients of the Sacramento are the Bio de las Plumas, the 
Juba, the North, Middle, and South Forks (as they are 
called), and the Ilio de los Americanos, most of which are 
jmrtly navigable; flowing from the western flank of the 
Sierra Nevada, and running for large portions of their 
courses through fertile land, abounding in salmon, and 
rich in golden deposits. Those of the San Joa(piim ai*e 
the Mo-kel-um-ne, the Stanislaus, the Rio de los Cos- 
cumnes, the Yo-wal-um-ne,tlie Aux-iim-nes, and the Tulare 
Lakes River, one of the largest and handsomest in the 
valley, being one hundred yards wide, and wateriAg, perhaps, 
a larger portion of fertile land than any other. liike flie 
feeders of the Sacramento, they flow down from the Sien’a 
and are partially navigable, abounding in sfilmoii and golden 
treasures. There is no system of lakes in this portion of 
Oalilomia: the few that exist are not of such *dimensions 
as to render them worthy of that appellation, the entire 
drainage of the immense valley being carried in rapid and 
copious streams by the rivers above enumerated, and their 
several smaller tributaiies, into the main ones, and thence 
into the Bay of San Francisco, in its upper estuary, called 
Suisoon Bay; 

Fremont thus describes the Bay of San Francisco : — It 
has been celebrated from the time of its first discovery as 
<me of the finest ’ in the world, and is justly entitled to that 
character even under the seaman’s view of a mere harbour; 
but when all the accessory advantages which belong to its 
fertile^ picturesque, dependent countiy: mildness and sa- 
lubrily of climate; connexion with the great interior valley 
of Ihe Sacramento and Smi Joaquim ; its vast resources for 
ship timber, grain, and cattle; when these advantages are 
taken into account, with its geographical position on the 
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line of comnmnicalton with Asia, it rises to an importimce 
far above a mer(j harbour, and deserves particular notice in 
any account of maritime California. Its latitudinal posi- 
tion is that of Lisbon, its climate is that of southern Italy. 
Settlements on it for more than half a century attest its 
healthfulness; bold shores and mountains give it grandeur; 
the extent and fertility of it« dependent country give it 
great resources for agriculture, commerce, and popuhition. 

“ The IJay of San b'rancistro is sej^arated Irom tJm sea 
by low mountain rangers, looking from the ])eaks of the 
Sienna Nevada. Tin; coast mountains present an apparently 
continuous line, with only a single gap resembling a moun- 
tain pass. This is the only water cominimication from the 
coast to the interior (country. Approaching from the sea 
the coast presents a bold <Mitline. On the south the border- 
ing mountains come down in a narrow ridg(i of broken 
hills, terminating in a pj’ecipitous point, against which the 
sea breaks heavily. On the northern side the mountain 
presents a bold ]>roniontoty, rising in a few miles to a 
lieiglit of two or three tlumsmid feet. Between tliese 
])oints is the strait, about a mile broiwl in the narrowest 
part, and five miles long from the sea to tlie bay. Passing 
tlirpugh this gate,* the bay opens to the right and left, 
extending in each directAou about tliirty-fivo miles, having 
a total length of more tlian seventy miles, and a coast of 
two Jmndred and soventy-hve miles. It is divided by 
stmits and projecting points into three separate bays, of 
which the nortliem two are called San l*ablo and Suisoon 
Bays. Within, the view presented is a mountainous country, 
the bay resembling an interior lake of deep water, lying 
betwbeii paralhd range's of mountains. Islands which have 
tlie bold cliiiracter of the shores, some more masses of 
rock, others grass-eov(;red, rising to the height of tlireo 
and eight hundred feet, break its surface and add to its 
picturesque appearance. Directly fronting tlie eiitrtuice, 
mountains a few miles from the shore rise about two thou- 

* Callod Chrysopyld? (isoldon ^ate) on the map, on the samo prinoiplo 
tliat the harbour ot Byzantium (Constantinople aflcrwartls) was called 
Chrysocoras (golden horn), the tbrin of the Imrbour and its advantages 
for commerce; and that, before it became an entrepot for Ka stern com- 
merce, suggested the name to the Greek founders of Byzantium. The 
form of the entrance into the Bay of San Francisco and its advantages 
for commerce (Asiatic inclusive) suggest the name which is given to 
this entrance. 
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sand feet above the level of the water, crowned by a forest 
of lofty cypress, which is visible from tlie sea, and makes a 
conspicuous landmark for vessels entering the bay. Be- 
hind, the rugged peak of Monte Diavolo, nearly four thou- 
sand feet higli, overlooks the surrounding country of the 
bay and the 8an Joaquim. The immediate shore of the 
bay derives, from its proximate and opposite relation to 
the sea, the name of Contra Costa (counter coast or op 
posite coast). 

“ It ])resents a varied character of rugged and broken 
hills, rolling and undulating land, and rich alluvial shores, 
backed by fertile and wooded ranges suitable for towns, 
villages, and farms, witli which it is beginning to be dotted. 
A low alluvial bottom land, several miles in breadth, with 
occasional open woods of oak, borders the foot of the 
mountains around the southern arm of the ])ay, termi- 
nating in a breadth of twenty miles in the fertile valley of 
San Joseph, a iiaiTOw plain of rich alluvial soil, lying be- 
tween ranges from two to three thousand feet high. The 
valley is openly wooded with groves of oak, free from any 
UTiderbnsh, and, after the spring rains, covered with grass. 
Taken in connection with the valley of San Juan, with 
which it forms a continnons jdain, it is fifty-five miles long, 
and from oik'. to twenty broad, opening into smaller valleys 
amongst the hills. At the Innid of the bay it is twenty 
miles broad, and about the same at the soutbeni end, where 
the soil is beautifully fertile, covered in the summer with 
four or five varieties of wild clover. In many places it is 
overgrown with wild mustard, growing to ten or twelve 
feet high, in almost impenetrable fields, through which 
roads arc made, like lanes. 

“On botli sides the mountains are fertile, wooded, or 
covered with grasses and scattered trees. On the west it 
is protected from the chilly influence of the north-west 
winds by the Cuestos de los Gatos (Wild-cat Eidge), which 
separates it from the coast. This is a gi*assy, timbered 
mountain, watered with small streams, and wooded on 
both sides with many varieties of trees and shrubbeiy, the 
heavier forest pine and cypress occupying the western 
slope. Timber and shingle are now obtained from this 
mountain, and one of the recently-discovered quicksilver 
mines is on tlie eastern side of the mountain, near the 
pueblo of San Jose. This range terminates on the south 



DIGGINGS OF CALIFORNIA. 5^1 

in the Anno Nuovo point of Monterey Bay, and on tlie 
nortli declines into a broken ridge of hills, about five 
miles wide, between the bay and the sea, and having tlie 
town of San Francisco on the bay shore near its northern 
extremity, sheltered from tlic cold winds and fogs of tlie 
sea, and haviilg a soil of remarkable fertility. The valley 
of St. tloseph (San Joso) is capable of producing in great 
perfection many fruits and grains tliat do not tlirive on 
the coast or in its immediate vicinity, without taking into 
consideration the extraordinaiy yields which have some- 
times occurred. The fair average pnaluct of ^\’heat is esti- 
mated at fifty-fold. The IVIission establishments of Santa 
Clara and San Jose, in the miith of the valley, w-ere for- 
merly, in the prosperous days of the ^lission, distinguished 
for the sujierioi ity of their wheat crops. 

“The slope of alluvial land conlinu(‘s around the eastern 
shores of tlu) bays, interse(;t(Ml with small streams, in which 
good landing and deep water, with advantageous positions 
between the sea and the interior of the country, indicate 
for future settlement, Tlie Strait of Carquines, about one 
mile broad, and eight to ten fathoms deep, connects die 
San Pablo and Suisoon Bays. Around these bays smaller 
valleys open into tlic bordering country, luid some of the^ 
streams have launch navigation, which senes to convey tlie 
produce to the bay. Missions and large farms were esta- 
blished at the head of navigation on tliese streams, which 
are favourable sites for towns or villagt‘s. 

‘•The country around Suisoon Bay presents low smootli 
ridges and rounded liills, clothed with wihl oats, and more 
or less o])enly w^ooded on tlieir summits. Aiiproacliing its 
northern shores from Sonoma, it assumes, tJiough in a state 
of nature, a cultivated and beautiful appearance ; wild oats 
cover its continuous fields, and herds of wild cattle, and 
bands of wild horses, are scatteroxl over low bills and 
partly isolated ridges, where blue mists and openings 
amongst the abruptly tenninating hills indicate the neigh- 
bourhood of the bay. The Suisoon is connected with an 
expansion of tlie river, formed by the junction of the Sa- 
cramento and the San Joaquim, which enter tlie Francisco 
Bay at the same latitude nearly as the moutli of the Tagus 
at Lisbon. A delta of twenty-five miles in length, divided 
into islands by channels, connects tlie bay witli the valleys 
of the Sacramento and the San Joaquim, into tlie moutli 
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of whicli the tide flows, and which enter the bay togetlier 
as one river. 

“ Such are the bay and proximate countly^ It is not a 
mere- indentation of tl)e coast, but a little sea of itself, con- 
nected with the ocean by a defensible gate, opening out 
between s(;venty and eighty miles to the right and left, 
upon a breadth of fifteen, deep enough for the largest ships, 
with bold shoi’es vsuitable for towns and settlements, and 
fertile adjacent country for (ailtivution. The head of the 
bay is about forty miles from the sea, and there connects it 
with the noble valleys of the Sacramento and the San Joa- 
quim. Thus California, below the Sierra Nevada, is about 
the extern t of Italy, geographically considered, in nil the 
extent of Italy from the Alps to the termination of the pe- 
ninsula; it is of the same length, same breadtli, and con- 
sequently the same area (about one hundred thousand 
square miles), and presents mueli similarity of climate and 
productions, liike Italy, it lies north and south, and pre- 
sents some differences of <dimato and proiluctions, the 
effect of the difference of latitude, proximity of high moun- 
tains, and configuration of the coast. Like Italy, it is a 
country of mountains and valleys; different from it in in- 
tern^xl structure, it is formed for unity, its large rivei‘s being 
concentric, and its lai'ge valleys appurtenant to the great 
centj^al Bay of San Frjmcisco, within the area of whose 
waters the dominating power must be fouml. Geographi- 
cally, the position of California is one of the best in the 
world, lying on the coast of the Pacific, fronting Asia, on 
tlie line of an American road to Asia, and possessed of 
advantages to give full etlect to its geographical position.” 

I quote thus liberally from Fremont, because lie is the 
veiy highest and most connect authority on most matters 
connected with tlie new and unsettled portions of the North 
American continent. But, while I admit that eveiything 
hfiilays down or asserts, so far as geograi)liy or science is 
involved, is as correct as possible, I beg leave respectfully 
to question his opinions as to the agricultural resources of 
California, the salubrity of its climate,* and its general 

• When I first arrived in California, before I had had extensive op- 
portuoitiee of observation, 1 MTOtc te a leading l^ondon journal, de> 
scribing the climate as genial, and generally suitable for those afilicted 
with pulmonary complaints. A lengthened sojourn has, however, given 
nw reason to change that opinion. 



DIGGINGS OF CALIFOBNIA. 


healthfulness. The soil, I admit, is of .an unsurpassed 
quality, made up of constituent qualities and ingredients 
capable of producing any crop were it nolt for the adverse 
operation of the seasons, which keeps it saturated, and in 
most places submerged in water, from November until 
April, rendering it pliysieally impossible to prepare the 
laud, much less to sow the seed,, during that period. Then 
before July it is so baked and cracked under a hot and 
cloudless sun, tliat not oidy is all further vegetation ar- 
rested, but everything above giound is parched, and ready 
to full into powder at the touch*; while the streams tliat 
might be supposed available for in*igation are, in ninety- 
nine cases out of a ImiKlred, coin])letely dry. Thus tliere 
are only three months to plough and haiTOw, so^v and reap 
— a period infinitely too civcuniscribed for maturing any 
grain and most vegetables. Tber<^ are a f(^w Ingbly-favoured 
localities, where, I believe, wlieat might Iki raised; but even 
in those places, peopled as they no^v am with enterprising 
settlers from tlu^ Old Countiy, T did not se(5 a single patch 
of grain, and only hoard vague missionary traditions of its 
having once been grown there. 

But, after all, tlic state of agricultural advancement and 
prosperity at the Missions, noticed by Vancouver and Hum- 
boldt, is no criterion to go by in ascribing a general cha- 
racter of fertility to an entire country of such vast ^tent 
as Califoniia. It w'ould be (juite ns fair to assert that a 
whole kingdom must be educated and enlightened, because 
in some few of its provinces or subdivisions there are col- 
leges or seminaries that turn out accomplished scholars. 
We all know tliat when men arc accorded an unlimited 
choice, tlie instigations of human nature will prompt them 
to make the most jiromising selections ; and when to the 
dominion of free wdll are superadded the proverbial acute- 
ness and discrimiiiatioii of the Jesuits, since the days of 
Ignatius Loyola, it may be taken for granted that tliey 
picked out the most fertile and favoured positions in Cali- 
fomia for the foundation of their establishments, and, with 
their accustomed energy and perseverance, taxed and sti- 
mulated the soil in those pet positions to tlio utmost ex- 
tent of its fecundity, taking care that sources of irrigation 
w^ere contiguous and available, to make up for the short- 
comings of nature in its ministrations of fertilising mois- 
ture. So, I repeat, it is unfair to parade tlie productions 
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of those select and forced gardens, which, taken togetlier, 
would not constitute a respectable parish, as evidence that 
the whole wing of a great continent is capable of yielding 
similar productions. 

I concur with ( •olonel Fremont, that the great natural 
wall of the Sierra Nevada produces many modifying influ- 
ences on tlie climate, owing to which tropical fniits may be 
produced at high nortliern latitudes. But, according to my 
experience, my humble opinion is, that California must 
ever be mainly dependent on the States, Oregon, Chili, 
Australia, and the Sandwich Islands, for its supply of bread- 
stuffs and the other great veg(itable staples of existence. As 
to the climate, there is only one opinion amongst the peo- 
ple now resident there; whidi is, that it is liighly unhealthy, 
I was not surprised to lind it so in the mines, where people 
were working hard under unusual circumstances and severe 
privations ; l)ut even in the cities and towns, robust healtli 
is the exception, there being a regular invalid passenger 
trade between Francisco and Honohihi, while burial- 
grounds in every settled locality extend their dimensions 
with a fearful rapidity, which is (piitc as convincing as the 
most regular bills of mortality: strong (!onflrmation of both 
of which Opinions will appear in the course of this work. 
But Colonel Fremont wrote at the instance of the United 
States Government, who were anxious to array their newly- 
acquired ten’itory in all the choicest attributes of nature; 
and I believe it is generally admitted (even in the case of 
Sir Walter Scott's “Ijife of Napoleon”), that men acting 
under high behests are liable to adopt the partialities and 
prejudices of their patrons. Fiven painters of celebrity have 
l3een known to jeopardise their fame as faithful delineators, 
in order to suit the views of parasites who had flattered a 
dear friend to sit for his portrait. 
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WiiiiN the company witli which .1. travcUeil to California 
reached the .splieie of operations, it divided into different 
parties, some starting for the cities to build iip their for- 
tunes, othei’s remaining to accumulato them in the mines. 
Eifteen of tlie latter remained, in three independent parties 
of five each ; luit tliough our gains were distinct, wo erected 
our (juarters b(;sidc each other, selected our working loca 
tions in the same neighbourhood, and communicated can- 
didly to one anotlier all the information we could collect. 
We spent a noviciate of three days amongst tlie Chilians 
and Mexicans, looking on at their operations, and getting 
odd lessons in the art of imparting the rotatoiy motion to 
tlie contents of the wash-basin, so as to surge a portion of 
the liquid mud over the edge at each sweep, until nothing 
but the gold and black sand remained ; the process being, 
simply, after throwing aside the surface-clay or sand, to 
loosen the hard-packed soil with picks, scrape it with a 
horn scoop into a basin, then dip it until it become saturated 
with water, when you sink your hands into the mass, re- 
moving the stones, and in searching for them mixing all 
into a thick fluid. This you cause to move round quickly, 
■some of the top escaping at each revolution ; more w’ater 
is occasionally taken in, until all the eartliy particles are 
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carried away; then comes the process of separating the 
black sand, wliich, being of great specific gravity, requires 
great care and nicety, lest some of the finer particles of 
gold may escape witli it. But in places where it particu- 
larly abounds, and the particles of gold are small, the 
sejiaration is efiectcd by the agency of quicksilver, simply 
by pouring it amongst the black sand and gold dust, adding 
some water, and mixing it about; the quicksilver, in its 
great attiuity for the j)recious nietid, gathering all the par- 
ticles it comes in contfict with, until it becomes a little> 
heavy, tangible heaj), devoid of its elusive character: then 
it is put into a buckskin bag, and the quicksilver is sepa- 
rated by being compressed through the pores of the leather, 
tlio slight remaining portion adhering to the gold being 
evaporated on a heated pan or shovel. 

An expert hand, in any tiling like favourable groimd, can 
gather and wasli a panful every ten minutes; and the place 
that does not yield a quarter of a dollar to the panful is 
not considered worth working by that process, though it 
would give one dollar fifty cents per hour, or tw'clvc dollars 
per day of eight hours’ working: good wages for those who 
at home would have considered it a fair w^eekly remunera- 
tion for twelve hours’ constant labour each day, but vastly 
too small for the large class who, “just for a lui’k,” come 
out to rough it a bit, and get enough in a few months to 
enable them to set up as fine gentlemen ibr life. But 
places tliat would not pay according to tlie above estimate 
witli pons can be made to yield satisfactorily with cradles, 
or washers as some call Uiem, because so much larger a 
proportion of work can be got through with that machine, 
which is constructed by making a semicircular trough, say 
five feet long by sixteen inches in diameter, and placing 
on the upper end of the top a perforated iron or copper 
plate^ eighteen inches long, the exact breadth of the 
with a raised wooden rim of four inches, and, immediately 
under it, tending to the centre of thc'cradle, a bar or ridge 
about half an mch high, widi another of a similar desorp- 
tion at the extreme end, where an upright handle (if the 
cradle be of a large size) about four feet long is fixed, by 
which the motion is imparted. In smaller ones, where the 
number of die party is limited, the rocker sits at .the 
of the cradle, rocking with one hand and pouring in the 
water with die other on the dirt whieli is durown on the 
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plate; and as the gold and gravel ore separated from tbia 
stones, and washed down, the current carries the giuvel 
over the bars, while the gold, being of so much greater 
gravity, is- intercepted, the lower bar airesting any that by 
a jolt or awkwiu'd shake may iiave got over the upper one. 

At tlie end of three days wc acquired sulhcient expert- 
ness to set u}) for ourselves, in a place kindly selected by a 
Chilian acqiuiintance, and succeeded in gathering a daily 
average of a good ounce to each hand — ^i*ather bwttcn* than 
lialf what our more experienced neighbours were making; 
but as our provisions were running low, [ made one of a 
party to go to the Mill, which town takes its name from a 
saw-mill having been its nucleus, in the direction of which 
the gold was tii^st discovered, it is situated on the southern 
fork of tile Saerainento, about fortvdive miles from the 
embarcadero, as the city of Sacramento is called by the 
miners; and being a jxnnt frt>m which several rich and 
favourite diggings radiate, it is fast growing into a large and 
flourishing phux*, Avitli a goodly i»roportion of stone build- 
ings, owing to the convouieiice of quarries. J 1161*6 got my 
first sample of (jaliforniau jirices, in paying fifty cents for 
“ a drink,’* as a small glass of bail brandy is designated, 
imd in a like ratio for everything else. 

Almost every house was a tap, and contained »m apart- 
ment consecrated to the god of gambling, wlieve a set of 
hawks, with whetted beaks, were lying in wait for “ gre^ 
pigeons;” and althougli improvident miners were invariably 
relieved of their gold-dust in those nefarious haunts, they 
punctually returned every Saturday evtming, as if under 
the spell of some mystical fascination, to deyioslt their 
gold in those sinking-funds, spending tlieir week’s earn- 
ings and their Sundays in this insensililo and reprehensible 
manner, first reduced to a state of partial stupefaction by 
adulterated drink, and then cheated according to the most 
compendious mode of modem “ greeking.” 1 found, too, in 
my limited transactions, that the malpractices of the 
l^^lites were not confined to the gaming-tables; false 
^Veights and mea^'cs being consistently associated Avith 
felse dieei which told with double effect against the pur- 
chaser; dust' being the circulating medium; for his gooda 
wjere weighed vrith light weights, and his gold Avith heavy 
oiies. I, of course^ bought as sparingly as 1 could, deter- 
mined ta go tOf Sacramento £or furtlier supplies, I brought 
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with me, however, a small cradle, for which I paid the 
moderate sum of three ounces (forty-eight dollars), two of 
which a tradesman could make in a day, and all the 
materials of both would not cost, even at the Mill, more 
than one ounce (sixteen dollars), which left a very handsome 
margin for remunemtion. 

The country between our encampment and the Mill was 
a succession of hills and dales, sloping down from the 
Sierra Nevada, moderately wooded, with great numbers 
of quails,* and some deer and hares. I fully expected to 
have seen some handsome varieties of the feathered tribe; 
but there were no birds of any gaudier tints of plumage 
than my old acquaintances the crow, the blackbird, and the 
magpie, which S(^emed to be all “ chips of the old block,” 
peculiar to Britain. 

On my rotum to camp, I found that Mr. Goodyear’s 
caballada, together with a pack-mule train, had aiTived, 
the latter in a wretched state, and reporting, even at that 
early date, great sufferings on Humboldt Iliver. By means 
of the cradle we augmented our daily income by half an 
ounce, and on one day actually <livided fifty dollars per 
man ; but this was a most unusual amount, and occurred 
from our meeting a peculiar shelf, where the deposit was 
veiy thick. By the end of the week another pack-mule 
company came in, and several fresh hands from the coast, 
all the latter of the amateur or dandy class of diggers, in 
kid gloves and patent leather hoots, witli flash accoutre- 
ments and fancy implements, their polished picks with 
mahogany handles, and shiny shovels resembling that 
presentation class of tools given to lords, baronets, and 
members of parliament, to lay a first stone, or turn the 
first sod on a new lino of railway. It was good fun to see 
those “ gents” nibbling at the useless soil, and then en- 
deavouring to work their pans with outstretched hands, 
lest they should slobber their ducks. Subsequently I used 
to meet numbers of this school wending their way back to 
the coast from the various diggings, damning “ the infermd 
gold,” aiul cutting “ the beastly digging^" in disgust. 

Nine- tenths of the new arrivals were Americans, who 
resorted, as we did in the first instance, to the Chilians 
and Mexicans for instruction and information, which they 
gave them with cheerful alacrity; but as soon as Jonathan 
got an inkling of tlie system, ho, with peculiar bad taste 
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and ungenerous feeling, organised a cmsade against those 
obliging strangers, and chased tlieni oii‘ the creek at the 
pistol’s mouth. Our messes were canvassed to take part 
in tlie affair, but declined becoming engaged in any such 
proceeding, which was likely to have led to our own ex- 
pulsion : in fact, the Yankees regarded every man but a 
native American as an interloper, who had no right to come 
to California to pick up the gold of the “free and en- 
lightened citizens.” 

The gold at the Weber diggings was all in moderate 
sized particles, and of particul^ly fine and pure quality, 
less capriciously deposited than in most of the other dig- 
gings I visited, the average returns of all being tolerably 
unilbrm where equal indiisUy was employed. All hands 
fixed' themselves on the borders of the creek for the conve- 
nience of water; but I found the dirt (tlie technical name 
of the soil subjected to the washing ordeal) on the hill- 
side, at a good elevation above the stream or its winter 
water-marks, fully as rich as that along its banks. I even 
carried dirt in a kerchief from the very hill-tops, and got 
a good return from it: a proof that the gold was not al- 
together scath'nul over the countiy by the influence of the 
floods, the prevalent opinion amongst the earlier miners. 

In a comparatively short time we had a largo com- 
munity on the creek, which led to row.s and altercations 
about boundaries. These eventuated in an arrangement, 
entered into by unanimous agreement, that each person 
should have ten feet square, which, multiplied by tlie 
number of the mess, gave the limits of the allotment in a 
pai*ticular location : it did not, however, debar a man from 
moving from one site and fixing on another; and as long 
as any one left his tools in tlie space, his claim was re- 
spected. Another branch of legislation was soon called 
for, to suppress a system of thieving that was fast spread- 
ing; but the code of tlie famous Judge Lynch was unani- 
mously adopted, and under its oral provisions any person 
d^ght injlaffrante delicto was shot down without ceremony, 
or subjected to any other summary punishment the de- 
tector might prefer. I heard of several cases of instan- 
taneous execution, and saw at the Weber one lad shorn of 
the tips of his ears, and deeply seared on tlie cheek with a 
red-hot iron, for tlie tlreft of a small coffee-tin. I never 
took part in any of these proceedings, nor did any of the 
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company Vitli which I was associated; hut while disap- 
proving of the degree of punishment, and the manner of 
putting it in force, I must admit that some veiy stringent 
measures were necessary to keep in check the lawless and 
abandoned characters who flocked to the mines. 

The weathei* was particularly flne all the time I re- 
mained at the Weber; the days were bright and warm, the 
nights cloudless and without dcAv ; but dysentery made its 
appearance in its most malignant form, soon prostrating 
the majority of the miners, cariying off many, and reducing 
all who were attaclied to the lowest possible state of bodily 
feebleness. I myself had a turn, and found cayenne pepper 
in large doses cheeked it effectually, while with others it 
produced no visible effect, owing, 1 should say, to the want 
of self-denial in' diet. The origin of the disease was 
attributed to the use of fresh beef, though in coming 
over the plains T never remarked that fresh meat had 
any such tendencies, even when, as on the Platte, we 
lived on it for days together, using it largely at each of 
three meals. 

The second week in August I took leave of my com- 
panions, for the purposes of travelling over the country, 
visiting the different mines, and comparing their various 
returns, as well as looking for a solntion of the i>henomc- 
noii of flnding gold in greater or less quantities at every 
elevation in the extensive region of its fleld. I employed 
one of the lialf-castc Californians (who make excellent 
vaqueivSf her<lers of stock) to help me to drive my propor- 
tion gf mules and horses to a rancho on the Sacramento, 
between our camp atnl the city ; and on my way I struck the 
Weber again eight miles lower, below a cation, where it 
formed a pond, or small lake, on the margin of which there 
were a solitary tent and a small party of three at work, 
amongst whom was a Cornishman, who welcomed me as a 
countryman, and invited im*. to stop a day or two ; an invi- 
tation t gladly accepted, as the grass was good about the 
little lake. In the course of the evening, Mr. Williams, 
the proprietor of another rancho on the Bacramento, arrived 
with a train of vaqneros on his way up to meet the emi- 
grants, fmd either buy tlieir stock or canvass for “flie 
grazing. He took charge of my herd there, and then gave 
me a receipt, saving me the trouble of going down, as I 
wished to visit all the mines in that district before leaving. 
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I kept a mule for my own riding, md was thus. 
get rid of my aid after the short seiTic© of one day. Mr. 
. Williams’s diarge was two dollars a month per head for 
pasturage, and two, dollars a month for insurance, whloh 
my Cornish friend advised me to yay by ail mean's, as 
horse and mule stealing was becoming most prevalent, 
the temptation being veiy great, from the enormous prices 
given below for animals by emigrants arriving by the 
Isthmus and Cape Horn routes, who could not stir without 
them. 

I spent that evening and next day with Mr. Jones’s 
company. He was a priWJtised liand at die gold-digging 
business, and set his party to work more systematically 
than any other I had yet seen. They took their dirt from 
a steep incline considerably above the winter level of the 
stream, in a stratum of hard-packed, dry, bluish clay, 
almost as hard as rock, with a slight surface covering . of 
earth, which yitjkled prodigiously, giviilg seventeen ounces 
for their day's work, nearly one hundred dollars per hand^ 
while Jones admitted to me that on some days they 
divided as much as one pound e»ich. Ho showed mo, 
by washing ])anfuls gathered at different spots about, 
that the <leposits were pretty general and alike, and pressed 
me to take up my quai’ters beside him, which I was not 
prepared to (lo at the time; j)ut I wrote a note to my 
friends above by the retuniiiig Californian, recoramenduig 
them to shift their c|uarters as soon find as quietly as they 
could: an advice they followed promptly md with great 
profit. 

Dyseiiteir found its way into Mr. Jones’s small^bom- 
pony, one of his comrades being only recently recovered 
from a severe attack, Jones himself suffering from the 
effects of poison, which j^roduced an angry and most an- 
noying cutaneous affliction. The poison was that of a 
vine that grow's amongst the brush and shrubs, and is 
'most likely to lay hold when the pores are exuding per- 
spiration. Some people, from peculiar constitutionid ten- 
d^eies, are not susceptible of its infection; while others, 
again, are not only predisposed to catch its virus, but 
suffer dreadfully from the itching and inflammation, which 
sj^ads with great rapidity over the body, thickening die 
skin, and raising it. in large hives like confluent small-pox, 
which become highly irritated by the sligbte||<; contact. 
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Washing the skin well with the soap-root, and then bathing 
it in salt and watei*, helps to allay the irritation ; but, to 
eradicate its effects thoroughly, it is necessary to adopt a 
low scale of regimen, and to take cooling medicines. 

I took leave of friend Jones and my countrymaii 
Williams, and went to another digging, called the Great 
Cafion, lying north-east from the Weber, where I got into 
a chain of lofty hills, thinly wooded with fir and white oak 
( Quercm longilana ), and ste*eper on the sides than 1 ever 
before saw mere clay hills, llie Great Cation lying between 
two parallel ranges, at a depth of several hundred feet, 
shaped like a wedge, and so narrow below that there was 
barely standing-room. Thci gold was all at tlie bottom, 
for the slopes w^cre too steep to afford it a resting-place. 
There was a large camp of Spanish settlers adjacent when 
the first American diggers arrived, who were said to have 
gathered vast quantities; but even then there was quite 
enough to repay hard work yavy liberally. From the nature 
of the locality, it did not admit of operations on a large 
scale at any one place. Four-fifths of those I saw working 
there were doing so individually, with pans, using most 
generally large bowie-knives, with wdiich they picked the 
gold from the crevices of the rocks in the bed of the stream, 
then almost dry, and scratched the gravelly soil from 
amongst the roots of the overhanging trees, whicli was 
generally rich in deposits. It was one continuous string 
of men, single file, throughout its entire length (about four 
miles). All admitted they were doing well, so far as acqui- 
sition was concerned, but complained of their health and 
the bt<i air : no refreshing breeze could ever visit them at 
the bottom, and the labour of going up and down, morn- 
ing and evening, was too gi’cat to peimit of their erecting 
their camps above. I stopped one night in the cafion, but 
could not get any sleep, from the sultry, suffocating effects 
of the confined atmosphere. 

The gold at the Great Cafion ran both larger and smaller 
than on the Weber, and was amalgamated with large quan- 
tities of fine black sand, which the miners — ^most of whom 
were raw hands — blew off from the gold, in tlieir anxiety 
to arrive at the final process. A keen old blade turned 
their impatience to account by shamming decrepitude, and 
pretending tliat in his weakly state, being unequal to the 
toil of mining, he was compelled to resort to the poor and 
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profitless branch of gathering the Uack sand, which he sold 
as a substitute for emery, la pursuance of tliis tnule, he 
.went about in tlie evening with a large bag and a tin tray, 
requesting the “ green ’uns” to blow their black sand on to 
it, and returning tn his tent with his, daily burden, when, 
by the agency of quicksilver, he secured double the average 
of the hardest Avorking miner in the cafion. J saw the old 
lad going circuit on the evening I was Uiere: his g»ime had 

not then been discovered, though T remarked to Dr. S ^k, 

with whom I stayed, that I was certain ho carried away 
large quantities of gold-dust in the sand. 

At each end of the cafion there was a calico shanty, 
called a grocery, the great stnjiles of which were infamous 
brandy and other corrosive alcoholic drinks, that would 
burn throiigli the peritoneum of a rhinoceros; amongst the 
glasses were several packs of dirty curds, with which the 
rehearsals were nightly gon<} through in j)reparatioii for 
the grand affair at the Mill on thc^ Saturday night, for 
distance was no object in those weekly reunions. 
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I.onvc for the South Fork — Tricks of the Coyotes — Join a Forty going there— Their 
Charge for Victuals— Mincre and their Operations at the American Fork— Average 
Hetums- Kanaka Diving— Mining Monopoly Question— Jealousy towards Fo- 
rdgnera— American Tactics— Mining Morality — Adulteration of Provisions — 
Visit the Middle and North Forks— General Average at those Diggings— Flash 
Company — Their Froceedfaigs — The Jealous Epidemic — American Trickery and 
Avarice— ;How the Alfair terminated— Shade of National Character— Mr. Smith’s 
naiTow Escap^Dysentery— Leave for the Mormon Island Diggings— Description 
of Uie Country— Sleep in the Shanty of a Sydney Acquaintance— How ho got to 
that Colony and out of it- His oUict Guests— The Valley of the Sacramento— Its 
Appearance— Mormon Island, and the Miners and Mining there— General Obser- 
nations on the Golden Deposits — Mr. Brackenridge’s Remarks touching the Theory 
of the Formation of the Auriferous Strata, 

FpoM the Great Cafion I went to the South Fork of the 
Bio de los Americanos, starting early in the morning; but, 
taking a wrong ti’aib which led me into the hills, where 

c 
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neither Himes nor groceries were to be met witli, I not 
only lost my dinner, but had to go supperless to bed under 
a white oak, afraid to sleep lest the coyotes*'- should take 
liberties with me in my unconscious moments. Those 
mischievous brutes kept bai*king and howling about my 
couch all night, and succeeded in eating away tiie raw hide 
lariat by wliich I had my mule tetliered, so that when I 
sought him at daylight 1 found he had rambled away; but 
following up the line-mark of the lariat, which was apparent 
in some places, I brought him to view after a good two 
hours’ hunt, with my saddle, bridle, and blanket on my 
back. I soon after descried tlirce men driving pack- mules, 
to whom I went up to inquire my route; and finding, to my 
great gratification, tliey w'ere going to tlie same destination 
with provisions, I gladly joined them, getting some biscuit 
and rancid bacon to break my lung fast, with a glass oH 
hitter brandy to wash it down, at the moderate cost of two 
dollars; which, it strikcis me, eclipses the tarift* of the 
Chu'endon or Mivart s for that meal. 

We voachod the bar where the principal diggings are 
situated before night, after some ascents and descents very 
little inferior in rugged steepness to those of the ])ass of 
the Sierra Nevada. Great numbers of miners were located 
there, and some largo associated conq^anies with consider- 
able capital, employed in turning bnuiches of tlie river, 
having several Indians and Kanakas f at work. I did not 
await the result of those ambitious operations, which would 
occupy a long time ; but by tlie returns per pan I should 
say diey must have been well paid, for I tliink they would 
average twenty dollars per day, according to my o-v^n ex- 
perience during three days, in which time I took out with 
my pan fifty-four dollars, and tliat ivithout working full 
time. The particles here were all of a good size, with 
occasional large specimens and handsome quartz amalga- 
mations. I saw some Kanakas (who are perhaps the most 
expert divers in the w^orld) go down and bring up fine 
chunks, which suggested the construction of a dredging 
juachine ; but it could not be got to w-ork with effect, from 
the inecpialities of tlie bottom. Diving-bells were also 
ihoiight of, but I never saw any in use. 

A question was raised there amongst the Americans 


* A species of small wolf. 


t Sandwich Islanders. 



mOOINOS OF CALIFOUKTA. I>5 

thomsolves, ■whicsh led to ranch migry feeling, being an ob^ 
jection on the part of one class, that lai'ge companies 
•should have the privilege of employing Indians or any 
otlier labour, taking advantage of tlieir rapital to engage 
a groat number, staking oft* a spsice for each liand, whether 
an employer or not, and thus establishing a system of mo- 
nopoly. There were several extensive “ jawing matches ’’ 
on the subject, without leading to any aiTangemont <iuring 
my sojoimi; but I know 1 hat afterwards it was not per- 
mitted in any of the mines to stake otf allotments for em- 
ployed hands, and in some, even the hiring of them was 
altogether interdicted. 

The jealousy towards foreigiiers was very strong indeed, 
the Americans calling out for the enforcement of that 
oi’der for their expulsion wln<di (jreneral Smith had issued, 
declaring he would not require any troops to carry it out, 
as his own countiynien would act us volunte'ers on the oc- 
casion. This feeling, I could sc<\ was especially levelled 
at the English, wliile the Yankocs condescended a most, 
patronising regard for the Irish, evidently with a view ol* 
getting up a row betwixt them and tlj<i English; but T w^s 
highly delighted to see theni, for the nojice, agi*ee in terras 
of friendly nationality, notwithstanding all the angr}^ poli- 
tical incentives that were used to sot them by the ears. 

In consequence of the insufferable, heat of the Avoather, 
which told with double effect in the glens and gulches 
where the miners were emi)1oyed, they made a pratHicci 
of turning out at the earliest dawn, woi king till ten o’clock, 
then lying by till two o’clock, and Avorking again in the 
evening till eight. They Avere a mixed class, made up of 
various nations, representing cA^ery vic(? that morality, re,- 
ligion, or law holds in abhorrence, and reminding me 
strongly, in their turbulent demeanour, of a gang of con- 
victs during the absence of tlie overseer. No doubt some 
, good citizens were scattered amongst tJiem, Imt they were 
like isolated grain-blades smothered Avith noxious Aveeds. 

Prices of provisions rated much bighor there than at the 
Weber, owing to the great difficulty of access, it being 
Avholly unapproacliable by waggons; and eveiy article that 
at all admitted of adulteration was mixed to the full with 
its particular alloy. 

I proceeded from thence to the Middle and North Forks, 
which were both crowded, especially the fonner, and miners’ 
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returns good. At the Middle Fork the general average at 
that time was two ounces : the particles were of a good 
size, with numerous handsome specimens, which fetched 
far above their intrinsic value. There were several of the 
dandy class in those diggings, but, as might be expected, 
they were not particularly successful. There was one par- 
ticularly Hash company of that school, who regulated their 
movements by sound of tnmipet, with tents, uniform, and 
implements to match, whom it was quite a treat to see turn 
out in the morning, with inilitaiy order and precision, ma- 
naging every tiling with gi^eat system and success, save and 
except the matter of getting gold, which appeiued to be 
repelled by their polished tools and formal appearance; for 
while ragged felloivs with rusty pickaxes and clumsy 
shovels carried home at evening their nice little pannikins 
of clear glittcniiig gold, tlic IMttsburghers could scarcely 
boast a particle per hand. The fact was, they would not 
take the trouble of removing the soft surface-soil lying 
over tlio compact stratum that retained the gold, and their 
time was therefore employed merely in manufacturing 
muddy ^vater. 

* Th<5 epidemic of jealousy ivas raging here to a great ex- 
tent, ami broke out fiercely against a (lerman company 
under the following circunistaiices, which eveiy candid man, 
be lie Yankee or Israelite, must admit \vere inexcusable, 
unjust, and disgraceful : — An American company, who had 
been working a baiTen s])ot very' unprofitably, put up a 
notice that their “ valuable site” was for sale, as they were 
going up to the dulm; and a lot of Germans, who had just 
come in, offered themselves as purchasers. The price 
asked Avas exorbitant, as the ]>roprietors said the digging 
returned so largt?ly, and the following day was appointed 
for the Germans to come and see the fruits of an hour’s 
working. The sellers went in the course of the night, and 
secreted gold dust in the banks, so that it w'ould come to 
light as the natural deposit during the course of the ex- 
periment, and got their woithy countrymen to puff up the 
cheat in the mean time. The following raoniiiig the poor 
Gennaus were so charmed with the apparent richness of 
the place, that they gave five hundred dollars and two valu- 
able gold watches for the property; and, oh! what indecent 
laughing tliere was at the “ stupid dupes,” and lofty com- 
mendations of the “ almighty ’cuteness” off Jonathan, when 
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the transfer was completed! I felt for the strangersi who 
were not strong enough eitlier to ^enforce a restoration of 
4iheir property or to rebuke the unbecoming insolence 
the^ were exposed to. However, like cool, sensible tellows, 
they stoically j)ut up with what they saw they could iieitlier 
remedy nor resent, and went to work amid jeers and taunts. 
It is unnecessaiy to say, that the proceeds of their first 
day's labour Avere not vejy encouraghig ; nevertheless, tliey 
persevered the following morning in a spirit of perfect 
contentment, and before night had tlieir perseverance 
rewai'ded by sona^ very promising indications. The third 
day these indications led to veritable realities, enabling 
them to turn out the best (lav's wt>rk doin', in the diggings 
up to that period, and to proceed with an increasing daily 
average. This turned the laugh against Mr. Jonathan, 
who, with the most unprincipled itnpndeiujo, sought to 
reclaim by force* w'hat he disjxiscd ol' by a swindle. The 
Gemiaiis, however, were not so easily s«.*ar(Ml as th(^ Mexi- 
cans, though I l)eli(n’<.' they would have heem forced to 
move oil* only for the timely arrival of another (jonuaii 
emigrant company from the 'J’liis occun*cn(;o 

ser\'e to convoy an idea of the spirit that ac'tnated tlm 
Americans throughout th(5 placers, and congenially bhinds 
witli ropiuliation as a typi(*ai colouring of national cha- 
racter. 

I also saw liere, as the gtmtleinen of the long-robe, say, 
SI nice point raised, on wliich tliovc wjis much dis<*.ussioii 
and difference of opinion. A insui named Srnilh, who was 
about the first to work in th(3 locsdity, had been so very suc- 
cessful in a short time, that lie had his pile made before 
the crowd cami<% and w(?nt down to tlui city to make ar- 
rangements about gettiug home, burying his gold-dust till 
he returned; but, lo and behold! when ho came back he 
found the uninscribed tombstone of his treasure within 
^stakes of a new company, who hi a few' days would have 
brought to light the astounding i*evelation, that bountiful 
Nature not only" showers gold on Oalifoniia, hut leathern 
purses, too, to hold it. The party in possession at first 
sternly resisted the attempts of Smith to exhume his dust: 
but the matter was referred to a full court of arbiti’ation, 
where alL Smith’s proofs, marks, and tokens would have 
weighed as air, had he not hod the good fortune (as they 
conceive it) of being a ncUive Yankee. 
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Dysentei^ wa» very prevalent in Hie^ Noiili and Middle 
Forks^ but not »o fatal in its results as at the American 
Fork or the Weber. I liad another slight attack, which I 
attributed to having my feet and legs so much immersed 
in cold water. Nevertheless, I took out while tlxere eighty- 
seven dollars, over and above my expenses ; so that my tra- 
velling, instead of being attended witli expense, added to 
my purse as well as my stock of infoimation. 

I next turned niy steps to tlie Mormon Island diggings, 
emeiging altogether from the hills into a handsome roll- 
ing countiy, beautifidly wooded, and decked with several 
lovely flowering si i mbs, and nianzaiiita bushes, with their 
handsome bunches of crimson hemes, under which the 
quails were as thick as chickens in a poultry-yanl, not 
calling to take wing as you came upon them, but mnning 
in amidst the thick<‘t. I now came upon a well-beaten 
road, leading from the Mill to Saci*amento city, which pre- 
sented a great gi*owirig thoroughfare of miners and waggons, 
coi’rying goods from one town to tiie otlier. There was 
no lack of houses of call on the way, for every hollow tree 
\^s tlie nucleus of a grog-slioj); while in the noighbom^- 
huod of every spring or stream, a sort of tavern sprung up 
as from the soil, like “ a rose-tree in full bearing,” embow- 
ered in blooming flowei’s of printed cidico, but deplorably 
remote from any analog^' or affinity to nature in respect to 
their contents or charges. 

I had the honour of spending the night with a boniface, 
who, though a native of England, hailed last from Sydney, 
where he appeared to have assiduously cultivated the 
acquaintance of all the penal authorities, whose names 
he was perfectly familiar wnth. He said, “he was cast 
away on the coast ; but not liking the infernal place, he 
left it without leave '" — a piece of inadvertent candour that 
smacked sti'ongly of a “ misunderstanding with the law,” 
in which, of couree, he was the aggrieved pai’ty. Thegce, 
were no such tilings as beds; so, after staking ray mule, 1 
coiled myself up in a blanket, but could not enjoy much 
I'est, x\s diere were two ^lair of waggoners playing cords 
upon the springy counter, who brought down their trumps 
witix an energy ^at made the tumblers ring, sniping the 
sweet bonds of repose at each thump and asseveratiom 

Next morning my road opened into' the fiat, spacious 
valley of the Sacramento, which.spreads out into immense 
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tracts, marked' in places with Imea of timber, a^ tliidk b^lt 
showing the course of tlie Bio de los Aineiicattos, It was a 
jnagniiicent ppospeetv wanting only the grateful tint of ver- 
dure to render it tmnseendent But tlie tall grass was 
scorched to tlie earth, and the fine poppy peculiar to the 
country slirivelled and shrunken, the cris]) vegetation be- 
coming like snuff beneath tbe tread, while the baked surface 
was split into dry chinks Jiud fissures gaping for moisture. 
Yet men of reputation can Ik^ found to exu»I this as mi agri- 
cultimJ country, and to ]>aiiH it hi alluring colours as an 
unequalled field for liusbundiT, thougii the spot on which 
t then stood was about tbe general elevation of the lower 
valley of tbe Sacramento, fully twenty feet above tlie river 
at its summer level: a demonstration of the impossibility 
of ever calling in irrigation (o compensate for the lack of 
natural moisture. 

I rode oil through the valley, now ainl then taking shel- 
ter under tlie huge oaks that are scatteretl over the face of 
the country, and arriveil at Mormon Island early in the 
evening, before tbe miners knocked-ofi* working, as tliey 
term it. These diggings take their name from l>cing first 
di^overed and work<Ml by a body of Mormons, who got out 
gi’eat (piantities before tb<^ public found it out. There was 
not room, I may say, for another man at the place at the 
time of my visit, its convenient position and easiness of 
approach leading all new comers to it The great majority 
of the miners had entered into a joint association for tuni- 
ing the river between the island and tbe shore, and were 
then engaged in cutting the ncAv channel, expecting to de- 
rive extraordinaiy profits from the undei'taking, in which 
the contiguous tests fully justified them. Great excitement 
was caused pending its completion, which ripened into a 
regular share market; sanguine men purchasing tlie ex- 
pectations of less impulsive co-operatoi^, and original share- 
Jiolders selling out to new-bomers, who stepped into their 
shoes: so tliat, before the job was finished, very few, as 1 
afterwards learned, of ttie originators yvere in the concern, 
whieh« turned out only modemtely well, averaging iis much 
as miners were ordinarily in the habit of making, but infi* 
nitely below the standard by which purchasers of shares 
made their calculations. 

1 had now visited all the principal diggings of tlie lower 
Sacramento (as I may call them), without lieing able to so- 
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ti sfy myself in what mannei* or by what agency the gold 
came to be so wonderfully diffused through the soil; for at 
every place where 1 tried in the proper stratum, I invari- • 
ably found it, in greater or smaller quantities, at consider- 
able elevations, and on abmpt slopes remote from the 
operation bf water-courses or inundations, looking as if it 
were pait and parcel of the original soil. Had it been 
confined to ravines, gullies, and dried-up river-beds, or the 
bars and banks of rivers, it might be easily and feasibly 
accounted for by the detritus being carried down and de- 
posited by w'inter toiTents, which, in the mountain re- 
gions, perform the expensive mechanical part of mining, 
stfiinping. and l)reaking up the quartz, through the natural 
agency of rocks hurle<l from great heights, which either 
crush it t(3 a powder, or chip off plentiful abrasions, which 
are more and more disintegrated as they are carried 
down, becoming liner in the parti<iles tlie farther tliey are 
carried from the original semn. But being diffused as I 
have described, 1 must leave to more patient and scientific 
travellers to account for the anomalous appearances of the 
gold, merely adding a short extract from the scientific ob- 
servations of Mr. Brackenridge, touching the tlieory of its 
fonnation : — 

“Let us suppose a series of horizontal strata, one above 
another, but of unequal depth, incumbent on the original 
unsteatiiied mass, which forms the nucleus of the globe. 
Accoixling to geologists, this was the natural position; now% 
in consequence of some great volcanic agency, the lower 
mass is thrown up, and becomes the nucleus of a moun- 
tain, and that which w^as before the lowest now^ appears on 
the top, while the various strata, which lay flat upon it, are 
tilted up the sides; these being cut through, there are ex- 
posed to view the various strata and their contents, in the 
same manner as if a shaft had been sunk through tliem in 
their horizontal position. If there be any metallic seams . 
to the right or left of these cuts, tliey will be seen like 
threads, and running lengthwise with the range of the 
mountains. The metals contained in the now vacant 
spaces of fliose ravines have been carried away and depo- 
sited below. The masses then separated may be the w^ork 
of thousands of years ; but the quantity may be estimated 
by the number and width of the natural cuttings of the 
gold seams now disconnected. It is certain the gold at 
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the bottom eannot exceed the amount caiiied down from 
these original deposits. 

“Without assuming that the gold on the Sierm Nevada 
is greater than in the same range faither south, its peculiai* 
geograidiical and geological character may bo a reason why 
gold may be tbund* in California in greater abundance than 
any other part of the world. It is found along the whole 
range, from Sonora to (.''hili, although in greater or less 
abundance; and there is no doubt that a variety of other 
metals will be met with, ])erhaps as valuable, when the 
passion for gold-washing will have sonnnvhat abated. It is 
remarkable that gold has boon found almost invariably on 
the weste'-rn, or Pacific sid<j of the gi eat range, while silver, 
copper, and lead, are discovered on the eastern side, at a 
much higher elevation. It is probable that, instead of gold, 
silver and coi)])er exist on the eastern side of the Sierra 
Nevada, towards the Great Basin; but by what process or 
operation of natun* came these seams, or veins of gold, or 
other metals, to be thus de])osited ? Was it the agency of 
tire, or by water and fdluvion? 1 think it probalde that 
both may have been at work, being the two greatest sol- 
vents in nature, anrl at the same time the greatest crystiil- 
lisers: perliaps metallic ore may be the work of alluvion, 
and the production of pure metallic substance's that of heat. 
With respect to gold, i think the latter tlieoiy is more 
reasonable, as it is always found in a. pure state, while the 
quart:5 (pure silex) in which it is contain r d iiiaybe alluvial, 
and oiie of tlie earliest deposits, from the. decomposition of 
tile original unstratified mass. But where shall w'o seek 
for tlie original supply of the precious mehil? How is it 
fornitid, or whence has it been (*xtracted by the agency of 
heat ? 

“it is not enough to say Unit, like other metals, it is 
found diffused through all naturc; for an appreciable 
quantity of gold lias been extracted from violets. In my 
opinion, it exists in the original unstratified mass, in im- 
perceptible proportions, but proportions vaiying in different 
places, other metals being more or less abundant. The 
greater proportion of our soils were fonned, according to 
Sir Humphrey Davy, by decomposition of the original 
mass, and this accounts for the diffusion of gold or small 
particles, which may be taken up by plants, and enter into 
the composition of organised bodies. If, then, Uie uiistra- 
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tified rock is ihe original scat of the metal» bnt in particles 
infinitely minute, it may have been separated by a very 
high degree of heat, by which it would be sublimated, or 
volatilised, and thus canned upward by chemico-electric 
force, and by a process resembling distillation. In this 
way it would poiietmte the quartz rock, or he condensed in 
the spaces of the laminated strata, such as talc-schist or 
mica-slate. Such is the theory of Buckland and otlier 
modem geologists. It may be mere speculation; hut one 
tliing is certain, as may he seen at once by those who have 
examined the larger masses of gold brought from Califor- 
nia, that the finer particles of gold have been niii together 
by a second operation of heat, snlficiont only to fuse them 
jind separate them from die quartz; th(i first was distilla- 
tion, the second smelting, or mther simple fusion. It is 
possible that tliese great o])erations of Nature have been 
i‘epeate<l at different inteniils, and different seams of quartz 
and gold may be found on ascending the ravines, the lower 
more completely scattered (but in finer particles) through, 
and the higher having undergone aftenvawls simple fu- 
sion.” 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Leave for Strramento City— Deacriptloft of the Country— Trader** Exactions— Their 
Mode of dealing with Indians— Their Ethical Notion*— Tiie Nombera of Salmon 
in the River, yet no Fisheries— Colouei Cranshaw's Account, of the Kmigraiit 
Suffering on the Humboldt and tlie Desert— Sutter's Fort— Look in vain for bis 
great Coni-Aclds— The Captain sell* bis Interest in the Land at the Embarca* 
dero, and endeavours to found Suttcrsvilic — The Api>earance of Sacramento City 
—Description of it— Value of Town Lots— Accommodation for Visitors— A Cali- 
fornian Dormitory — Active Trade of the City— Anxiety of the Traders to secure 
Custom— The l»andcnioniums— Their motley FnH]iienters— National Characterie- 
tie,s — Miners’ 'Recklessness— The lIart>our — The Siiipping— Their anomalcus 
Value— Wages at Sacraniento— No AVomen nor Children there then — Californian 
Uorsemanship— Indian Idleness — Sickness in the City— The Unhealthinns of ita 
Situation— (jo down the Sacramento in a M' hale-boat— SuttersviUe — CaU on Cap- 
tain Sutter — Schwarlx’s Settlement — The old Russian Etnbaroadero — Meet Ves- 
sels full of Gold- hunters— Sleep on the River Bank — The Sacramento a noble 
River — The Slough — Kveiting Party there — Its melancholy Termination — Enter 
the Upper or Suisoon Bay— New York— Carquincs Htrait-'Bcmicia— Its Pros- 
pects— Visit Sonoma— The A'allcy and the Town— General Vallejo anxious to 
have it made the Scat of (fovernment— Ride over the Neighbourhood— Leave for 
Sacramento in a small Schooner. 


I LEFT !Mornioii Island for Sacramento city, travelling along 
the Rio de los Americanos, the iiobhi valley expanciing as 
r proceeded, and, as I before remtu'ked, wanting only in 
moisture to render it one of the most fertile in Rie world. 
Ihe timber followed tlio course of tiie river, and appeoi'ed 
in large clumps on the plain, in the places from which the 
water last recedes, suiierb trees standing singly here and 
there, covering a space that at a little distance appeai'ed 
much greater than the radius of any single tree. Wherever 
one of those stood contiguous to the road, it was certain to 
be tlie site of a' grog-shop; and, numerous thouj^i such 
places of resort were, they all appeared to be well patron- 
ised, nor did one ever hear a grumble about the exactions 
of their proprietors, though Riey dejuanded three dollars 
for a battle of stout, and one dollar for four little rolls of 
trash, Avhicdi had no mor(3 the flavour of tobacco than they 
had that of honey. I saw three Califoniian Indians come 
into one of those‘ places while I was resting there, to buy a 
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bottle of spirits, of which they are passionately fond. The 
host better than half filled a bottle with alcohol, making 
up the residue with water, for which he charged them three 
dollars; and afterwards, taking the scale to weigh their 
dust, put in the quarter-ounce weight, wliich I knew was 
above the standard, and kept that full quantity in i>ayment, 
thus robbing those ignorant creatures in tlie three branches 
of tliat simple transaction: first, giving them half water; 
secondly, i)uttiiig in a four-dollar weight to get three dol- 
lars; and, thirdly, having the said weight twenty-five per 
cent, above par: in addition to wdhch, he charged a most 
unconscionable price for an abominable comx)ound. 

As soon as the Indians went out, he tunied to me, and 

said, 1 reckon you smoked how 1 saiwed them at 13 

out?” To which 1 nodded. “ You know,” he continued, 
“no Christian man is bound to give full value to those 
infernal red-skins; they are unsoffisticated vagabones, and 
have no more bissnis with money than a mule or a wolf ; 
they’ve no religion, an’ tharfore no consciences, so I deals 
with them accordin’.” “But,” I replied, not caring to get 
into an ethical controversy with so undiluted a I’cprobate, 
“ I believe your missionaries have already begun to en- 
lighten them, and are making preparations on a large scale 
to convert and bring them into the Christian fold.” “No 
doubt tliey have,” he said ; “but it is time enough for men 
in trade to encourage them when tliey laani the trutlis of 
the Gospel.” 

A new batch of customers interrupted the dialogue, so I 
left this impressive moralist, who I am satisfied deals with 
all alike when he finds he can tiy on his cheating witfi 
impunity. A good many batches of cattle and mules now 
began to dot the plain ; some that had crossed by the land 
route, and just arrived, presenting a wretched contrast to 
those sleek-sided beasts which were bred in the country. 
Looking down the steep river-bank as I sauntered along, I 
could distinctly see great numbers of enormous salmon and 
trout in the clear water below. Such, as I have already 
remarked, abound in the Sacramento, San Joaquim, and 
all their tributaries, in all of which there are countless 
favourable places for erecting weirs, where any amount of 
fish might easily be taken, which always command an ex- 
orbitant price in the Sacramento and Francisco markets. 
No one, however, seems to give tlie matter any attention, 
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though most other projects which present a profitable 
aspect are jumped at witli avidity. 1 bilked over the sub- 
ject with some gentlemen of intelligence and capital in 
both cities, but I could not induce them to entertain it, 
though they would unhesitatingly give eight or ten dollars 
for a good fish. Tlieir general objection was the great 
rises of the river, though, as I told them, weirs might be 
constnicted that could he removed ou the approach of 
Hoods. 

About four o'clock I saw a flag waving on tlu; (uid of a 
tall pole a few miles ahead, on the line of the river, where 
the valley opened out in a south-easterly direction farther 
than the eye could follow its bounds. This 1 was told was 
Sutters Fort, the place w'here Captain Sutter first esta- 
blished himself when lie r«faehod that (jonntiy. As I w^as 
riding slowly on, I wus overtaken by a j>ack-mule train, 
just coming in from the SUiti's, under the guidance of 
Colonel Cransha^v. lioth men and animals appeared ter- 
ribly cut up, and tlicre wove <;oinplaints of many accidents 
and great hardships, suul the loss of several aifinials by 
exhaustion and Indian treachery. The men drew a fright- 
ful picture of the sufierings of the emigrants on Humboldt 
Biver and the desert, Colonel Cranshaw giving it as his 
opinion that they would nil ])erish mik^ss early succour were 
sent to them. 1 recommended him to rej)reseijt it to the 
authorities as soon as lie got to the city, which he did; and 
1 believe it was the means of bringing j'.bout the organisa- 
tion fi)r their rescue w^liich ivas subsequently so ettectively 
got up. lie also informed me of the spread of cholera in 
the States, and mentioned several fatal cases as having 
occurred amongst the emigrants along the Platte. 

We pulled up at Sutter's Fort, which is about two miles 
from the embarcadero on the Bio de los Americanos. It 
is an oblong pile, erected on a rising groimd, with a few 
of the characteristics of a fortress about it, being built of 
adobes, the extenial wall from eighteen to twenty feet in 
height, shedded down all round inside, with an adobe 
house tw^o stories high in ilie centre. 'J’Jiis was originally 
the captain’s residence, and all the sheds served as hi4 
stores, stables, &c. Mow tlie house is a hotel, and the 
.sheds are fitted up as hospitals, billiard-rooms, and taps. 
There are two large gates, at each of which there were a 
pair of Indians (5ouchant; but the whole is in a state of 
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decay, fast crumbling into its original dust, in which it 
would not suiprise me if there were a small per-centage of 
the golden quality. I looked about the fort for Captain 
Buttery’s immense fields of wheat and com, which should 
-then be ready for the sickle, but not a head of either was 
to be seen, the captain having relinquished agricultural 
q)ursuits about the time when they would have recompensed 
him best, if the jiursuit had been a thriving one; but I 
suppose the captain made the experiment, and finding the 
climate unsuitable for maturing gi’ain, discontinued its 
culture; for he is not the man to abandon a project if he 
thinks it can be made to answer expectations by perseve- 
rance and iiidustiy. He no longer resides at the fort, his 
head-quarters being at Buttersville, on the banks of the 
Sacramento, about three miles below the city, where he is 
endeavouring to found a new town, Imving sold his interest 
in the site of Sacramento before it grew into its present 
importance : a piece of over-anxiety which threw a count- 
less fortune into tlie hands of the purchasers, and wliich 
he will not bo able to repair in his new project, for it does 
not appear to take in the slightest degree. 

.Saemmento city, as the cmbarcadero is called, was clearly 
visible from the fort, reposing on the plain in its white 
summer costume; the plains on both sides down stocked 
with cattle, mules, and liorscs, from which the ocean emi- 
grants purchased their supplies, tliere being no animal 
market in San Francisco. For a mile out from the city 
there was a suburb of snow-white tents of different shapes 
and siases, erected amongst the fine open trees that skirted 
it, presenting a pretty and most unique appearance. On 
entering the town 1 fouml nine-tentlis of the houses made 
of tlie same material, nailed on very light frames indeed; 
tlie streets laid out with great regularity, and of a fine 
width, many of tlie majestic trees being permitted to re- 
main, casting their delicious shade around, and adding 
wonderfully to the novel and pleasing elfect. The shops 
and stores are very spacious, and excellently assorted. 
Quantities of even light portable goods are piled out under 
%lie verandahs, where they remain ni^it and day (strange 
as it may appear in this mixed community) with x)erfect 
security: such was the apprehension of summary punish- 
ment that followed detected theft. 

Town lots were fetching wonderful prices at that period ,** 
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sites with frontages twenty-five feet by twenty-five feet in 
deptli bringing from tliree thousand dollars to five dioift- 
sand dollars, with a steady upward tendency. There were 
no hotels; but iu lieu of them theie were boarding-houses, 
wherfj bare meals cost twenty-five dollars per week. At- 
tached to each there was a large apartment, littered over 
with bay, where you paid one dollar for the privilege ot* 
lying on the grt)uiid in your blanket. If you remained 
over one night, you rolled your blanket up ou tli^ spot 
where you lay, and left it there; but as all did not go to 
bed at Uie same time, or in tlie same tidin, you were subject 
to have your snoring interrupted by the iron heel of a huge 
boot on your nose, or the knee of a staggering eniigrajit in 
search of his nest in the pit of your stomach; nor was it 
imusual ill tlie iiioiiiiiig to find a congealed tobacco spittle 
on your check, or like a big soot-drop on your blanket. 
There was one “gent” who generally retired about the 
same hour tliat 1 did, who told me, as “a curiosity,” that 
on last night we had the lionour of liaving as bed-fellows 
two real judges, five ex-governors, three lawyers, and as 
many doctors, streaked with blacksmiths, tinkers, ajid 
tailors, “ that made a most almighty beautiful democratic 
amalgam; tlxat’s a fact.” Our heal’d was as good as it 
could bo witiiout fish, milk, butter, or vegetables; but tiie 
drink was dire stuff. 

TJiere was an active business doing in everj'^ shop with 
emigrants fitting out 4br the mines ; and so anxious were 
shopkeepers to secure a trade at tlieiv large scale of profits, 
that they never exhibited any hesitation about giving credit 
U) large amounts to parties they were wliolly unacquainted 
witl). and tliis without any introduction whatever. I saw 
several instances of this, and heard emigrants express their 
astonishment at tlie wonderful liberality of die traders, 
who, however, took care in all the cases to ’palin off a se- 
cond-rate article, or one tliat had suffered damage in its 
long transit, knowing that customers accommodated with 
long credits would not be over-scrutinous iu their exami- 
nations; while tluiir knowledge of die richness of the mines 
afforded them a gmfrantee that their customers would haw 
the means of easy repayment wdthin their reach. 

Ilut the establishments that commanded the largest and 
steadiest tratle, and where the circulating medium beat 
with,, the strongest pulsation, were die “pandemoniums,” 
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which were crowded morning, noon, and night, with cer- 
tainly, the most mixed and motley congregations I ever 
before witnessed: whites, half-castes, copper, mahogany, 
and blacks — delegates from every nation that takes any part 
or interest in the commerce or intercourse of the world; 
their features more varied than their colours, and their 
costumes representing the fashions of their several coun- 
tries. The jargon of voices, muthirings, and exclamations 
of those vohiries of fortune, made a most strang() medley of 
sounds, and one could well discover the various national 
characteristics of the players in the progress of the game : 
the cool indifference of the Russian or tlie Turk, the latter 
placidly sti'okiiig his beard under the frowns of the fickle 
goddess; while the Frenchman at his elbow was sibilating 
his “sa6‘m,”and the Yankee opposite cursing and thumping 
tlie table with boisterous vehemence ; Paddy down at the 
end consoling himself with the philosophic reflection, “ The 
worse luck now the better another time. Come, my hearties ! 
send round tlie ball — a faint heart never won a fair lady — 
huiTOo!'! — the cloaked Spaniard and the phlegmatic German 
laying down their stak<ips mechanically from the outside; 
the Scotch chiel poking in his head from the same region, 
just to see how tlic chances ran “afore he risked bis siller;” 
while Ihilians smoked and hummed, and Chinese looked 
as innocent as if tricks were no part of their training. All 
the riew-comcrs staked coin, the miners dust, some of them 
putting down largo purses at a single venture, exclaiming, 
“Now for it! home or the diggiiis!” “The diggius, by 
heaven!” as tlie president raked tlie bag into the infemal 
coffers ; and up got the miner to go dig another fortune, ■ 
and again to have it charmed from his grasp. 

There was a largo fleet of fine shipping iu the river, lying 
afloat close enough to the hanks to discharge by gangway, 
the river being vei*y deep, and tidal for fifty miles above 
the city. Several splendid ships were dignantled, and con- 
verted into stores, boarding-houses, ana hospitals, their 
crews having all desei:ted, and there being no possibility 
of getting them down to the coast. I saw “A. 1” ships 
%iere, four hiurdrc'd tons burden, offered for eight thousand 
dollars without getting a customer; and fifteen-ton boats, 
suited for river trade, selling readily as high as two thou- 
sand five hundred dollars. Wages for all descriptions of 
work were veiy high at that time, a common labourer getting 
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twelve dollars and his “ keep,” and any other sort of trades- 
man from one ounce to twenty dollars. The cost of tight- 
^^ning the tiros of a waggon was tliirty-two dollars, and that 
of shoeing a horse twelv<i dollars. However, as the emi- 
grants came in, those unparalleled charges woi’e gradually 
lined down, but never to what 1 would call a reasonable 
level. 

There was one peculiarity about the city, tlien containing 
about ton thousand souls, that couUl not fail to strike a 
stranger immediately — namely, the total absence of women 
and children. Native Californians wore constantly coming 
and going; galloping, as is always their custom, at full 
speed,, even through the most crowded tlioroiighfai^s. 
I'hey manage their horses, howevei*, with admirable skill, 
and can rein them up in an instant, from tlie severity of 
their bits. Numbers, too, of the native Indians were con- 
stantly strolling about, too idle to hin^ tliemselves out, even 
at the high rates offered. TJiey wore strolling in groups, 
and genondly engaged in gainl/ling, not with cards, but at 
a kind of thimble-rig, in which oiieman takes a small ball, 
und jifter shufHing bis liands, so as to {)U7.zl(i the sight, then 
holds them out for the parties to guess in which the ball 
is, each taking his tuj’ii at iiiding it. 1 was greatly amused 
while standing over them as they wen' sejuatted under a 
large tree at the end of one of the main streets, swaying 
their bodies about and passing remarks during the progress 
of the game. 

Sickness prevailed in the city in the shape of dysentei’y 
and diarrhcjea, and great apprehensions were entertained 
lliat the incoming emigrants would bring cholera witJi 
them. I fear that the city, from its position, will never be 
a peculiaiiy healthy one, for it stands in a hollow, several 
feet below tlie level of the river-bank. This renders it ab- 
solutely impossible to drain it properly; while the ground 
at the back, tow'ai*ds the fort, and again on the south, 
fowards Suttersvill^ rises so considerably, that unless the 
authorities can establish a mediterranean sink to swallow 
tlie impurities, they must let them diy up and foster in the 
pools that stand under the houses, which are raised on 
piles. 

After inspectmg this gossamer city, I started with a few 
new acquaintances in a whale-boat down the tSacramento, 
leaving at the turn of the tide^ and dropping down to Siott- 

D 
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tersville, 'rdiGire there were a few ships lying. There, 
although several streets were staked out, very few houses 
were erected, and no appefirance of any trade or bustle, 
except that resulting from a small garrison of United States 
troops stationed there, greatly thinned, as I heard, by de- 
sertion, while at the back of the town stood the residence 
of Captain Sutter, on whom I called. He was, however, at 
his rancho on Featiier lliver; ^ circumstance I much re- 
gretted, as I expected to have derived a good deal of infor- 
mation from him concerning the country, and to have 
obtained his candid opinion as to its agricultural capa- 
bilities. 

Four miles farther down, on tlie opposite side of the 
river, there is a German settler named Schwartz, who has 
cleared a lot of land, on which he raises water and musk 
melons and jmmpkins, arid now derives a very good income 
from their sale. He has a squad of half-civilised Indians 
about him, whom lie keeps mostly employed in net-fishing 
for salmon, which they catch in great numbers and of im- 
mense size. Some of them, tliat I saw split and suspended 
to dry ill a shed behind his house, weighed as much as 
thirty pounds, and are only used for the diet of liis Indian 
servitors, who relish them exceedingly. I told him it would 
j)ay him better than his vegetable gardening to send the 
fish fresh to the Sacramento market: an experiment he 
said he would tiy. He is a long time in the country, and 
said to be enormously richj but lives in a rude and com- 
fortless state, and without any idea of hospitality. A few 
miles below him, on the opposite bank, is what is called 
the Ilussiau embarcadero : a sloping indentation on the 
shore, where the llussians at one time formed a small set- 
tlement, but at present tliere is no vestige of tlic colony, 
nor does the adjoining country fuinish any evidence that 
they were improving settlers; for, beyond a small clearance 
for tlje supply of firewood, I could J^t see any trace of 
industiy. ' " 

We pulle<l*eight or nine miles farther down, against a 
strong flood tide, passing two schooners and several smaller 
craft on their way up, choke-full of passengere; and, as the 
shades of evening set in, made fast our boat to a tree stem, 
cooking our supper, and fixing our couches on the hank; 
often hearing tliroughout the night the jocund song of em- 
bryo gold-diggers, gladly gliding over the waters to the 



OF CAUmililA. 


51 


golden goal. Next morning we got under way early, atealing 
down by the lofty banks under the sh»jde of the impending 
.trees, getting an oecasionai slant of favourable wind at 
some of tlie liends of this truly noble rhei% which is almost 
of a uihfonu depth, without “snag” or “sawj-er,’’ or any 
other obstruction, to intoi*f(*re with or emlanger navigation : 
a peculiarity the more striking from the gi’eat height and 
impetuosity of its winter Hoods, and the proximity of tim- 
ber trees to the banks. Tlu^re are scai’Cely any water-fowl 
on its lower waters, and rarely, if ever, is there an open 
space in tlie impenetrable forest that skirts its shon^s. I 
lauded in several j)laces. whej*o J thought I discovered 
breaks; but they were of no and only caused by 

lagunes too swamj)}' for tlie growth of timber. We passed 
two sniiill Indian encampments during the day; but the 
occupants had nothing to oiler in the way of trade?, and 
appeared to he living iu a stah' of great squalor, many of. 
them covered with blotches and loatiisome ulcers. 

Howevt?r, if silence and solitude redgned along the shores, 
the songs of the sailors and boatTn(?«. and the chants of 
cheery emigrants, enlivened the watei-s us they swept along, 
in quick su(;crssioii, towards the goal of their fortunes; tmd 
many \% time vyere we hailed for infonuation by those san- 
guine voyagers, to know how matters went on in the mines, 
as tliey conceived it “ passing sU’angc” to sec iiieii turning 
their hacks upon JMuj.us as we were. We came on the 
second night to the mouth of the Slough, u narrow gut that 
runs in a straight course for <'.ight miles, joining the river 
again at the end of that distance, the river taking a sweep 
of forty miles to aiTivc at the same point. It is deep 
enough for any vessel, and all come through it to shorten 
the distance. According to the computation of an Ame- 
rican settler there, w'e were Jihiety miles iVom Sacramento. 
In the course of tlic evening we were joined by four otlu^r 
^boats on their w^ up, and made “ right merrie ’ on Uie* 
strength of our plying intelligeiujc; for, though 1 did not 
disguise the drawbacks, such as sickness and privations, 
these never overcast the bright anticipations which the cer- 
tain abundance of gold engendered. IMyriads of mosqui- 
toes tilled the air in the neighbourhood, tiie first 1 saw on 
the waters of the Sacramento, and of a veiy poisonous 
species, inflammation settiitg in immediately after the sting. 
They resisted all our efforts to banish them, and continu^ 



A STIUILL THROUGH THE 

dreadfully annoying, coming in clouds from the tide marshes 
that lay between the Slough and the river. Like our party 
coming up the Platte, the Americans betook themselves to. 
the water, performing till sorts of capers, and, in their exu- 
berant glee, indulging in every manner of joke: one fellow, 
after a heavy plunge, shouting out, “Bottom, bottom!” ano- 
ther hallooing in reply, “ Take care you don’t knock it out, 
ami let through all the gold!” and such like badinage; but 
ill the height of the merriment a sharp ciy of distress arose, 
and before assistance coub' be rendered, a young man, 
named Flintner, had jiassed from the hopes and anxieties of 
this world to an endless e^^caiiity. 

Aft<U' passing the Slough next tnoniing, the river began 
to expand, forming bars in place.., the ‘ iber getting thin- 
ner, and the l)ank.^ more and more fla*, nr til w(i passed the 
delta through whicJi the waters of the Saerainont' and the 
San Joaquim disembogue into Siiisoon Day. (.)ii getting 
into the bay we oncoimtered a heavy sea, driven up 'y a 
north-westerly breeze, which was quite enough for an open 
boat to contend with; and the wind continued to freshen 
so much that we wei’o forced to bear off for a small harbour 
oil its eastern shore, where a new city has been founded, 
under tlio proud name of New York. It is, however, a per- 
fect mystery to me on what its founders build their expec- 
bitions of future eminence, for it stands on a swamp, with 
a shallow channel to approach it, and a bald barren coun- 
try behind it. As the afternoon ailvanced the breeze lulled, 
and we entered Oarquiiies Strait under a resplendent sky, 
gemmed over with celestial jewels, that shed a glittering 
light on the high, hold cliff’s of its southern shore; the in- 
fant city of Bemicia, on the hanging slojie opposite, with its 
ships in front, and military cantonments spread out on the 
hill behind, presenting a novel but beautiful spectacle. 

Benicia stands on the northern shore of the strait which 
connects the Suisoon and the San Pid^ Bays ; the strait 
is a mile wide, and several fathoms iri*epth. The shore 
along the town is bold and deep, admitting vessels of tlie 
largest burden to come close alongside. The head-quarters 
of the American troops in California are fixed here, which, 
I imagine, led to the idea of establishing the city, in ex- 
pectation that extensive government works would follow. 
As yet, however, there is no sypaptom of any move of that 
sort, aiid town lots, which were for a while at a high 
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prc^mium, now drag out a precarious existence at pai'- 
There are a few good houses and stores, but there is no 
.stir of trade a]>out it. Like New York, the countjy behind 
Benicia is of mediocre character, the hills apj)roachiijg it 
‘dosoly, and it Ims no contfSexion with any of the mines. 
I cannot, iherefoi predi(‘t any gitjat prospect for this new 
] wbh h hrts, however, many uatiirul advantages. 

ing Sacramento 1 intended iroing on to Fran- 
(•:sc«‘ ' j. ' vidg south, and wintering in the distrii t of 
» h I ni d ose ; but L .lit accidentally met with two 

i !. I’i'tins across tlie continent, with two other 

'? '*>■ ^.h on llieir way np to 8a<-rameiito, to start 

L (■ '. lich roint* Haw recenmted to me mar- 
• iwH. d( rived fiojji »« Inhitahli? authority, pressing 

• joM h'-oi. 'This I. liiiallv consentiMl to, having, as 
Cl uland ..eu_i 7 ' months to visit the northern 

oefne iVe reason would s(‘tin: so I arranged 
lu m<H.*t them at S.VTatneiuo in thre<5 days, giving them 
authority to include my n'quisiles in tJieir ouliit, as I de- 
tt'rmined to take this op])ort unity of visiting Sonoma, 
which was r<'pri:seiit<‘d in the most glowing colours as a 
valley of gn at beauty and (extraordinary i'ertility, svhere 
gmin had been raised, and could he l^i’ovvh to mtuit the 
reqiiircinenls of tln^ eutir(5 country', being anxifais to see a 
place so particularly s))ecifiod as ])Ossessing agricultural 
(pialiiicatioiis, of wdiicli i doubted tlie (existence for miy ex- 
tent in any part of the valh'y of the S;icraui(*nto. TIjo 
valley and the town, one of tin? sites of the old Missions, 
are situated on the northcni shores of the bay, about 
I'igliLcen iiiiles .nlaiul, on a creek of its own name, which 
iS n' jgahh^ for twelve or fourteen miles for vessels of light 
draught in seasons of high water; but at this season (10th 
September) die embarcadero cannot be approached, even 
by a canf except at the top of liigh water. The sliores 
of lliu hii^ . for miles iiihuid, are marshy, and fit for 

nothing unless it M the cultivation of rice. However, as 
I proceeded the land improved wonderfully in quality, but 
the fine grass w^as brown and parched for want of moisture ; 
several herds of tame cattle and horses, all in niagnificent 
condition, were scattered over it. Inhere were also good 
log-houses of new settlers. The valley is hounded at the 
back by low rounded hillii, with scarcely any timber, but 
green all over with wild oats, on which the' cattle feed 
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>Yhen other herbage is scanty; and from those hills there 
issue several streams, that might be made subservient to 
the purposes of inigation in the earlier season, but very 
few of them now contained anvwater. 

The town, like all the old'^issions, is built round a 
plaza, but there is now- scarcely a vestige of the old estab- 
lishments ; in their stead, good modem houses and stores 
have been erected. It is a favourite place for settlement 
by those not catried away by tlie mania of gold-digging, 
and will rise into importatico, if the propiietor, General 
Don Mariano Guadalupe Vallejo, succeeds (as it is thought 
he will) in having the seat of government transferj’ed thither, 
whdn it w^oiild become the residence of the governor, and 
the place where the senate and asstmibly would congi’egate. 
The general, who is an enormously rich man, wouhl be 
greatly heneiited l)y sudi an aiTaugcmient, for almost all 
the property around belongs to him. The position and 
natural beauty of the plac^e will tell in its favour, and I 
understand tliat the general has otFered to advance a sum 
sufficient to cover the erection of all the offices and public 
buildings require<l by the government. I waited on the 
general, who is a native of the country, and was received 
wdth the greatest courtesy and hospitality. He is a fine, 
handsome man, in the prime of life, of suixi’ior attainments 
and great natural talent: the only native Californian in the 
senate. His lady is also jmssessed of unusual personal 
attractions, and of that easy dignity and cordiality of man- 
ner so peculiarly characteristic of Spanish ladies. His 
house is a fine one, superbly furnished, find wanting in 
iiotliing that comlbrt or luxury recpiires. 

I hired a hoi’se, and rode over the whol^j of the adjacent 
countiy, known as tlie valley of Sonoma, but could only 
meet a few places, of inconsiderable extent, where crops 
could be raised, as in those localities only could irrigation 
be kept up to the proper period of matoration. I finished 
my sun^ey time enough to get down lo a nice schooner 
lying at the moutli of the creek, in which I engaged my 
passage to Sacramento; but, being late, 1 was obliged to 
put up with deck accommodation, all the berths below 
being occupied: a disappointment I did not much i*egret 
in such a climate, on one of its finest nights, after such an 
apprenticeship as 1 had served to unsheltered sleeping in 
crossing thb plains. 
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We weighed tiuchor l>y niooidiglit wiili a line hveezo; but 
just as \vc hovti in stays on oiir tivst lack, wc ioveivaclied 
on to a bank, getting iast agronud, and as the tide rose, 
kept thumping and clrilting for some hours. . Allliongh the 
sea did not jtui very high, our situation was atttanled with 
danger, as our hark was one <d’ those. Irail craft got^up 
hurriedly to meet the <1< inaiid for river navigation, and was 
neither timbered, fastoiiod, nor found substantially, and 
was without even a loalge on board to bowse iier oH'. 
However, as the wind sets steadily from the same point 
i'runi Eebniaiy till October, we knew would forge in the 
same direction all night, and probably stagger into deep 
%vater ere the morning tide. The air wa.s very shai'p, but 
srleep or comfort was not to be obtained ; for, alter lying for 
a while on her larboard lieain-ends, bumping and thumping, 
pur (jraft would siuldf^nly rise on oven ki^el in doopor water, 
and as suddenly fan down on her starboard Ixaan, huddling 
passengers, fui’nituve, and all odds and ends in the cabin, 
into a kaleidoscopic heap, inflicting on them seiious wounds, 
cuts, and bruises. I'ho dock was altogether unsate, for tire 
buhvarks were so low tliat they afforded no protof'toii from 
a sharp list; but as her sails were lowered and not. hirled, 
I bethought me tliat probal^ly tiie bag of tlie foresail might 
afford a tolerable hammock. So, crawling forwaid during 
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tt short lull* I made fast the boom securely, and, drop- 
ping myself down, was soon rocked into a profound sleep, 
which was broken in upon in the middle of tlie night by 
the noise of the crew and the shouting of the captain to 
hoist the sails. I could not at once bring to mind my 
situation, and made no effort to rise till I found the canvass 
slipping ill folds from under me, and the boom swinging 
violently, when I became conscious of my situation and 
danger, and roared with might and main without making 
myself heard. 1 then endeavoured to get upright, but 
every lift of the sail upset me, and as it was fast getting 
chock uj), I felt the peril of my position ; grasping at tlie 
reef-points, two of which I got hold of, and being in the 
second i*ow, they just enabhid me to touch the boom with 
my toes : how'ever, as I was to leeward, the bagging of the 
sail to a stiff breeze made my hold very insecure and feai*- 
fully dsuigorous, being wholly iinperceived in the dark, and 
the vessel going free, fully eight knots. I again tried to 
attract attention, hut my efforts w’cro drowned by the 
rushing of the water and the whistling of the wind through 
the cordage. My hold and footing now got more difficult 
and uncertain, rendering me dreadfully nervous and ex- 
hausted. But just as I was aliout abandoning all hopes, 
the man at tln^ helm let the shi]) take a yaw to leeward, thti 
saij gibed, and as it passed over the deck, I drop^ied down 
almost in a state of insensibility. It was a miraculous and 
providential deliverance, and led to the registration of a 
vow on the subject of hammocks, Avhich I would recommend 
all travellers to imitate. It seems our bark got afloat in 
deep w'ater earlier than we expected ; and there being no 
more shoals or banks in our course, and tolerable starlight, 
the captain ordered the men to make sail, my lucky star 
being in the ascendant, otherwise thei'e Avould have been on 
abrupt conclusion to my Californian rambles and adven- 
tures. 

As the morning sun rose, warm and unclouded, my 
vapours, excitement, and displeasure evaporated, leaving 
me, however, as the sailors term it, “an appetite like a 
handsaw,” and making me merge every cranky feeling into 
a keen desire for breakfast, which was prolonged, to tlie 
annoyance of the second table candidates, by the recital of 
the hammock adventure, as tlio crowded state of the vessel 
and her limited accommodation rendered such an arrange- 
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luent inevitable. There were divers misl|^ps of a more 
unpretending character, evidenced by patclies and dis- 
colorations of different tints and shades; but die only 
querulous sufferer was an old Welsh alclieniist, on his way 
to the mines, to elieat Nature out of tlie great secret, wlio lost, 
one ])ane out of his spect4icles, and was apprehensive tliat 
, the glaziers in Sacramento were uni)rovided wiUi any but 
what the trade term ii C.C. article. V»irious were the sly 
jokes and bad puns manufactured on the occasion, till a 
rough countiyman of my own suggested a piece of “Pal’s 
hat," which fairly roused C.-adwallader from a simmer to a 
boil over. 

As the day advanced the wind declined, the sun’s heat 
increasing in intensity till noon, when it subsided to a dead 
calm, which, together witli an ehh tide, obliged us to cast 
anchor nearly alireast of tlie mouths of th(^ Sacramento and 
Sandoaquim rivers. Kveiy one now adoi'tcd his favourite 
method of killing thin?, which was rather a diilicult labour 
with the limited annourv on board, as library there was 
none; ncitlier were tlu'n; lishing-llnes, nets, inusi<*al instru- 
ments, nor even a shady retreat tiom the solar blaze; for 
dread note^ uf pre])uratioii wove audildy issuing from the 
little cabin, where tlu; torjiid mos<juit.oes, which had been 
piiralyseil by tlio ('hills (‘f San Frjincis(;o, Ix'gjin buckling 
on their armour, reinforced by fresh diafts from tlie neigh- 
bouring delta. Cigars were emjdoyod hv soimi, others were 
ongHgod at rifle-prjictic(^. at eini^ty lM)tt[es thrown into tlie 
water, but by far the greater numbni’ wore engaged in the 
study of the “Californian x>rayer-book ' — as a ]>ack of cards 
i.s profanely (lesignat(Ml-~ji weapon which a native or an 
acclimated settler rarely stirs abroad witliout, siudi is 
the all-absorbing passion for the gaim*.; and most ciu’eful, 
too, are they of their missal, which they carry in a nicely 
fitting case, something like those sandwich-boxes which 
hard-worked lawyers in the Westminster courts caiTy about 
to swell their bags. 

As 1 WHS suiTeying the vaiious gi’oups of moiUc profes- 
sors, “poker’ pushers, and “uker” players, I overheard the 
steward telling the captain, “ that not calculating on such 
a crowd of passengers, he feared all his fre.sh provisions 
would run out.” While they were discussing as to how 
this difficulty was to be met, I called the captain’s attention 
to a moving mass, as it appeared to me, on the side of one 
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of the remote which proved, on a survey through the 
glass, to be a large herd of cattle which I imagined be- 
longed to a neighbouring rancho. I would not have 
minded them further, only that the captain ordered a boat 
to be lowered, and commenced canvassing for recruits to 
go in pursuit of “tlie wild steers yonder;” but, with the 
exception of myself and another, there were no volunteers . 
to reinforce the regular crew of Uie vessel. So we pushed 
olf, seven in number, dividing ourselves, when we reached 
the shore, into three pfirtios, a centre, and two wings, 
creeping as covertly as the naked pasture would permit, 
until the mate and his companion, who came first within 
range, fired. The herd then broke in our direction, and 
by the time tliey ajvpn^ached close enough for our guns to 
play, we could di.scern one badly cripfded, unable to keep 
up witJi the rest, stopping frequently, looking back wildly, 
and lowing lowly in a piteous tone, during one of which 
pauses my cominde shot him again, and fatally, for life 
was quite extinct ere we came up, a distance of not more 
than one hundred and fifty yards. 

He was in prime order, and, from his marks and nice 
points, would not disgrace the paddocks of the best Lei- 
cestershire feeder. "While cutting him uj), I inquired if 
tiiose herds were numerous, or if there was no ownership 
claimed by any partie.s. it seems, however, that, unless a 
beast in tliat countiy is duly branded, he is public property, 
and that the number of those independent herds in the 
valleys of the Saci’amento and San Joaquim are immense, 
originating in animals that wander out of company on 
those vast plains, which, after once breeding in the wilder- 
ness, are never again disposed to rejoin tlie more domesti- 
cated droves. Settlers, too, who, ere the discoveiy of the 
gold mines, were attracted to Oregon as a country more 
suited for agricultural purposes, made convenient selections 
from their large herds, driving them over the mountains, 
and leaving the culls to “increase and multiply,” in a state 
of perfect nature ; from which parent stock the country is 
supplied with a substitute for the buffalo, which is not 
found westward of the Rocky Mountains; and most oppor^ 
tunely do they often minister to an empty stomach, or a 
system rife with sem'v}^ from the constant use of salt pro- 
visions unaccompanied with vegetables* 

By the time we got on board with all the prime pieces, 
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a fresh breeze began to spring up vrith the flood tide ; but 
as evening came on, the air l>ecatne uncomfortably chill, 
which was more sensibly felt by me 'from the state*^ of the 
blood, after the shai'p exemse of the day, eacli having had 
a long distance to pack a hoa\y load of beef. The cabin 
being ^ crammed to sulfocafcion, and dark with tobacco 
smoke, I rolled myself up in iny blanket on the deck, at 
a respectful distance Irorii the foresail: but the extreme 
cold banishing the lu.xiiry of sleep, J shifted my position 
close to the cook’s quarters. However, the caloric in that 
region was uisufficieut to modify my shivers. I tried the 
virtues of braudy-aiid- water, but tliey w<Te no avail, and 
by the time eviiiy resource was exluuistc'd, aiul day break- 
ing, L felt sickish and out of sorts; the breakfast prepara- 
tions hissed iinheecj^d round my ears, and were wafted 
witliout effect under niy nostrils: my aching joints caused 
me to apprehend a fevei*, as heinliiclie began stealthily to 
take its place, with which the stomach soon avowed a 
kindred sympathy, until a complete over-all-islmesa forced 
me to resiiuie uiy blanket. The <lLmier, with all its wild- 
beef attractions, had none for me; and as the day again 
declined into sliade and cobl, I felt thrills iilong my spine, 
followed by an uncontrollable shivering (piite foreign to 
m<?, but recognised by the iniriate<l as the ]>r(imonitory 
symptoms of ague, Avhicii, sure enougli, as another night 
came round, had gHtli< j*t.*d sufficient ^troTigth to sJiake me 
■without mercy. 

Nor were the cold tits the wwst: the diy roasting fever 
that succeeded had incomparably more horrors for me; 
and for the four days during which we continued to creep 
up tins fine river, on which the high banks Jind lofty 
timber permitted only the topsails to draw with effect, did 
my ailment increase in virulence, my strength becoming so 
thoroughly jirostrated, that J. had to be carried on shore in 
a hammock, to where uiy friend’s tent was erected on the 
outskirts of the city. 1 tried a whoh.* catalogue of ague 
recipes; but* iiiy daily visitant, which came as punctually 
as if its movements had betai regulated by a chronometer, 
set them all at defiance, until I was unable to sit erect to 
take a drink; my shoulders, hips, knees, and ankles getting 
stripped and ulcerated from the terrible shaking and the 
harchiess of my couch, jily case was now considered hope- 
less, and, believing my recovery impossible, I made an 
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effort, though an ineffectual one, to scrawl a line to my 
absent friends, which was forwarded by a friend, whose 
unwearying kindness and tender attention shall never be 
forgotten by me. 

In addition to my bodily weakness, I also conceived 
that my mental fticulties were failing, which caused an 
agony of fear and contrition at the thought of going be- 
fore my Eternal Judge without any religious consolation. 
While in this state, I pei'suaded my friend, as a last re- 
source, to procure me some quinine, sufficient for three 
doses of double the ordinary quantity. The IJrst of these 
he reluctantly administered in a little brandy, and, to his 
great dismay, saw it followed by the most aggravated and 
prolonged ague-lit I ever had ; but as it subsided, instead 
of its usual concomitant, a burning f§ver, I found a genial 
glow begin to creep over me, accompanied by a gentle 
perspiration, and a sooUied state of mind and body, whicli 
was succeeded by the first visitation of refreshing sleep I 
had had for several days. 1 awoke greatly refreshed, and, 
feeling that my enemy was staggered, ins^^sted on another 
dose to follow up the blow, and again a delicious slumber, 
unbroken by dreams, shed its sanative influence upon me. 
When waking consciousness returned, 1 felt stout enough 
to demand imperatively the remaining dose, and as 1 
swallowed it, 1 felt as assured of my victory as if 1 had 
had my knee on the chest of a footpad, with a pistol at his 
heail* 

The Californian ague is said to be the veiy worst type of 
tliat fearful malady; and its victims, being, for the most 
pai’t, unprovided with the means and appliances to mitigate 
its attacks, suffer j)roportionately. Living in cold tents, 
sleeping on the danq) eiu-th, working veiy generally knee- 
deep in water, rarely provided witlr changes of clothing, 
and using unwholosonie diet, tliey become an easy prey to 
its ravages. 

• I subsequently got a recipe from a gentleman whom I met, the 
efficacy of which. 1 once tested in a renewed attack, and in numerous 
other cases where I administered it. This I subjoin for the benefit ot* 
future travellers:— 

Twenty-five grains of blue pttU twenty-five grains of quinine, and 
twelve grains of oil of block pepper, niado into twelve pills; one to bo 
taken every hour, for six hours, on the morning of the fit; one every 
hour, for four hours, the following morning; the remaining two, at the 
same interval, on the third morning. 
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When able to move about the to^vn, I was amazed at the 
extent of improvement dunng the limited period of my 
absence. The edifices, to be sui'e.^vere of simple con- 
struction, and capable of being erected with great facility: 
nevertheless, when I sunwed one fine new stre-et of goodly 
proportions, with well-stored shops and a busy population, 
wdiich had sprung into being and bustle in so brief a space, 
I could not repress my wonder. Other streets, ambitiously 
planned, were also fast approximating to litness for occu- 
pation. The most imposing piece of architecture in eaqli 
was, as a nuitter of course, a capacious *‘11011,” or gaudy 
gambling rendezvous, one of which had emblazoned on it, 
in letters of imn\ense magnitude, tiic ipiaiutly character- 
istic name of “The City Diggings.” 

There wjis an uniisual ballot just then proceeding, to 
take the sense of the community as io tJie jn-opriety of 
having a charter for the city: a nieasnvi' which was near 
being defeated, owing to wondrous activity and profuse ex- 
penditure in treating and hrihing by tlie gambling commu- 
nity, who feare<l that, if the city became endowed with re- 
gular corj>onite priviUjges, energetic steps would be taken 
to put down tlndr nuisaucos. Two ounces of gold was the 
ordinary rate of a vote, ami all those nefarious receptacles 
wore turned into open cellars for the occasion, where (ivery* 
reckless opiionont to law, onler, or good society, could walk 
in and help himself as he listed. Howen e)*, after a close 
contest, the vampires and Uieir niyrinid* ns w(a'f‘ defeated; 
and the city is now governed by municipal laws and regu- 
lations, eniaiiating from a corporation who arc interested 
in the real and pernianeiit j)rosperity of the place, whicdi 1 
trust has, ere this, abolished or abated those crying abomi- 
nations. 

J was awakened, the morning after the election, by the 
booming of cannon at regular intervals ; and sin»posing it 
to bo either in celebration of the auspicious termination of 
that event, or announcing tlie an*ival of a frigate that was 
expected, I took a stroll towards the harbour, from wdience 
the reports came, my strength being sufficiently restored 
to enable me to take modorate exercise ; but I discovered 
tliat the feu-d&'joie was in honour of the opening of tho 
first attempt at a regular hotel, which was just observable 
above the surface w^hen I^went dovvn the Sacramento. It 
is called tlie “City Hotel,” and is a fine lumber or wooden 



biiilditig ol ^CHQ^iderab^ dunenstons, intended to be the 
gsneat ^&^itectaral ^ture of city, with decorations of 
as preta^ing a chaitcter as green wood would admit of ; 
hsA m to their affinity to any of the celebrated orders of 
antiquity, or to the incongnioits medleys of modem date, 
I believe it would l>e just as difficult a task to decide upon 
the exact relationship of Dermot MacFig’s Dulcinea, ^vbich 
she pleaded in extenuation of being 

Caiight in a jif? 

With a mealman so tall and so big, 

as to say whether the Corinthian, the Ionic, the Gothic, or 
some other of the “nics” or niches could lay best claim to 
the flattering connection. In a word, it is a showy edifice, 
with a good deal of cutting, carving, and scratching, clothed 
in a gaudy suit of liaring paints, and with a large project- 
ing verandah and balcony to relieve tlie “ broad Atlantic” 
of its countenance. 

The interior is laid out more with a view to profit than 
pomfort, the saloons for tlie tMe-dliSte and wet smolcers 
being more thim ordinarily capacious, while the dormito- 
ries are in the other extreme, tliose with single beds being 
cramped, piuched-up little cells, wide enough in one direc- 
tion for a folding mattress, and in the otlier for a slim 
mshhand-stand, a narrow chair, the occupant, and his 
valise. • There are some half-dozen state sleeping-rooms of 
more extensive dimensions, with one or two more articles 
of attenuated furniture, and space enough for the atten- 
dant, when summoned, to come in bodily, on which a cor- 
resq>ondingly high tariff was exacted. There is also one large 
omnibus apartment, with sleeping traps, or bunks, as they 
are called, in tiers four deep all around, festooned 'with 
printed or daubed calico, calculated to accommodate, or, 
more properly speaking, hold an entire regiment. In the 
centre of this room stood a dressing-table of undressed 
wood, surmounted with an exaggerated basin, and looking- 
glass to match; while from its horns hung in chains an 
elephantine rack and brush on either side, the tooth-brush 
being exempt from restraint, either because it was compa- 
ratively vahieless, or because the eccentric motions of 
dental purification required it Ip be left free. The order 
of each day is, “One done, another come on;” in con- 
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fomiity with which a rank of candidates, witli tucked-up 
sleeves and tneked-dow^n collai’s, stand in exact lile for their 
turns; tlie man next the j>ersoix under the process very 
generally taking a rasp at the tooth-brush, either to while 
away the time or have so much of his job over. The main 
apartment has a spacious bai* at one end, will) au elongated 
eoiniter, on which are placed the dififerent potatoiy imple 
nicnts and inslrimients, arranged in their most attractive 
positions; behind which are rows of nit oly-decorated kegs, 
witli their polished brass cocks and distinctive designations, 
the space over tliem htdng garnished with bottles of every 
variety of size, sliape, and liiu*. labelled ^lost picturesquely. 
At the other end stand a hilliard-tehle and sundry other 
tables, where folks might either sip their b(3verage or open 
their prayer-Books, or botli ; (iaeli of which was rented out 
to ffwnte dealers, roulette jdayors, or chuck -a-luck men. 
Chairs, rocking and ricketty, are distribuU‘d at convenient 
intervals, and the avails m-e hung round with prints of the 
“lions" iiidigeuoHs to tlio States. 

It w^as not exactly the most propitious day for inspecting 
the premises, as' the crowd that throngCMl it was immense, 
the hosifftal'lc lessees having spread a gmtiutons board for 
all comers, ^vhere the fare was most ph^ntiful «ind excellent, 
and attendance most prompt, eveiy call being attended to 
witii as much alacrity and apparent cheerfulness as if tlxe 
screw had been at work. (Jhampagne was produc^ed as 
quickly as water, and ])astr}* — ^^vhich bears a most exorbitant 
price — was as plentiful as hard bread; while demolished 
hams, joints of beef, mutton, and venison, were inagicajly 
ujpiuced by most becoming succ<.3.ssors ; pennitting me to 
take it for gianted that the culinaiy (I (apartment was most 
conveniently and efliciently contrived. The feast was pro- 
longed for several ho\irs, and tlie drinking until its effects 
wore iiTesistible. Putting the current price upon tlie dif- 
ferent meats, drinks, condiments, &c. which were sacrificed 
on Umt day, I could fearles.sly assert thot five thousand 
doliai’s would not cover the expense. The building and 
fumitimi of tlie concern cost fifty thousand dollars, and it 
is held at a yearly sum of ten thousand dollar.?: rather u 
stai‘tling rent for such a concern, in a city of not twelve 
months’ standing. 
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CHAPTER YI. 


Prepare for the Northern Trip — Admiral Stockton’s magnanimous Conduct — Select 
an Ox-Team — Price of Ha.y — Lose some of our Animals — Obliged to travel our 
First Stage by Night— I^ad Marks — Our Nap on the Trail — Disappointed Hopes 
—Distress of the Oxen — Roach the River — Resume our Journey — Find good 
Quarters, and kill a Deer — Fair’s Raiiche — Those Establishments in Days of 
Yore— The Contrast now — Mr. Fair’s Tariff on the Productlans of his llanche — 
The Juba Indians — Wo trade with them — Their Mode of Fishing — The River 
and the Crossing — Visit a Mining Encampment — Our Trail to Feather River — 
Our Camp and our Neighbours — Their Treacherous Conduct — Attempt at Ex- 
planation — Declaration of Hostility — Disposition of our Forces — Night Attack — 
Appearances in the Morning — Order of Ov^ssing —The Action — The Retreat of 
Che Indians to their Village — Its Appearance — Get over in Safety— Precautionary 
Arrangements — Scenery along tlie River — More Night Travel — Its Object — Bad 
Roads — Emigrant Encampment— Their wretched State and sad News — Unparal- 
Ided Sufferings of the later Emigrants — Caught in the Snow —Their fiarful Pri- 
vations and Struggles — Fatal Results— Disease and Insanity on the Humboldt 
—Ague on the Sacramento — Bitter Regret of those Emigrants for leaving a 
comfortable Homo. 


My health and strength now rapidly improving, \v(‘ began 
turning our attention to the trip north wiu*d, but discovered 
that we must proceed through the slow medium of oxou, 
as die magnanimous resoRe of Admiral Stockton to appro- 
priate one hundred and fifty thousand doll.a’s to aid the 
. suffering emigi^ants in reaching their destination suddenly 
enhancf^ the price of mules, and swept the market of every 
serviceable animal. We therefore selected three yoke of 
choice steers, and having laid in all our stores, mining im- 
plements, and a riding nag each, which I was enabled to 
supply from my stock in a neighbouring ranche, we moved 
about six miles out, crossing the Rio de los Americanos, 
to avoid the dust, din, and heat of the city, and secure 
cheap food for our animals, as hay was then ten dollars 
per hundred weight in town. After two days spent in re- 
vising our schedule and completing our preparations, we 
set about hunting for our cattle and horses, which had been 
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permitted to roam at large over the plain ; hut after a most 
toilsome day’s search, two yoke of our oxen wore missings 
Early on Ihe following day we went out mounted, travers- 
ing tlie ajjparontly intonninahlo pluins, and diligently seek- 
ing oiir on-n amongst the crowds of oxen with whicli they 
w'on! (lotted, but only fiiuling another yoke. Rather than 
lose any }nor(^ time, however, Ave purchased aap^er pair 
(u steers, r«*suh( d on starting il.ie same evening. 

We. were, coustrained to travel <luring the night, having 
to cross a space of about thirty miles without either grass 
or Avater; a feat difficult ^or a veteran Mexican mule, but 
altogether imjxjssible for oxen, if altompted during the heat 
of the day: so, just as th(‘ •<nn’s red disc wjis sinking be- 
hind the ridgo of th(^ distant coast range mountains, wre got 
into motion, ’liie moon Avas young, but the star-spangled 
hcaA'ens enabled us to kee]> our trail without difficulty until 
Ave eamo fairly on die open prairie, Avhon Ave resorted to 
tlio old aiT}ing(‘ment talcing it in turns to walk in ad- 
' and |»ick out flu iiu*, Avhich was m*t much travelled 
at .('time: l should it happen that \av> diverged much, 
w(‘ might find our-vch^es the sncceediTig day at a great dis- 
tance from (lastni e, water, of shelter, as the A'egetation on 
this entire tract Av^as actually scorched to the roots. Our 
progi’css Avas slow, but sure, Avith a few scathu’ed landmarks 
of dead oxen and hrrdu'u-doAvii Avaggons. When aa'O had 
been six hon^s at A^'ork, \vr. un rokcal, to give the cattle a 
little rest in the uhsenc of any oth a* comfort. They 
scc.mod perfoctlv RAvaro or tJioir po.sition; for, after a very 
hr lied MK’Yoy, they all lay doAvn, A\dnle w^a unsaddled the 
am, fastening da' lariats to our legs or Avrists, fob 
•"'.’d their (‘xaniple ui. our wolhaired conches, the ground 
Ix'iiig still uupleasaully Avarm. All, hoAvever, enjoyed a 
sound iiap, ami the first A\dio awoke roused up tile rest. 

We plodded on steadily, expecting tliat daylight would 
rcA'cal to us sonl(^ hospitality of Nature; and noA'cr did sai- 
lors, aftc^r a long cruise, yearn for the loom of the land 
more eagerly than did aac for the indications of A\’^ater and 
vegetation. But daylight broke, and expimded into warmth 
without disclosing any of the Avisbed-for symptoms, pro- 
ducing a general pause of disappointment; and as W6 
strained our vision in the search, I conceiA^ed that the 
poor beasts peered piteously with pricked-uji ears in the 
same direction. All around and about, however, was a 
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0at browiii plain, bounded by the horizon. That our course 
was right wc-were assured of by the solitary trail and the 
sun’s .deration; still it pained me as we urged on our tired 
animals. We journeyed for two hours more, tl^e sun be- 
ginning to blaze out with great strengtli, when ti long line 
of iaint specks was descried, which, in our apprehensive 
i^me of .mind, led us to fear we beheld only tiie shadowy 
phantoms of mirage. Another mile, however, relieved our 
suspense, exhibiting the unmistakeablc outline of timber, 
/bare, view of which revived us, and had clearly an cx- 
iniarating effect on both horees and oxen, which mended 
their pace of their own accord. It was blazing noon ere 
we got into the shade of their foliage close by tlie golden 
stream of the Sacramento; and although the cravings of 
appetite ^were very importunate, the predominance of lan- 
guor tmd fatigue asserted its iniluence on hotli men and 
beasts;, and, after slaking bur thirst in long and reiterated 
draughts from the cool current, all lay down to rest with- 
out partaking of any food. 

We resumed our journey after a few hours’ repose and a 
hurried repast, coming to excellent quarters for the night, 
about nine miles farther on, by the margin of a cool, pel- 
lucid creek, flowing towards tlic Sacramento, where one of 
our, party killed a fat doe, on some chops from which wo 
regaled ourselves sumptuously. Our next day’s march in- 
volved the crossing of another parched plain, of about 
seventeen miles in extent, which brought us to a ranche 
occupied by a peison named Fair, who had numerous 
droves of oxen and horses, herded by Indians. His house 
atands in the centre of a fenced-in space, on which, by 
means of irrigation, he raises a sickly crop of corn anti ve- 
getables. It is a comfortable tenement, two stories high ; 
the first story constructed of logs, tlie otlier of clap- 
boards, roofed with shingles, with a verandah ai’ound three 
sides; stables, sheds, and a corral adjoining the fourth, 
Strewed over with corn-cobs and straw, on which young 
foals, calves, and pigs, were disporting themselves. 

Before tl:ie discovery of the mines, such establishments 
as this were the head-quarters of genuine, unaffected hos- 
pit^ity ; where the enterprising emigrant settler, or the 
Investigating traveller, might t^e up his abode without 
invitation, and enjoy not only the products of the ranche, 
but whatever other luxuries tlie pl*emises could afford, , all 
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I am informed), leaving the travehtoiled recipient ht comr 
fortablc case to recruit himself, until he chose to'resutne 
his wanderings, when a leave- takmg, mufeualiy r^etM, 
ensued, unleavened by cither guile or hypocrisy. Now-a- 
days, liowever, •* a clituige has come o’er tlie spirit of their 
dreams:'’ the emotions of nature are trammuifed into the 
promptings of avarice, aiul the fjrcetings of friendly com*- 
mimion have degenerated into a calculating \/elcome, with- 
out even a traditionary tinge of tlmt hospitality which 
1 doomed and bore its sweet fruit one short year before. The 
rural host has now donned the airs of a (duinsy hotiifeee; 
the wif(^ drops the propitiatory curtsey of the landlady ; the 
helps, waiting for orders, suiwey the equipage; as if to cal- 
culate the resources of the owners ; the very children are 
atFex*ted by a trained reseiTo, which completes the- melon** 
choly triumph of sordid avarice over the natural emanattonia 
of kindliness and the best feelings of humanity. Such is 
one of the r«n^diitions wrought by the discovery of gedd, 
and no doubt otlu^rs of as strange and more portentous 
character will follow. . 

W\! (‘aliod at Mr. Pair’s domicile, and found the interior 
even more comfortable and better furnished than we ex- 
j)ected. Seeing so many young calves about, Ave made sure 
of a profusion of milk and butter — rarities we had not 
tasted since we left the Mormon city; but they were rari** 
ties for Avhich we had to pay smai*tly, a small-sixed ciiphill 
of milk lieing valued at twenty-five cents — a mte of charge 
that effectually curbed our longings. After getting a way- 
bill from the host (which, from our stingy expenditure, he 
gave Avith a bad grace), wc proceeded eight miles farther 
to the (ivossing of the Juba, Avhere therf3 wns a formidable 
oncarapmerit of Indians, of more stalwart stature and pro- 
j>ortions than those farther south, and oxcmipt, so far as I 
could see, from any extonial indications of tliat insidious 
complaint so prevalent on the Lower Saemmento, Avhitiaer, 
T presume, it Avas earned f)y mariners, who had easy access 
from the coast. Mr. Fair told us we had nothing to appre- 
hend from them, as they Avero in the habit of living amonf^t 
and Avorking for the miners in Hie contiguous diggii^. 
Their number and our j»aucity, however, counselled lure- 
caution. 

They had learned the art of gold-digging, it was clear; 
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for they came to trade with dust for guns or pistols, but 
there was only one old carbine that we would part witli, 
for which they readily gave two ounces, all we asked. We 
got, in addition, two fine trout for a few biscuits, for they 
are very expert in catching fish with spears, and in willow- 
traps with an aperture like that of a sahnon-box, into which 
a fish can enter with ease, but cannot return. These traps 
they place in artificial currents, into which they turn dif- 
ferent shoots of the river by rows of stakes and brushwood, 
constructed in the shape of eel-weirs. Juba River is a fine 
stream, deep enough for navigable purposes for a conside- 
rable distance up its course, to where it widens out at tlie 
ford, passing over a broad, level, gravelly bed. Its waters 
iii the stream appear of a greenish hue, but when taken 
into a glass are perfectly colourless, cleai*, and well-tasted ; 
it is a tributary of the Sacramento, joining Feather River a 
few miles above its mouth. The ford itself otters no ob- 
struction to the traveller, but the entrance and exit are very 
bad indeed, both steep, and composed of loose fine sand 
which slips from the tread, rendering anything like heavy 
draught impossible. . We accomplished the passage mainly 
by means of ropes, and encamped eai'ly a few miles beyond 
it, in a sycamore grove, where a few tufts of coarse grass, 
which retained some remnant of their succulent properties 
tmder the fostering shade of the scattered timber, offered 
tolerable feeding for the animals. 

I rode on a few miles to see the mining operations, for 
which the river had attained a high character, and found a 
considerable settlement. I saw by the result of their after- 
noon's labours that they were making very good wages. 
There was one large cumbrous machine driven by a stream, 
diverted from the river higher up, in which there was a 
quicksilver compartment to perfect the entii*e process at 
the one operation; but it worked lazily, and, as 1 heard, 
ineffectively, not turning out as much gold as the simple 
cradle, worked with hdf the number of hands; for liiis 
leviathan washer kept a troop of men raising and feeding 
it with dirt. The gold of the Juba averaged larger in the 
particles than any 1 had previously seen, but was not of so 
pure a quality as that of die Weber, and besides was ex- 
ceedingly capricious iu its deposits: one party making 
handsomely, while their next neigjibours, to use a mining 
phrase, were scarcely able to “raise the colour;” so that 
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when a good location is worked out, it may be a matter of 
tedious search to hit upon another. I got a billet for the 
night with a party, amongst whom there were a few of the 
“ hereditary bondsmen, ’ but was at my own camp in the 
morning before they had made tJieir toilet. 

Our trail next day over to Feather liiver took a more 
north-west course, and wus very* trying from the number 
of deep gullies and dry rher-bedfi we bad to cross. There 
was nothing of a fertile character in the nature of the soil, 
nor any striking feature in the aspect of the country, be- 
yond n few old oaks that were met with at long intervals 
on our march. We pitcJie.d our tents on a high bank over- 
hanging the ford of tlio river, from which we had under 
our gaze a large Indian vilUigti below it on the opposite 
side. Tliero was a sort of half-s)jaded dell near our ctimp, 
whither we drove the animals, the grass being tall, but of 
the tinge and texture of old hay; liowever, for want of bet- 
to]', they ate it with a good appetite. We were not well 
settled when a party of Indian visitors waited upon us: 
good-looking fellows, and well limlKMl: they both hdked 
and understood a little Spanish, promising us fish, and 
giving us all assuiaiices of friendship, win cl i,, nevertheless, 
they soon after attempted to betray. Two of our party, 
having gone out in pursuit of deer, parted company, each 
attended by a few Indians, who, the moment j3 dis- 

charged his vide, seizf*fl hohl of it. by the barrel, endea- 
vouring at th(3 same time to pinion liinj and extract his 
bowie-knife from the sheath; he wjs fortunate, however, 
in having a revolver in his belt, with which he soon put 
them to rout; the savage %vho wrested the rifle from him 
dropping it iu his llight. The other deor-stalker did not 
happen to meet any game, and consequently escaped witli 
his rifle and his scalp ; for had he found occasion to shoot, 
he might ))robably have been left minus botli, not having 
any side-arms. 

A short time after our men returned to camp, the chi^f 
and his squaw% wdth four attendants, approached, evidently 
witli the intention of explaining away the affair, and apolo- 
gising for his subjects’ conduct; but we i-esolvod that th^y 
should not again come into our quarters.. So 1 went for- 
ward, beckoning them off in rather an angiy mood, at which 
I could see the old potentate was nettled; but, like a good 
tactician, who understood and ajjpreciated the seductive 
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influences of female interposition, he brought forward his 
royal partner, both making soothing and conciliatory ges- 
tures. However, by mi umisual effort, my duty overcame 
my ^gallantry, and I resisted the soft blandishinents, re- 
peating my repellant gestures witli a growl in the unknown 
tongues: upon >yliich the old chief flared up with great 
rage and savage dignity, rushing forward a few steps, and 
ahwbuting out in a voice of fury, “Arra, arra, aiTa!” at the 
same time swinging tlie * back of his hand very violently 
towards us, which one of our friends understood was tan- 
tamount to warning us oft' his territory in the most per- 
emptory manner. He then retired, and we had sufficient 
light to see, when he returned to the village, that he mus- 
tered all his men around him, gesticulating violently, and 
aU looking in the direction of our camp. 

I felt so fully convinced they would attack us before 
morning, that I arranged a general watch of all hands for 
the night, carrying all tlie arms we could stick around our 
persons, which we previously fired off*, for the double pm’- 
pose of loading them anew and letting the enemy know the 
strengtli of our armoiu'y. Between rifles, revolvers, double 
and single-bmrelled pistols, and double-shot guns, wo mus- 
tered the formidable number of fifty-three discharges: a 
pretty fair battery for a cohort six strong, and producing a 
very warlike effect, fired in quick but regular succession. 
We then picketed our horses in a crescent form, hemming 
in- the oxen between them and the steep bank, on the edge 
of^hich stood tlie waggon, and distributing ourselves at 
equal intervals, marching and counter-marching, witliout 
exchanging a word for a few hours, or being able to notice 
any suspicious or hostile movement. 

At lengtli the uneasiness of one of the horses put us 
upon the alert, and the next moment some arrows whizzed 

past us, upon which Mr. S -e fired a load of buck-shot 

in tlie direction he supposed them to come from. This 
elicited a perfect shower, one taking effect in his shoulder, 
others wounding tliree of the oxen and one of tlie horses. 
The discharge was followed by a quick movement, rendered 
audible by the crashing of dried leaves and branches, which 
guided ns, in some measure, in om' aim, as we fired one 
round; soon after which all noise was hushed for tlie night. 
Mr. S—*—e’s wound was slight and .superficial; but one of 
the oxen was rendered ^unfit for present use, thus reducing 
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our team to two yoke. We could not aecertain whietiker 
we wounded or killed any of our assailants, as^ if at all 
possible, they carry their dead to prevent their being 
scalped, of which next after death they are most fearfuL 
But w'lien moriiin<]j broke \vc saw tliom mustered in all 
their fofce on the bank above the foitl; from which position, 
I suppose, they calcnbited to intercept our crossing and 
enjoy perfect security, while w<‘ would be altogetJier exposed 
to their arrow’s and other missiles. 

Their numbers, as closely as we could compute them, 
were from ninety to one, hnndrod : rather an ovennateh 
I'or six; but our lire-arms ceniiied largely in our favour, 
and our pi-ompt deh'vnunntion turned the baltiiice. Had 
w(? hesitated or w’avered in the least, it would have given 
the savages a confidence which might have completed our 
d(3Structkm before w'e could daa'k it . After a very early 
and sinipl<3 hreakfiist, w'e c.onnneuced fireparations as if 
nothing had occurred, or nothing was apprehended, another 
and I going to the tsdge of the bank, with two rifles of the 
hugest calibre, that would curry well over to our opponents 
— a distance of live liuudre<l yards — which I believe they 
conceived inipossiblo; for when I raised my gun to cause 
them to retire, they set up a hideous yell of derision, which 
w^as soon lulled by th(3 fall of one of them. My companion, 
an excellent marksman, also fired, and hit the chief, who 
reeled, but did not fall ; after which a hurried and general 
movement in retreat took phu^e. This stayed us from re- 
penting our discharges, a.s we hiul showed them all we re- 
quired was a free and unmolested passage. 

After some little delay in attending to their wounded,, 
the Indians jilanted themselves in about equal numbers 
on the tops of their huts, which are formed by excavating 
the earth in a circular form, about twelve feet in diameter 
and four feet deep, then bending over them, in a serai' 
globular form; stout saplings, and binding and intertwining 
these closely with vine tendrils, over which they put a 
coating of adhesive clay, that renders them impervious ' to 
rain; an opening large enough to admit of entrance in a 
crawling posture being left in the side on a level with th^ 
ground. In external shape they resemble a mound; con- 
sequently, at a distance, Jhe village hiid the appearance of 
a number of little tumuji; and the Indians seated on tlieir 
summits^ armed with all their primitive weapons, produced 
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a strange picture, entirely in keeping with the locality. 
They took up their position with a quiet but determined 
air, showing that they were resolved to repel our appre- 
hended assault, and defend their “ household gods” to the 
death. As soon as we observed their determination, my 
companion and I crossed over, leaving two others in our 
old position, and under cover of our guns the waggon 
commenced crossing, a task doubtful of completion, owing 
to the steepness of the banks, the crippling of our team, 
and the absence of manual assistance, as we were other- 
wise employed. However, after a multitude of pauses, and 
a large expenditure of wattles, the thing w'as accomplished, 
and our march continued, with all our arms in requisition, 
having for desj>atch made cartridges for all our guns and 
rifles. 

' As we receded from the village the Indians descended, 
but did not attempt following; nevertheless, W’e bore in 
mind the rule of Indian retribution, which is two lives for 
one, and resolved to keep a vigilant look-out while in their ‘ 
territory. It is a deplorable circumstance that, even after 
the offending party have passed on, they satiate tlieir un- 
quenchable i^vengc on the first white-skin they catch in 
&eir power, which often hurries an innocent and unsus- 
pecting victim to a preraatui*e death. 

The trail now wound through a sycamore and 'white oak 
grove that fringed the river, the sloping bank of which 
was covered with an infinite variety of shrubs and ever- 
greens, aiTayed in glossy verdure, bearing flowers and 
blossoma of most delicate beauty and exquisite fragrance, 
amidst w'hich, tangled festoons of the indigenous vine 
drooped with pendant bunches of j^urple grapes. Arbutus 
was the only shrub witli which I was familiar, but its 
unusual size made me almost doubtful of its identity. The 
manzanita was also thickly interspersed. Its berries, I 
found, were equally favourites with tlie Indian and the 
grizzly bear; it seems to me a hardy shrub, that would 
flourish in ,our soil, and be a desirable addition to our 
horticulturid collections. The plain in the neighbourhood 
was less parched than those we had passed over, openly 
wooded, witli enormous oaks, devoid of imderwood, and 
just far enough apart to stretch out their gigantic arms to 
their full length. This was the only district 1 had seen 
isince I left Sacramento that bore the most remote resem* 
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blaiice to the ideal charms of tliat flattered valley; but oven 
it was a wan and faded representation of the gorgeous and 
llcu'id pictures painted by enthusiasts or speeulatoi’s. 

We “nooned" very earfy, lor the purpose of allowing 
time for repose sufficient to compensate us for what we had 
lost the previous night, and enable us to forego it again on 
the coming one, which w'e agreed to occupy in travelling, 
for the double purpose of evading oin foes and getting o%’er 
a l)aiTeii prairie of about eighteen miles, on wdnch tliere 
was neither pasture nor water. We startc^d at four o'clock, 
and before dark got upon this bleak and truly desolate 
district, on which there Wiis not a shred of vegetation, the 
ungrateful soil being seamed and scored \vith cracks and 
flaws, resultmg from the heat, and covered with a red 
cindery stone and drossy gravel, ^Yhich made it rescanble 
the vast heailh of a great volcano. Th«.» poor bullocks 
imped tenderly over it : and our horses bc*came so sonsi- 
dve that we got oif and led them. Several deep, rocky, 
fry river-beds, added to the difficulties of our march, and 
.ested the creaking joints and mortices uf our waggon: 
tone of the soundest at tlit*, iirst. 

lk*fore dawn we descried a Are a long way off, and, as 
ve came closer, could see* figures moving about it, but were 
inablc to make out whether they were indiaiis or not. 
lowever, as we approachetl nearer, two w'aggoiis were ob- 
;er\’able in Uie glai’e, which at once cjuicted our suspicions, 
nd led us to antici{)ale the neighbourhood of w-attu’. They 
/ere a section of an emigrant party just coining in from 
he; plains by the northern puss route, and their tale of 
ufferings was ti’uly harrowing, being piteously coiTobo- 
ated, not only by their own wasted and cadaverou.s ap- 
earance, but by the wi^etcdied and emaciated condition 
f their animals. Still, their sufferings hud been many, 
lany degrees short of the luiiiuaginablo horroj*.s and 
liseries of those behmd them, who were principtilly con- 
ituted of families contemplating a permanent settlement 
i Califoniia, whose waggons were larger, more cumbrous, 
id more heavily laden ivith the greater quantity of pro- 
sioiis and necessaries a larger moss stood in need oi', and 
le numerous articles indispensable where women and 
lildreu formed a main portion of the company. From 
»e very start those ponderoiw* equipages were difficult to 
iul; but as the oxen became foot-sore and leg-weary, and 
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a^the different camping^^lecatidns were cropped completely 
bare of herbage by the multitudes who had preceded them, 
their progress was miserably slow, and protracted by long 
halts of some days at a time, which so consumed the 
season, that by the time the ridges of the Sierra Nevada 
were discemable, its peaks and passes were arra-yed in 
their winter drapery, presenting a fearful barrier to the 
worn-down travellers. 

Then, but, alas! too late, did stern but inexorable ne- 
cessity demand a thorough revision of their loads, and a 
casting aside of food, clothing, implements, and furniture, 
which, if abandoned earlier, would have ensured by that 
time their arrival at tlieir destination; and the stupen- 
dous ascent was commenced with empty waggons; men 
and grown-up boys pricking the little they could cany, and 
wealily mothers wading through the snow-drifts, wdth their 
younger offspring on their backs. But out of the many 
who made this inevitable attempt, few were so fortunate as 
to gain those glaciered crests that gave them a distant 
view of the laud of promise, and those only by forsaking 
their waggons, animals, and everything save the meagre 
kit they could carry over such paths in a state of body so 
enfeebled. The remainder, making barricades of their 
waggons, huddled themselves together, hoping to sustain 
existence on their starved animals till the return of the 
genial season; but the rigours of this shelterless life 
proved too much for numbers of those unfortunate beings; 
and many a stalwart man and tender woman were consigned 
to their cold graves in a shroud of snow, ere the philan- 
thropic measures of the state came to tlxeir relief. It is 
difficult, indeed, to decide whetlier the fate of these 
wretched creatures who yielded up their spirits on the 
burning sands of the arid desert, or that of those whe 
breathed their last on the icy pillows of the Sierra Nevada, 
was the more shocking. 

We soon sunk the feeling of bur minor hardships iff the 
sad interest awakened by the many melancholy episodes 
related to us by those men, who, even' in their early pafik 
sage, witnessed scenes and occurrences of the* most dis- 
tressing and revolting character, especially along the Hum^ 
boldt and on the desert, where the trail was so thickly 
strewed with dead, dying, anti decaying animals, as to im- 
pregnate the surrounding atmosphere with a sickening 
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staieli ; and the unfortunate emigrants, in addition to tlie 
horrors of burning thirst, were aihicted with virulent 
scurfy, and loathsome ulceration of tlic lips, mouth, and 
throat, from the use of the abominable water, 'llic poor 
fellows we met came in for tlmir shani of the miseries of 
tlie journey; and when they imagined tliey l\ad sumiounteil 
all their trials, on reaching the fabled glories of tlie valley 
of the Sacramento, tlicy wt*re attaekcu by iht. agu<' of 
the countiy, only one out of thirteen Jiaving escaped it. 
Many a bitter tear tliey shed as they recounted their suf- 
eriiigs, and contrasted tiie conifoits of the lionies they 
left wLtli the dreary prosjiects hefun^ them. Wc parted 
from them before tliey could muster energy to move, after 
ministering as far as was in om power to their grievous rc- 
qjuireuieiits. 
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course for three days lay over ban’en hills and plains 
Dvered with calcareous rocks and stones, mid a reddish 
ilcined clay, tliat more resembled coarse ashes than earth 
1 its appearance and feel : all clearly the result of great 
!>lcanic .con\Ti.lsiatiS. The horsemen were obliged to bo 
mstantly on the scout in quest of water and pasture, but 
leir most .diligent seoi'ches failed in securing a sufbciency 
f either, Jbr which wo endeavoured to nudie up by giving 



76 A STBOLL through THE 

the animals cornmeal gruel twice a^ay. As we advanced 
in our north-west course the ridges of the SieiTa Nevada 
rapidly slanted in the same direction, until the hills abut- 
ting upon them appeared in the extreme distance to merge 
into those which jutted from the coast range mountains on 
the other side, through which the Sacramento has forced a 
wide channel. 

On the evening of the third day our eyes were again 
gladdened by the appearance of wood betwixt us and the 
horizon, and by mending our pace we were able to reach 
the banks of the Sacramento late in the night, where the 
tinkling of beds and the glowing embers of camp-hres as- 
sured us of company who had all retired to rest. We stirred 
up the fires, and made use of them in cooking our supper, 
which we enjoyed the more from the conviction that our 
poor animals also had plent}’^ to eat. All hands turned in 
for the first time, as we had no api)rehension about Indians, 
and the grass was so good as to allay any fears of the stock 
rambling. In the morning we found our new neighbours 
were a wing of another broken company of emigrants, quite 
as afflicted as those we had parted from a few days before, 
both from the sufferings of the journey and the prevalence 
of scurvy and ague, several cases of the former being of the 
most aggravated and shocking form. They had been rest- 
ing and recruiting here for some days ; but though wild 
cattle were abundant in the nei^bourhood, they had »not 
streiigth or energy left to kill any, and had nm down their 
limited means to a very low ebb in purchasing fresh provi- 
sions at a large rancho hard by* owned by an unconscion- 
able fellow of the name of Lawson, who had established 
himself there with the view of battening on the destitution 
of his fellow-creatures whose line of travel unavoidably 
passed his door. His tariff of prices was unparalleled even 
in the diggings; and he appeared just as devoid of charity 
or the milk of human kindness as of conscience ; exemp- 
tions that count as sequins in the great game of woiddly 
cribbage in general. 

To Some of tliose most seriously afflicted we gave such 
pickles and medicine as w’o could spare from our small 
chest, while .a pai’ty of our men went out and shot two fine 
steers, which we drew into camp on waggons ^ and distri- 
buted among our new acquaintances, keeping one quarter 
for ourselves to jerk. It was a most timely and welcome 
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and was received and acknowledged with teai'fiil grati- 
,ude. In tlie coui*se of tlie day, however, the fellow Law- 
son. came to oiir camp in a very rude and insolent manner 
.0 lecture us for our conduct, demanding tlio piice of hh 
)eeves, as he called them; but we met his im])ertineiico 
7 ith a spirit aud determination tliat very soon changed his 
waggering into seivility, showing him that the hides were 
dthout a brand, and giving him a S]>ic^: in «Mir iuinds about 
is cruel exactions, which caused him to sneak oil’ in a 
lost discomfited manner. 

We took a day’s rest here also, and employed ourselves 
1 cutting up and drying onr meat, tlie (luality of which 
as lirst-rate. In the evening, all those who were able to 
t up gathered round our great joint-stock eainp-hre, de- 
aling all their “tuicideiits by flood aud field/' and giving 
? melancholy corroboration of tin* sad acc()unt we got from 
ose wlio had preceded them. It was a strange feature in 
eir journey. Unit the few women and grown up girls w^en? 
mpuratively robu&t and healthy, while the men wer(‘ worn 
d ailing, notwittistanding that the greater poitit>ii of the 
^rd labour, since? th<^ir siilferings connneiu^jd, even to 

0 hewing of wood and driving the teams, had been per- 
med by the females. The spirits of the latter, too, were 
di and elastic, and often .seemed to couuteracfc th(^ lethar- 

1 despondency of the men. 

We left them on the morning of tlie secoml day, and im- 
?diately beyond Lawson’s rancho, divej’ged fi om the eini- 
int trail, getting into a more fertile ami picturesque 
intry than we had travelled through since we left the 
i-u region closely intersected by brawling rivulets 
ving from the contiguou.s hills into tlie Sacramento, 
e soil ^Yas a rich black loam, peculiarly adapted to agvi- 
ture, and capable of being irrigated over a large section 
its extent; The grasses imd clover were not entirely 
ayed, and must have formed a luxuriant crop earlier in 
^season. The district was tliinly wooded with oak, and 
ned with wild cattle, deer, and bears, close in by the 
•lies of the mountains. We had no ti’oublo in selecting 
)od camping location, where we had a friendly call from 
le Indians, who brought witli them a string of capital 
it, which they gladly bartered for biscuit and an article 
wo of old clotliing. They vfanted to remain with us all 
it, but tills we w^ould nol permit. They gave us to 
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Thek party were all, without an exception, invalids, and 
strongly remonstrated with us about going farther. How- 
ever, we left them early next morning, and after crossing 
the creek, entered a rather fertile valley, circumscribed in 
breadth, skirted by wood, behind which, to the westward, 
lofty hills rose in fanciful shapes; stretching north as fai* 
as the vision^ could penetrate. The valley gradually ex- 
panded as we travelled upwards, widening into an immense 
plain, where we again struck tHe Sacramento; thence it 
contracted as we approached Clear Creek, which flows 
eastward into that river. There is a trading-post at this 
point: a rude log-building, covered with canvass, got up 
lor the purpose of cheating the diggers under pretence of 
supplying their wants. We crossed over the creek, camping 
on the other side amongst a large party of sickly diggers 
on their downward journey. The grass was all eaten up 
by the stock owned by the traders, so that ours had no 
forage but what they browsed off the thick brush around 
them ; and next morning, when we went to catch them, we 
only secured our oxen after a crouching search through the 
jungle. 

The waggon went on, another and I remaining to re- 
cover the hordes, keeping two saddles and bridles. The 
spot on which we camped was in the shape of a peninsula, 
formed by the junction of Clear Creek with tlie Sacra- 
mento, and not so extoiisive that they could long evade a 
diligent search; so, after satisfying ourselves they were not 
thereabouts, we recrossed the creek, and saw by the fresh 
footmarks, and the lines formed by the dragging of the 
lariats, that they had taken the back trail. We followed 
up those marks for four miles, until tliey diverged into the 
bush, where they were no longer apparent. My . com- 
rade and I then chose each a different direction, and sepa- 
rated, agreeing to meet at the trading-post; but after a 
three hours’ anxious search I commenced retracing my 
steps, partly abandoning all hopes, and partly in the ex- 
pectation that my friend had discovered them; but on my 
return I found him tliere before me, without having any 
tidings whatever of them. We then cooked a rude repast 
of fried pork and hard bread, which cost us the . moderate 
sum of two dollars each, and set out upon another trial, 
giving ourselves a latitude as far back as Cotton-wood 
(sixteen miles), whither we thought they might have been 
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allured by the good grass. Without lliem we could hot . 
proceed to Trinity, our destination, the last ninety miles 
being merely a i)ack-trail, over steep mountains, and one 
of the most impracticable character. We deemed it pru- 
dent to separate ourselves, my companion taking the home 
circuit; and, mine being the more distant, 1 hired a mule 
of a most Rozinantish ptittem from one of the traders, such 
an animal as is called a “crowbait” in Yankeeland: how- 
ever, his threadbare appearance did not detract from the 
owner’s estimate of his seiwices, one ounce per day being 
the rate of hire. We moved off briskly, for his paces were 
better than his looks gave promise of, and I did not en- 
cumber him with a heavy knapsack of provisions. I saw 
nothing of the horses up to tlie point where I before halted, 
and from thence I kept quartering the plain until night, 
like a vessel beating to windward, without getting any trace 
of them. Then, picketing my mule and taking some slight 
refreslmient; I lay down to rest, but did not enjoy much re- 
pose, from the nipping coldness of the night and tlie incessant 
howling of the coyotes, which at times came so close, and 
in such numbers, tliat T was afraid to encourage sleep. I 
therefore looked anxiously for the dawn, got into the saddle 
at the first peep of twilight, and readied Cotton-wood 
without any better fortune than before, not having left a 
nook or promising clump unsearched. 

I now took a long farewell of the horses, a!)d turned 
Jiorthward, selecting a line close in by the base of the hills, 
going along at an improved pace, with a view of reaching 
the trading-post the same night; but stop])ing in a gully to 
look for water, I found a little pool, evidently scratched out 
by a bear, as there were footprints and claw-marks about 
it; and I was aware that instinct prompts that brute, where 
water is nearest the surface, to scratcM*until he comes to it. 
This had been one of very large size, Uie footmark behind 
tlie toes lieing fully nine inches long; and although I had 
mjT misgivings about the pmdence of a tete-a-tete with a 
great grizzly bear, still the “better part of valour” was 
overcome, as it often is, by the anticipated honour and 
glory of a single combat, and the conquest of such a for- 
midably^ beast. I was well armed, too, with my favourite 
rifle, a Colt’s revolver, which had never disappointed me, 
and a nondescript weapon, a sbrt of cross betwixt a clay- 
more and a bowie-knife. Alter capping afresh, hanging 

F 
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the bridle oa the horn of tlie saddle, and staking my mule, 
I followed the trail up a gully, and much sooner than I 
expected came within view and good shooting distance of 
Bruin, who was seated erect, with his side towards me, in 
front of a manzanitu bush, making a repast on his favourite 
berry. 

The shai'p click of the cock, causing him to turn quickly 
round, left little time for deliberation; so, taking a prompt 
and steady aim at the region of tlie heart, I let di*ive. The 
ball, as I subsequently found, glanced along the ribs, en- 
tering under the shoulder, and shattering some of the 
bones. I exulted as I saw him stagger and fall upon his 
side. The next glance, however, revealed him, to my dis- 
may, on alldburs, in direct pursuit, but going lame ; so I 
bolted for the mule, sadly encumbered witli a huge pair of 
Mexican spurs, tlie noise of the crashing Brush close in my 
rear convincing me that he was fast gaining on me. I 
tharefen^ dropped my rilie, putting on fresh steam, and 
reaching Uie rope, puUed up the picketrpin, and> springing 
into the saddle with merely a hold of the lariat, plunged 
the spurs into the mule, which action, much to my affright, 
produced a kick and a retrograde movement, lu tlie ex- 
ertion, having got a glimpse of my pursuer, he uttered a 
short of terror, and went off at a pace I did not tliink him 
capable of, soon widening the distance betwixt us and tho 
bear; but having no means of guiding his motions, he 
brought me violently in contact with tiie arm of a tree, 
whidi unhorsed and stunned me exceedingly. Scrambling 
to my feet as well as 1 could, I saw my relentless enemy 
close at hand, leaving me only the alternative of ascending 
a tree; but, in my humed and neiwous efforts, I had 
sctu;eely my feet aboi’e his reach when he was right under, 
evidently enfeebled by the loss of blood, as his struggles 
made it well out copiously. After a moment’s pause, and 
a fierce gkuice upwards from his bloodshot eyes, he clasxied 
tho trunk.; but 1 saw tliat his endeavours to climb were 
crippled by the wounded riioulder. However, by the aid 
of his jaws, he succeeded in reaching the first branch with 
his sound arm, and was working convulsively to bring liq) 
the body, when, with a well-directed blow from my cutlass, 
I completely severed the tendons of tlie foot, and he in- 
stantly fell, with a dreadful souse and horrific growl, the 
blood spouting un as if impelled from a jet. Ho rose again 
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somewhat tardily, aud limping round the tree with up- 
turned eyes, kept tearing ofi' the bark with his tusks. 
\yat(:hing my opportunity* aud leaning downwards* 1 sent 
a hall from my revolver with such good effect immediately 
heliind the head, that he dropped ; and my neiTes being 
now rather more composed, i leisurely disti ibuted * the 
remaining five balls in the most vulnerable parts of his 
carcase. 

By tliis time I saw the musculai* system totally relaxed, 
so I descended with confidence, and found him quite dead, 
aud myself not a little enervated with the excitement and 
the effects of my wound on the temple, whicli bled pro- 
fusely ; so much so, that I thought an arteiy Avas ruptured. 
I bound up iny head as well as 1 could, loaded my revolver 
anew, and returned for niy ritie ; but as evening was ap- 
proaching, and Iny mule gone, 1 had little time to survey 
the dimensions of my falleu foe, and no means of packing 
much of his flesh. I therefon? liastily liacked olF a few 
steaks from his thigh, and hewing off one of his hind-feet 
as a trophy of victoiy, I set out towards the trading-post, 
which I reached about midnight, my friend and my truant 
mule being tliere before me, but no horses. 

I exhibited the foot of my late antagonist in great triumph, 
and described the conflict witli due emphasis and effect to 
the company, who rose to listen; after wliich I made a trans- 
fer of the flesh to the traders, on condition that there was 
not to be any charge for the hotel or tlie use of the mule. 
There was an old and experienced French trapper of the 
party, who, judging from tiie size of the foot, sot down die 
weight of the bear at fifteen hundred pounds, whicli, he 
said, they frequently exceed, he himself, as well as Colonel 
Fnemont’s exploring party, having killed several that weighed 
two thousand pounds. He advised me, should 1 again be 
pursued by a bear, and have no other means of escape, to 
ascend a small-girtlied tree, which tliey cannot get up; for, 
not having any central joint in die fore-legs, they cjinnot 
climb any with a brancldess stem that does not fully fill 
their embrace ; and in the event of not being able to ac- 
complish the ascent before my pursuer overtook me, to 
place my back against the tree, when, if it and 1 did not 
constitute a bulk capable of filling his hug, I might have 
time to rip out his entrails before he could kill me’, being 
in a most favourable posture for the operation. Bears do 
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not generally use their mouths in the destruction of their 
victims, but,* hugging them closely, lift one of the hind-feet, 
which are armed with tremendous claws, and tear out the 
bowels. The Frenchman’s advice reads rationally enough, 
and is a feasible theoiy^ of the art of evading ursine com- 
pression; but, unfortunately, in the haunts of the animal 
those slim juvenile saplings are rarely met with, and a per- 
son closely confronted widi such a savage vis-a-vis is not 
exactly in a tone of neiwe for surgical operations. 


CHAPTER VIII. 

Our Traveling Kit— BeantifUl Countf7— Description of the Scenery— Gold-diggers** 
Colony— Stop there— Situation of the Settlement— Salt Springs— Mining Opera- 
tions— Extraordinary Seat of the Gold— Universality of the Deposits* in that 
Region— Make up an Exploring Party to break fresh Ground— Starting of the 
Expedition— Our Accoutrements— Another Bear Spring— Mr. Myers’s Advice— 
Monster Fire— It attracts Deer— Early Start— Unexpected Indian Visit— Their 
Appearance— Their Name for Gold—'* Conqr-cuin-quero*’— Its Mode of Prepara- 
tion and Cooking— How It was relished— Advice to M. Soyer— Indian Propensities 
—Water in their Langui^e— Character of those Indians— Their Jealousy and 
Want of Hospitality— Find abundant Evidence of Gold— Our Party scatter, and 
the Stragglers arc attacked— We disperse the Indians — They rally, and sliow Signs 
of Fight— Their Stylo of. Warfare— The Result— Strike the Sacramento unexpec- 
tedly— Indian Camp on the other side— Their Demeanour and its Cause— Ouc 
Night Quarters. 

We left next moniing, with om* saddles, saddle-blankets, 
and bridles on our backs, which we found exceedingly 
cumbrous in the heat of the day; so much so tliat w'e were 
on the point of abandoning them several times. The coun- 
try through whicli we passed was beautiful in the extreme: 
no grand expansive view’s, but circumscribed tracts, resem- 
bling pretty parks luid lovely lawns, with shady dells aUd 
glades, enclosed by sloping hills, abutting against others 
that reared their pine-clad heads aloft, utntil their peaks 
diminished into points, their ridges into blades. These 
formed the miglity spurs of the leviathan ranges east, and 
west, from the cones of which, in the early season, flowed 
those numerous rivulets wh6se dry beds crossed our path, 
aud along whose banks still flourished the beauteous shrubs 
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indigenous to the countiy, trellised by vines laden with 
lusmous gmpes, venerable oaks standing at interv als, like 
guardians of the locality, under the shade of which wild 
cattle screened themselves from tlie glare of tlie sun, nar- 
rowly watching tlie movements of tlie two travellers who 
were plodding wearily along. On our right the Sacra- 
mento flowed noiselessly past, at times approaching and 
inviting us to taste its cool translucent current, and again 
receding abruptly amidst the hills, as if taking a fiu’ewell 
leave. I’lie trail was admirably chosen, now stretching 
boldly along the level surface of those sylvan grounds, and 
then winding round the hips of tlie hills, so as to cheat them 
of their acclivities ; but as we advanced we ceased to meet 
a continuation of those sweet scenes, whose sequestered 
loveliness enchanted the senses, hushing for tlic time the 
auifcrings of fatigue and the promptings of avaiice. 

Our course now became sensibly steeper and more rug- 
ged, the timber and brush increasing in density, and stinnng 
with animal life both in bear and deer, as their tracks indi- 
cated; but as we wei’e not in a hunting mood, we did not 
molest them. Towards evening we gained a considerable 
elevation, on which tlie sound of rushing waters, and the 
faint report of fire-arms, struck gladly on our ears, giving 
us assurance of the contiguity of our commdes. We pushed 
gaily forwai’d, and reached in the gloaming tlie bi’ow of a 
lofty bluff, along tlie base of which, by the margin of the 
river, ^as a regular little colony of gold^iggers, whose snow- 
white tents, distributt'd in neighbourly clustei’s in the open 
spaces, the several camp-fires, the groups avound them pre- 
paring the evening repast, and the cattle, wLtli their many 
tinkling bellfe, coming down from tlie adjacent heights to 
slake their thirst, formed a scene over which the eye was 
delighted to gaze, and the imagination to hover, conjuring 
up pictures of sw^eet primitive habits and unalloyed feli- 
city : illusions, alas ! the very antipodes of the reality. We 
lingered here a while, not so much for tlie sake of rest as to 
feast upon the view beneath us. 

Supper was just commenced when we descended, and 
we contributed in bringing it to an over-hasty conclusion, 
our names, to use a vulgar phrase, not being put on the 
pan; and afterwards held a consultation as to our further 
movements, when it was unanimously agreed that, in con- 
sequence of the loss of ouf horses, we should halt where 
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were for some <iays, to examine the mines, and endea> 
vonr to obtain other aniniais. In the morning, taking a 
survey of the locality, tlie first object that attracted om* 
admiring attention was the Sacramento, which, even at 
that distance from its mouth, was a noble stream, thougli 
at its lowest level. It was not exceedingly broad, but very 
deep and rapid, rushing noisily through the nigged channel 
afforded it by the contiguous hills. The banks were bold, 
leaving no marginal space save at the settlement,* which 
stood oil either side of a stream called Middle Creek, from 
its central position betwixt two others, called Salt and 
Rock Creeks, all three having their rise in the western 
hills towards tlie coast range, holding parallel courses, and 
emptying into the Sacramento on its western hank, within 
half-a-mile of each other, and all rich in golden deposits: 
proving that the grand golden laboratory is not confined 
exclusively to the bowels of the Sierra Nevada. 

Those creeks are all deeply impregnated with the saline 
mineral, especially Salt Creek, where, there are numerous 
springs, around which pure coarse salt can be gathered in 
large* quantities. Their streams had then subsided into 
chains of stagnant pools, which were CTOwded with diggers, 
who formed, at that time, the northernmost parties on the 
Sacramento or its tributaries, and were realising from one 
to three ounces per day, though tlie richest superficial veins 
had been exhausted. There were very few. cradles or 
washers at work, neVly all the latter being emJ)loyed in 
scraping out tlie crannies and pockets of *the rocks with 
spoons, and splitting tlie chinks with narrow picks and 
large knives. This was a process new to me, yut so simpte, 
and involving so little labour, that I was soon at work 
amongst the busy throng. The loose rocks and stones in 
the beds of the creeks were hard, and generally of diffei'ent 
formation from the strata forming the beds of the creeks; 
probably rolled down, in the process of time, by the action 
of tlie water, from the granite masses at the source of lho»e 
rivulets. Amongst them had been ftiund, by the eaiifier 
visitants, innumerable large chunks and lumps, some per- 
fectly pure, othei-s largely amalgamated with' Hie gold 
blossom, as the miners ecdl the crystallised quartz. Several 
large specimens were found during my sojourn, weighing 
from two to six ounces, and one as much as seven pounds, 
with a very inconsiderable stony amalgamation. The bed 
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was a soi*t of flaky sandstone, in in'ogokr strata, wbieliy 
when struck with a sledge or hammer, opened into 
]pss minute seiuns, joints, and Assures, into which Ihe 
miner inserted the point of his knife, very rarely requiring 
the pickjjxe to prize them asunder, finding betwixt the la- 
minaB tliin cakes of gold almost incorporated with the rock 
by the adhesion of cohesion, existing in greater or less 
quantities tliroughoiit the entire strata, even to the lowest 
depth, evidently deposited there at its original formation; 
for no process, however subtle, could subsequently so in- 
sinuate it into the heart of a solid rock. 

I have seen some miners go clean down through a very 
deep stratum, and find gold in large quantities below, 
which impr(‘ssed me 'with the idea that the gold on the 
surface is but crumbs caused bv volcanic action, ambtliat 
the gi’eat deposits of the solid metal are deej^ in the bowels 
of the earth. Many old minors wore so firmly impressed 
with this conviction, that tliey resolved, in spring, when 
powder and proper implements could be ju^ocured from 
below, to sink deej) shafts in select places, and give the 
experiment a fair trial. I did not <‘onfine myself to one 
system or one locality, but had a turn at each, trying in the 
course of my rambles tlie soil in innumerable places and 
at^ various elevations, and finding, I may say, more or less 
gold evciywhero, in many instances e.xpos(*d on the surflice 
on lofty hills. I also visited extensive mining settle- 
ment to the westward, called “ The BjSSngs,” or Kedding’s 
Diggings,” said to he very rich. Here the miners had no 
streams or river-beds for "the seat of theh* operations, work- 
mg in the various ravines and gulches, where tlie drainage 
of hills formed their several Httie streamlets. Theirs was 
almost all dirt cleansing, and, from the results I saw, was 
highly lucrative; but the licaltli of tlie miners was 
bad, owing to Uie property of the water in the springs, 
which became more imwholesome as the season advanced, 
find the want of vegetables with their salt jnnk. 

After having explored eveiy nook and comer in this 
extensive neighbourhood, I was anxious to break fresh 
gromid, and did not experience much difEculty in gettnng 
up a party for the purpose, as, from the crowds that daily 
come flocking in, the place became uncomfortaldy thronged. 
A. meeting was held,^ at whidh was discussed the praetnea- 
bility of getting beyond thi Saerkmento, where the creeks 
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and gulches looked most invitingly towards us, when it 
was resolved that an exploring party, chosen at the time, 
should set out the next day but one, employing the inter- 
vening one in constructing a raft. It was also determined 
not to confine tlieir researches merely to the edge of the 
river, but to go back to the cafions of the loftier ranges, 
which could be seen about tliirty miles to the eastward. 

Twenty men assembled on the morning of tlie appointed 
day, our mess contributing imother and myself; but from 
the rapidity of the current, and the unwieldy piece of naval 
architecture on which we had to cross it; evening was close 
at hand when the last man jumped ashore where white 
man uever trod before ; and tliis very circumstance gave an 
air of romance to tlie ex2)editioii, which was not without its 
peculiar stimulant. As it was a pure matter of chance 
where we might sti*ike water, particularly in the dark, we 
formed our camp for the night on a hill-side close by the 
river, and devoted tlie few hours we had to spare in tiying 
the creeks close by, some of which we found veiy rich in- 
deed, and the remainder promising. We started before 
sunrise in the luorning with very weighty packs ; for in 
addition to our tools, iirovisions, and arms, we were each 
obliged to carry a heavy blanket, as the nights now set in 
piercingly cold, notwitlistanding the aultry and opi)ressive 
temperature of tlie days. We shajied our course directly 
for the highest and most distant of the ridges in view, and 
had for several mile^^a most fatiguing march, eitlier climb- 
ing, descending, or shouldering though thick tall brush, 
through which it was a matter of extreme difficulty to drag 
our heavy pticks. There were legions of game about: 
bear, deer, rabbit, and quail; but we did not shoot any, 
as we found our loads quite cumbrous enough without any 
addition. 

About three o’clock we emerged into a more open coun- 
try, entirely free of underwood, and presently came upon 
a verdant expanse of clear land, where, from the richnesk 
-of the grass and elasticity of the sod, we conjectured tliere 
must be water near, of which we were all in great need at 
ihe time. We dug in a few of the most likely places witli- 
^ out finding any, and were about making another trial, when 
. a cheer from one of our comrades told us that tlie treasm*e 
was discovered in a little pool bearing all the marks and 
tokens of having been scratched out by a bear. It held 
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; very little over a pint, and replenished so slowly that a 
long time elapsed before all were satisfied. We then dug 
out the hole to about two feet in diameter, and loft the 
water to rise, in order to get a supply for our eoffee, while 
we set about making a monster fire near at hand, the order 
of the watch being four to each guard, and two hour spells: 
for Mr. Myers, tlie most experienced Californian moun- 
taineer, gave us special warning of the ti’oachery of the 
tribes of Digger Indians we were likely to meet, and we 
were already aware that all Indians are particularly lierce 
on the first invasion of their U'rritories. 

The night set in clear, but bitingly cold, and about mid- 
night it came on to blow a gahi of wind for a couple of 
hours, which made our great lire bellow and roar, and 
vomit forth sheets of si>arks, that ignited the dry bunch 
grass and suiToiinding witln^red boughs in many places, 
enabling us jdainly to see the d(^or around tlieni coming up 
in numbers to look at tlie novelty, gazing with distended 
orbs, and stamping the ground in puzzled bewilderment. 
The guards could easily have shot s()iue, only that tlie 
report of fire-arms ’would have sbirtled the sleepers, imagin- 
ing an Indian suriirise.* We were on the move at early 
dawn, and found a more ch?ar and li3vel country to march 
through than tliat of yesterday; but Indian trails were 
becoming more numerous, and appeared as if in constant 
use; yet still no Indians showed themselves. We moved 
forward cautiously and compactly,* having agreed not to 
halt for refreshment until we gained the base of tlio moun- 
tains, and towards noon began drawing close to them, 
crossing several deep dells and cloSf3 ravines, in which 
there was abundance of grapes and mauzaiiita berries. Wo 
pushed on till we reached the bosom of a steej) glen, tlirougli 
which a clear but slender brook trickled, faintly babbling 
amongst the rocks — a sweet spot to rest in; but as w^e 
halted to unburden ourselves, six Indians were positively 
in the midst of us, no one being cognisant of their approach, 
.so stealthily and noiselessly did they advance. They were 
perfectly naked, only one carrying a bow and quiver. 

If we had followed Mr. Myers’s advice, or yielded to 

* It is a comqion stratagem in deer->hiinting in America to go into 
their haunts of dar]( nights and» light a bundle of fagots, the blase of 
which attracts any within sight,of the blaze, when they become an easy 
^rey to the hunter. 
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our own first hnpuke» wo would have driven them ofF; hut. 
they looked so mild and mofiensive, we permitted them to 
remain. They were ratlier below the middle stature, but 
strongs well-knit fellows, their faces daubed with a thick, 
dark, glossy substance like tar, in a line from the outside 
comers of the eyes to the ends of the mouth, and back 
from them to the hinge of tlie jawbone, looking at a dis- 
tance like exaggerated whiskers : some also had their entire 
foreheads coated over. We endeavoured to disabuse tlieir 
minds of any liostile intent on our parts by signs and 
gestures, and little presents of bread and tobacco, neitlier 
of which they seemed to understand the use of. In order 
to show them more jdainly the object of our visit, we took 
them to the stream, going through the fonn of using our 
picks, shovels, and pans, and then showed them the gold 
we had in our purses, when they all laughed, exclaiming, 
“ llooie! booie! booie!" which it seems in their language 
signifies gold. . They made signs to us tliat it was to be 
bad eveiywhere around, which was so far satisfactory that 
we brought them into camp, where we found Mr. Vyse, a 
Dutch gentleman of our party, in the act of cutting up a 
noble buck he had shut a little up tlie glen. He proposed 
that we should cook a regular trappers’ feast, and thereupon 
made up a dish called “ Coney-cum-quero ” (derivation 
unknown), the cliefs tU cuisine on the occasion being two 
gentlemen who before had had their fingers in a similar 
pie. 

It is made by cutting ofr a large piece of flesh from a 
carcase, together with the skin, then paring away a good 
margin of the meat, so as to afibrd a selvage of hide that 
will lap over what remains in the centre, on which you can 
shake whatever seasoning you have, and then skewer or 
tie it up closely, placing it on hot embers or stones made 
red-hot (which we did), when, if careMly tended, before 
the hide is burned through the meat is thoroughly done, 
juicy and savouiy beyond conception, being stewed in its 
own peculiar gravy. Ours was a regular duodecimo, as 
indeed it required to be, from the number of our mess and 
foreign auxiliaries, and was composed of the entire side of 
venison, from fiie vertebrte, round by tlie hips, fiank, chest, 
and shoulder-blade. While it was in process of cooking, 
we took off the keen edge of efur appetites by roasting on 
the coals the scraps and pieces tliat were cut away in 



forming the selvage, all wat<^ing it with tlie most eaafeful 
attention, until “eooked to a curiosity;’* and whetlier it was 
tlie whim of a quisszhig imagination or not. I cannot toll, 
but I never before tasted a dish that so tilled up every 
crevice of the motitli with an all-satisfying enjoyment, 
saturating the pleased palate with its succulent tenderness, 
and leaving such an agreeable atter-tasfee, tliat one was 
almost loth to use aught else for fear of dispelling it. 

1 would advise M. Soyer to give it a place in the next 
edition of his book; and 1 hope I may not be deemed 
presumptuous in expecting that the great abdominal wor- 
shippers of the oimuvorous Ijondon eoi*porat,ion will pre- 
sent me with a handsome premium for ailding a new idol 
to their creed in tiio shape; of a “(Jont*y-cum-qaero.'* It 
is not necessary it should be made of venison : the flesh of 
any other animal, the hide of which is sufliciently tough to 
hear the fire, would do as woU ; iji fact. 1 think a tatter 
meat would suit better. 

The Indians remaiited all night, and lit a second fire at 
a little distance, stretching themselves on their faces be- 
tween both. There was little doubt they had a sinister 
design in staying; for whenever the watchmen’s tread 
ceased, and unbroken .silence prevailed, they raised up 
their heads cautiously, looking round anxiously, but drop- 
ping again the moment they saw tliey were perceived, and 
simulating sleep, which caused us to keep a close eye on 
them. In the morning, as wc continue<l to feed them, we 
determined on making them do something to earn their 
diet, by sending them to bring up water for the morning’s 
use (which in their tongue is called “ Bawlee”), and after- 
wards making them carry a ^moiety of our packs, which 
they did with great reluctance, trom sheer laziness, being, 
far and away, tlie most thoroughly letliargic set of beings, 
even of their own degraded tribe, I ever encountered. 
Were it not so, here they could have whole shambles of 
meat for food, and slcins to trade in, after supplying them- 
selves with raiment, which they appear to want, from the 
sensitive manner in which they bore the evening air. Yet 
such is their inherent sloth, that they are contented to 
remain entirely destitute of covering, and to subsist through 
the summer and autumn on crickets, berries, and roots, 
and in the winter and early spring on acorns, which they 
save, and dried spent salmon, which they catch without 
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nmch trouble, spearing them in the shallow fords of 
streams flowing into the Sacramento. Unlike most other 
Indians, they have nothing to trade or barter; neither are 
they, as far as I could see, expert bowmen. The only 
thing in which they attain a respectable mediocrity is 
swimming. They .are excessively jealous of their squaws, 
for whenever we headed towards any of their burrows they 
sent a courier ahead to remove them all; and, as a cap to 
the climax of their forbidding qualities, they ar6 stingy 
and inhospitable. It is supposed to be a trait of Indian 
character, universal amongst tlie race, that they are hospi- 
table to strangers when they chance to come amongst tlieir 
wigwams, no matter how hostile soever their feelings and 
intentions might be under other circumstances; but 
amongst these wretches no such virtue seems to exist. On 
one occasion, in passing through their huts, I took a few 
from a heap of acoms, when the very savages to whom we 
were so kind, and fed so plentifully, commenced a pitiful 
whining howl until I restored them : the entire selfishness 
of which was enhanced by the fact that thousands of 
bushels of them covered the ground in every direction. 

Their infonnation about the gold was perfectly coiTect, 
for we found some, 1 may say, in every place we tried ; but, 
-except at our camp, had no Avater in the neighbourhood to 
give a full test to our experiments, as the rivulets, gulches, 
and lavines, were all diy. We tried the dry-digging pro- 
oess ; and on winnowing in a rough manner the sand that 
we took from the cavities of rocks, got in most instances 
A residue of gold, sometimes insignificant, at others con- 
siderable. After examining all tlie auspicious-looking 
places on the western flank of the Sierra in this neigh- 
bourhood, Ave branched into a gloomy defile, with tlie in- 
tention of penetrating to the nortli-eastern side of the 
range; but; after advancing a few miles, it took a westerly 
.slant, which we thought it jn-udent to folloAV, as our stock 
of provisions would not admit of too protracted an absence. ' 

We had now to push our way through groups of im- 
mense hillsi covered to the tops with oak and fir, without 
brush, the trees not so close as to impede our progress, 
but sufficiently umbrageous to shield us from the sun. As 
we went aloAg we tried all likely places we came across, 
tmd got some gold in all. We soon turned into another 
and wider branch of the defile, bending more towards the 
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south, hoping to strike the Sacramento and follow its 
course home, testing its bars and the streams flowing into 
it as we proceeded, and marched in an elongated string, as 
the trail, like all Indian trails, would not admit of moiw 
than one deep. Some of our party, however, beginning 
to lag under the weight of their packs, had tailed off con- 
siderably, of which those in advance were unconscious, 
imtil the distant report of a gim, followed by a “ Holloa!” 
brought us suddenly up; on hearing which, all simulta- 
neously dropped their packs, leaving four to watch them, 
and hurried back, double-quick, nearly a mile, when we 
espied several Indians on the heights watching our move- 
ments, which caused us to apprehend our comrades had 
been overwhelmed, murdered, and stripped. We raised a 
lusty cheer to encourage them if in extremity, and in- 
creased our pace to a run, until we came to the fork of tlie 
defile, where we saw our five absent men standing in a 
group, rifle in hand, and a horde of those savages in front 
of them, yelling and, gesticulating; amongst whom were 
our right trusty henchmen who had levanted with . the 
packs we constrained them to cany. They were beyond 
bow-range, but within easy rifle shot ; but wlien our rein- 
forcement came up, they moved farther away, and after a 
momentary pause, the chief, with a staff of about a score, 
flowed a disposition to approach us in a pacific mood; a 
movement we repudiated, beckoning him off, and present- 
ing at him,^ when he in turn warned us away, sputtering 
gibberish at the top of his voice. A Mr. Davi.s put an end 
to his fifu’ce oration by a double discharge of buck-shot, 
which made his royal highness and some of his aids skip 
most ungracefully, the Avholc body breaking away in fear 
and confusion. 

This occurrence counselled circumspection for the future, 
as there is no manner of doubt that the murder of the five 
men would have ensued only for our return, for tlic Indians 
• not only tiied some long-bow shots at them, but got others 
to ascend the heights at their back, from whence they had 
commenced hurling down logs and stones. As we all came 
together again, and got into motion, we saw our enemies 
on the heights abov(3 in considerable force ; and what we 
had seriously apprehended they now began to put in prac- 
tice, namely, letting loose* rocks and blocks of decaying 
timber, which plunged dcfwn the steep hill-sides with a ve- 



locity diat required aU pur watchfidapss and alertness to 
evade dieiu, so tha4; our progress -yim, 1 may say, arrested 
altogether* They were not slow to perceive our jeui>ardy, 
and ior once in their lives, at least, were industrious, for 
they worked with might and main, yelling as they set 
their projectiles in motion, and becoming bolder and bolder. 
As we could not well make an eflEbrt to dislodge them, we 
crept slowly on. The ridge of the hill declining ratiier 
quickly, the inclination of its curve, too, bringing the sa- 
vages within shooting distance, and as they crowded to a 
point dose beneath wliich wo were constrained to pass, we 
put forward four men, who canied rifles of tlie largest 
calibre, one of which, especially, owned by a Mr. Smith, 
was admitted to be the great gun” of the diggings. He 
first elevated at the savage looking most like tlie general- 
issimo, who, curiously enough, seeing he Was selected, ad- 
vanced a few paces, with an air of contemptuous defiance, 
imagining himself perfectly secure; but Mr. Smitli took 
his measure most accurately, sending his bullet into the 
centre of his chest, on which, making a frantic leap, he 
fell prostrate, producing a pause of stupefaction, during 
which the other tliree marksmen fired into the crowd, 
bringing two others down. This kicked the balance of 
hesitation instantaneously, all of them bursting away for 
the summit of tlie ridge, over which we could discern tlieir 
dark heads timidly peeping to sec if we intended pursuit*; 
but of this we had no idea, our object being, if possible, to 
get to the river before dark. 

Wo were much nearer the Sacramento than we con- 
ceived; for in less than a mile4the trail descending rapidly 
almost all tlie time, we came right upon it, and directly on 
the opposite side discovered a very large settienient of In- 
dians, who raised a demoniac yell as soon as they saw us ; 
all their squaws at the same time lunning up a narrow 
gorge in the hills, canying their papooses. On our side 
there was a scrap of beach, on which a Vast number of 
miserable spent salmon of enormous size, split, were hung 
along on poles to dry in the sim, there being a better 
aspect and exposure than at their camp ; and I believe it 
was the suspicion that we would cany away a portion of 
them which caused the affray. But we never even touched 
them; and finding that the cliffs were too precipitous to 
allow of our following the river, we reascended the hills, as 
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arouBd our watdi-fire)^^ «t ilie bfiBe of soeh a. we 
could not expect to over the ni^t in peace or security. 
Al few miles farther on we met with a creek, where, in the 
cavity of a rock, we discovered as much water as suiiiced for 
shipper. 


CHAPTER IX. 


Find Gold In the Creek — Strange Excavation in its Bed — Determine on clearing it 
out — Our large Expectations — Our Mode of Procedure — Inunenae Frogs and 
Land Turtle — Another new Dish, called “ Omnium Gatherum" — Dnex|)ected Size 
of the Hole — Share Market — Anxiety increases as tire Bottom Is approached — 
Woitderful Result — Food for Conjecture-— Mining Incident— Continue our Search 
down the Creek — Indian Village near Its Banks — Homew«rd»bouiid — First Rahi 
of the Season — Baft Accident — Miraculous Beoape — ^Raft>bttilding by TorofaHght 
—How it did pour !— Californian Rain — The Sacramento rises— Had the Wet 
Season set in so eerly ?— Its Klfects on our Comforts, our Clothes, our Food, our 
Weapons and Implenionts— How we employed ourBrivea during the Spell— Novel 
Occupations — Ludicrous Success — Musical Amateur — Strange Musical Contest 
— Amphibious State — The Sacramento rises .higher — The Rain ceases *and the 
Sun re-appeara— Change of Scene and Employment — Piebald Appearance of flie 
Camp — State of the Ground— All the Stock got mired— How wn manage — Ttm 
AHnsrsnt Wmh again. 

In the morning wo found gold in the bed of the creek all 
along as we proceeded, so we follow<^d it down a con- 
siderable distance to a point, where, after receiving two 
respectable confluents and innumerable smaller streamlets 
(all then dry), it took a decided southerly course. We tried 
tlie banks in many places, smd several of the bars, in all of 
which we foiind abundant evidence that it would be a most 
remunerative stream to work on when Uie proper season 
came round. In the course of our explorations we came 
to a rocky cafion, where the water tumbles over a fall of 
twelve or fifteen feet, at the bottom of which there was a 
large cavity in the rock, quite round at the orifice, about 
eight feet in diameter, and four feet down to where there 
was moist gravel, the hole enlarging in dimensions as it 
descended. Some expressed ,a great desire to clear it out; 
and one of the men finding over an ounce of fine dust in a 
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crack on the edge of the rock from which, in the wet season, 
the torrent is discharged, all hands agreed on the experi- 
ment, indulging in golden anticipations of all sorts, many 
of the over-sanguine setting down the proportions at one 
thousand dollars ; which would not, after all, appear exor- 
bitant, considering the circumstances. 

We put in two men witli shovels to fill the pans, which 
were passed up by two others, and sent from hand to hand 
along a file of four above, to a place where the sand was 
discharged, the empty pans returning by another line, 
coming up and down with the regularity of elevators ’ 
corn-mill. In a few hours we thus ac cumulated » ge ' 

of gravel on the bank, but did not appear to make o aecp 
iinprcssion on the hole, which bulged jut in the sides like 
a pot. Nevertheless, \vc worked unremittingly (albeit on 
empty stomachs, and nothing in j)rospect to appease the 
painful gnawing? of the worm of appetite), as the presence 
of water on round stones and coiu’se gravel afforded us a 
guarantee that tliere was no chasm or aperture through 
which the gold could escape. From the round stones and 
coarse gravel we came to a layer of coarse sand, in which, 
curiously enough, were frequently sent uf immense frogs, 
as large as young monkeys, and a description of land turtle, 
that; on the other hand, was of dv.ai’fieh proportions. 
These were all alive and kicking; and the wonder was that 
they could have existed under such a superincumbent 
weight as we removed, which of course was only to bo 
accounted for by the mysterious agency of tlie genius loci, 
who stationed them there to watcii the golden treasure; 
for if the great dmgon of the Ilcsperides himself had^been 
saddled with only half the load, the celebrated fruit would 
not have so long cumbered its branches. In the absence 
of all other nutriment, we became sudden converts to 
French cookeiy, calling into^requisition the services of our • 
“ coney-cum-quero” artists, who invented an entirely new 
dish, characteristically christened “omnium gatlieium,” 
which I cannot, however, so confidently recommend to a 
generous and confiding public as their previous effort, as 
it was composed principally of bull-frogs and land turtle, 
thinly interspersed with the limbs of a few woodpeckers 
and one ground squirrel (a much nicer animal than a rat), 
stewed in the green water that*we took from the hole in 
two of our largest wash-pans, anSl without either pepper, 
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salt, or any other sauce or seasoning but keen, pungent 
hunger. 

As we left off work at dusk, we took soundings with a 
pole, and foiuid there were fully live feet yet to clean out; 
but the hole at this level took an iinviird rMin e, that would 
quickly diminish its capacity for liolding. Not so- the 
“ onmium gatherum/’ which, found re<‘t'ptacles capacious 
enough, and, simple and unadorned u.s it. was, would have 
4»ll disappeared if we liad yielded to appetite; hut. we re- 
“•»ed ii portion of this comp<»site mess for breakfast, and 
.o ill, n*k 'loder the an pices of the morning star, as 
was lie jssaiy r<*aeii homo that evening. 

I t'e.e ^ * ‘*s lo a tine V, darker, and heavier 

saiK ) Ill * i V f tin*, precious dust, which 

sent i; > i - ( , . \| rcta*‘ou to such a pitch, tlmt 

I ' ,t )r >: .• cl, from nnir Imndretl to five Inm- 

dr ‘s shuie "'‘ihout etfocting a piii-chase, and cir- 

.cO.sc/' ! u as lh(5 time was, a miniature «)f the Bull and 
Bern iicM war> put into otteration. which hatched its 
smaK i'luUh of lane ducks with a rapidity in keeping witli 
the v(^g 'itat.ive and generative cliaracter et the country, 
rile game, mom utarily inc'x*as(al in interest as the bottom 
was approach d; hut the increasing depth obliged us to 
put ill a rude liu’ hr to cUiable the work to proceed, Jt was 
also <hu'i^cu prudent to tq>point experienced washers to 
lest ihe contents of each pan, for the indications of tlic 
satid now became truly promising. Silem^e r(*igned omni- 
potent : yet during the intervals between each shovel- 
stroko, altiumgh every one appeared to hold liis breath, 
there w<?ve strange, smothered ventriloquial sounds, re- 
located with a rapid regularity, which at last brought m(^ 
to listen, and dLs.. jver unit 

The beating of our own hearts 
AVas all the soundfire heard. 

Tlie sun, too, came at this juncture to take a peep into the 
nearly empty hole ; but the polished shovel returned no 
lurid flash to his bright ray, the predominant reflection 
being from the black sand, which, by tlie time the la.st pan- 
ful was removed (sand et jtreterea nihil), had commimicated 
quite a leaden tinge to our complexions. Then 

We looked each other’s faces round; 
but there was not a word ol* banter or regret as the men 

Q 
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slowly aaid sadly came up from this great polished deceiver, 
each wondering, but unable to solve the miracle of the 
total absence ot even a particle of the metal. 'Wanting 
Other diet, it supplied us amply witli food for conjecture 
and surmise ; but the most ingenious and sophistical could 
not suggest a feasible explanation why it was that the gold, 
which assuredly came in from above, and which we found 
in quantity below, being the heavier substance, should have 
been absolutely ejected, leaving stones, gravel, and even 
black sand, at the bottom. All the natural and usual ope- 
rations of cause and effect being at length exhausted, a 
metaphysical gentleman agreed with himself that preter- 
natural spells must tdso have been at Avork, and that, if the 
frogs could spcali, “tliey woubl a tale unfold” that would 
suit as an appendage to the legends of Croker.* 

We now shouldered our traps and went down the creek 
for at lejist a mile, finding prospects throughout calculated 
to console us somewhat for om* morning s disappointment; 
and just when about diverging for home, we saw, farther 
down on the banks of the creek, a large Indian village, of 
a more pennanent character than 1 thought the Diggers 
could boast of, the huts being unusually well constructed 
lor that tribe. It was tliickly inhabited', tlie- red-skins, 
arrayed with their bows »uid arrows, seemed as if ready for 
an encounter; but Ave nuwed off at right angles, marching 
steadily until Ave reached the Sacramento at our raft-moor- 
ings, about t.Avo hours before sundown. W’^e then com- 
menced shipping our first cargo, which consisted of four 
men with their packs, chosen by lot, as the fumographic 
attractions on the other side, the dislike of crossing (as the 
last batches would be compelled to do) in the dark, and 
the iiidi<Mtions of a coiiiiiig change in the Aveatlier, made 
each anxious to be amongst the first. 

* While working on Book Creek, the weather being very hot, we 
always luul by us a pan of drinking water, and close to it stood a tin 
cap, in which we put the particles of gold as wc gathered them. One 
morning, as we were at work, a thirsty prospector came by, who asked 
permissloti to take a drink, which being accorded him, he filled up the 
cup and quaffed off the costly draught, without cither drinking our 
healths or leaving even the semblance of a sediment at the bottom. I 

first suspected, there was a little sleight-of-hand in the matter; but from 
the sincere compunction of the man, and the earnest manner in which 
he offered to replace the gold, I firmly believe he swallowed it : a cir- 
cumstance which caused us for the future not to rely implicitly, in such 
cases, on a saA’ing slip, ** inter pocvlum et labra** 
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It took over an holl^to make the fn^st trip to and 
(luring which time the clouds liegaii to gather and drop 
rain; thc^whid, too, sighing in ominous gusts. I was in 
the second hatch, and got well wet from the heavy i*ain be- 
fore I landed, the wind still increasing in violence; and, 
iinfortiiiiately, as the third party were coming over (it being 
now dark), by some had management or other the raft 
]>arted, three clinging to one ]>ortion and one to the other. 
A shout was instantly raised. lanterns and fagots were lit, 
and tlie slioro was lined to si <; how siicc^onr could be 
brought to bear; but our comrades’ fate n])peared inevi- 
table, as over the rapids feared tb(?y must go, where we 
were a})prchensive they would lose f.h(?ir hold and be 
drowned. As good luck AV(»uld have it, however, that 
portion of the raft to which tin* three were atbiched 
went slick over, and w'as roundt'd to in an eddy that 
whirled it to the shore, not mort* than two hundred yjirds 
Iw'bnv; th(^ (Jther, taking a differinit slioot., stranded on a 
pointed ro(*k, over which the intercepted c.niTent surgtHl in 
frothy foam, Thciv, was a (b'cp gnt between th(^, rock and 
th(^ shore, whicdi cut off all personal aid. so that tho only 
Tiling we could do was to shout in encouragennont to the 
])oor fellow, urging him to try and work his log over the 
obstacle, telling him how liis rompanions had got safely 
on shor(f, and throwing lines, with weights attached to the 
ends, that he might lay hold of them. But ho was almost 
altogether nuconscions from the dashing of water; 
though still holding on witli the proverlaal tenacity of a 
drowning man. H(' remained in this fearful predicament 
nearly a (pi arte r of an hour, when we saw the log veering 
slightly from side to side, as tlie current evident^ rose a 
little, the rain falling in torrents all the time: anotlicr 
swing, and' it broke afloat. “Does he cling?” uttered a 
]iun<lrod months. Yes! we could see his head in th<i 
torchlight as his log whirled into the protecting eddy, but 
life was nearly t'xtinct; nor could we release his gra.sp 
without using actual violence, and for a long time after we 
('arried him to the 3iearest tent he did not appear to- re- 
(iovev. However, we were overjoyed to se(i him at lengtli 
give signs of retiiniing animation; when, leaving him in 
charge of the only female in the community, we all pro- 
ceeded up stream to constn^cl a new raft to bring over the 
remainder of our party, as the river began rising so rapidly 
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that, if deferred until morning, rafting would be impracti- 
cable. It was a truly novel and picturesque sight to sec a 
file of blazing torch63S and fagots, and the dusky^forms o.f 
the men at work, with their gleaming axes and augers, of a 
dark stormy night, singing cheerhilly to keep up the spirits 
of those on the opposite shore. Two first-rate large 
rafts were solidly constructed in an incredibly short space 
of time, capable of taking all over at a single trip each; so 
that, ere midnight, they were safely landed amidst' their 
companions. 

Oh, how it did pour ! I never before saw such torrents. 
The biggest tears of oidd Ireland were but intennittent 
imitations — more drizzle — compared with it, as it sluiced 
down, making tlie blazing logs “pale their ineffectual fires,” 
until they fairly struck to the rival element. It drummed 
upon the tents, spirting through tlie closest canvass, 
covering the upper blankets and the pendant clothing 
with a condensed vapour like hoar-frost; but the 80th of 
October being unusually early for the regulai* seasonal 
spell, we all crept into our damp beds, trusting that in its 
fuij it would expend itself ere morning. But morning 
caine and brought with it no cessation. Down, down it 
flowed in perpendicular streamlets, each as thick as an 
ordinary ramrod, iiuncturing the ground which was not 
as yet mashed into mortar, as if points of that iiistninient 
had been inserted into it with mathematical precision. 
The select few who had stoves could alone make tlie 
“sparks fly upward;” the remainder, with their waggon- 
covers, endeavoured to construct a si)ecies of hearth um- 
brella to shield them from the water. Noon came, and 
still dow-n poured the rain, and up rose the Sacramento, 
turbid and turbulent; its quiescent edges, sheeted out into 
the bush, forming quite a contrast witli its rapid centre. 
All hands were digging deep channels round their tents, 
and caiTying in limbs of timber and hurdles to elevate their 
couches from off the cold damp earth. Every one was 
soaked through, and everybody’s bedclothes were so 
thoroughly saturated with damp, that we turned in without 
divesting ourselves of our wet garments. 

A second night, chilly and cheerless, converted us to the 
belief that the rainy season had prematurely arrived, and set 
us cogitating how we should employ ourselves during its con- 
tinuance. The lighting of fires in the moming was quite 
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a prolonged and doubtful experiment in the ash-pools — 
longer pits — ^where the crackling wood was wont to iwel. 
We built them ns close to our tent moutlis as possible, 
prepared to suffer any inconvenience from the smoke for 
the faintest countervailiijg glow of heat. All was insuffi- 
cient, however, to dry our dripping clothes and bed cover- 
ing. Our knives, forks, spoons, tin dishes, and knightly 
implements, soon got coated over with inist; our fire-arms 
became woodboiiiid : the 2»rovisioiis. too, suffered their 
quota of damage. The jerked bc*el got blue-moulded, tlie 
tlour caky, the sugar treacly, the tea flat, the coflee sodden, 
the powder luini)y, and the brandy iveakh/. Even my fine 
watch, which I never before cauglit in a wayward mood, 
took it into its head to spend the season in a state of tor- 
pidity. There was nothing for it now hut eitli(?r a thorough 
i-evision and repair of the \vardrohe, or card-playing, drink- 
ing, or both; for there were no hooks in the concern, while 
danq) paper was eahuilated to t>hsciire the clearest ideas 
«:ommitted to it. Niwertheless, the <lull, triate influences of 
the time w*eve often chcquer(‘<l with a hearty laugh, result- 
ing from the amusing bungles ol th(‘ many uiiliconed 
imitators of and Cabbage who undertook to flourish 

the awd and tlie needle. Jhjots were in the most urgent 
want of relief, as must of tin*, crow'd, to use a. slang ^^hrasc, 
“were addicte<l to tojj-hoots: ’case why, they’d got no 
bottoms;” worn on the priucii)le which induitod my country- 
man to w alk in the mud under the cano]>y ('f a sedan-chair. 
Coats, not being ]>reviously much used, «lid not sUuid in 
need of rei)air; Init pantaloons became so grotesquely 
metainorphosed under tlie “stars and stripes” with which 
they were liberally garnished, that it required a strong 
elfort of memory to recognise them. One gcutlcanan in 
particular, evidently of a retail education, not from any 
jocose freak either, caused us an hour of merriment by 
freckling over his stem with those minute jiatchcs until it 
resembled a map of the Archii)elago or Carribeaii Sea. 
You might see shirts, in the absence of either father or 
mother-o -pearl studs, ornamented with buttons that would 
be quite at home on the breast of a P-jacket; and hats that 
had curled up tlieir broad brims under a crisping sun, 
now driven into the slouching attitude; together with 
many other strange and cqnous contrasts, too numerous ta 
mention. 
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In the midst of onr multifarious avocations, one raw 
gushing evening our ears were brought to full-coek by the 
laudable efforts of a gentleman who possessed a rheuiuatie 
key-bugle, which, perhaps, like its owner, was suffering 
from the roughness of the jonr^ey or the climate, tor his 
choicest strains were not of that “chamiing” quality cal- 
culated to “soothe the savage breast,” much less those of 
a Christian. On the contraiy, to travesty the phrase, they 
were “ a disconl of harsh sounds,*’ which, as a friend of 
mine observed, would be certain <leath to any (;ow of ad- 
vanced age ill the (htUl Country, where they understand 
music. However, this painful solo was opportunely chal- 
lenged by the a])poarance on the sod of a canine amateur, 
whose musical jiowers were so decddcdly superior, that he 
silenced his opiioneiit with a few of liis quavers, and retired 
amidst torrents and applause. Tlio gentleman and tlie 
bugle suhsequently made two other paralytic efforts to re- 
new the contest; hut old roni])ey, who, for fear of such 
surprises, kept his organ at concert pitch, came promptly 
to the scratch, and (effectually consummated his conquest. 

There were some ugly broils arising out of gambling 
contentions, and disgusting exhibitions from over-deep 
potations; hut, strange to say, no serious accident oc- 
curred, nor did sickness suix^mvoiks even though 1 may 
assert, that we “ lived, and moved, and had our being” in 
water, or positive moisture; making us incline to the sup- 
position that liahitucle endow’ed us with semi-amphihious 
natures. This state of things continued without any mo- 
dification for nine whole dayi? and nights ; the river rising 
higher and higher, roaring in frantic fury; whirling, like 
.-straws on its surging bosom, huge logs and trees that it 
uprooted and snatched along hi its headlong rage ; its 
frenzied temperament madly ministered to by the innu- 
merable torrents along its course vomiting in their foaming 
stimulants. Hook, Middle, and Salt Creeks, now presented 
impassable barriers to any communication betwixt those 
encamped on either side, being so swollen by the monster 
current that they spread athwart the limited le^’el, and com- 
pelled tlie whole settlement to strike their tents, and retreat 
up the hill-side. 

On the morning of the tentli day, we were all mightily 
gladdened and rejoiced at tli^ re-appearance of our -ohl 
friend Sol, beaming etfulgently, but somewhat moderated 
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in his fierce mxlour. Presto! now tliero was a magiical 
change oj: scene. Lolling listlessness gave place to bnstle ; 
tents were struck in a trice; everj'thing was laid hai’c, and 
all were bustling as briekly as the aluehy state of the ground 
would pemiit to give their si)oiigy dotlm and i)rovisions 
the benefit of the change. iHlankots — ^wiiite, re<l, blue, 
green, Mackinaw, and Mexirmn — were spread out iu close 
(xmtact on tlie slope, with shaggy bullalo j-obes and sleel? 
co\mtei7)aiies, Hanked wdtb liaumil, cotton, hickory, and 
Jersey shirts of every tinge luul (•ob>ur; coats, lajicy vests, 
and veiy unfashionable ]>auts, in eonipanionsbip witli 
shreddy drawers; together witli stockings, long and short, 
in a most porous condition; judiciously interspersed, in 
eveiy available vacancy, willi green boots, flabby hats, col- 
lapsed caipet-bags, powderdlasks, shot>j)Ouches, and various 
othev hnnlhig and defensive ticeoutriMueuts, dangling ironi 
the branches; provisions expuse<l and arms piled where no 
shade could screen. them: forming altogi'ther aiuikpie and 
motley scene, most curious to behold. 

This done, we wont to look after our rattle, which had . 
not been seen since the storm coiuuu ikmmI ; but it proved 
rather more of a task than any of us antici]ait(sl; for at 
every step, luiless tlie foot was planb d on the point of a 
rock or log, one sank right down to the kucKs and freipiently 
deeper. Even on the slojfcs, tlie c^arth was almost in a 
liquid state, witli barely enough of adhesive (joiisistence to 
prevent its running in a si ream, T coubl not have imagined 
such a state of things had [ not.witneHS< d it. Wien we 
reached tlie cattle, wh* found tliem, witliout an exception, 
mired do>vn to their bellies, unable to move ; a few were 
dead, and some inule.s and horses badly lacerated in their 
wild endeavours to extricate themselves; the oxen wer(^ 
more passive, but nearly steuwed to death, while it was 
utterly impossible to liberate them until tlie water drained 
off amd the ground became firm. The only mode of meet- 
ing tlie emergency was to gather provender and strew it 
within their reach, which was not a labour of extreme 
trouble, as acorns were very abundant, and they ail had 
become accustomed to their use. Thus we tended them 
for a few days, until >vc were able to oxtricatg those tliat 
.wsere uualde to relieve themselves. 

JEaeh !meBs now went to A’ork with their rockers in the 
•dafiferont giffdieB, and in select {daces along the hanks of 



104 A STROLL THROUGH THE 

the creek, washing the dirt, and getting well rewarded for 
their trouble, averaging fully two ounces per man. But 
the soil was too wet to work to the best advantage, being 
in that state which masons call “grout,” the hea\7 metallic 
particles sinking to the flag or rock as it became disturbed 
in digging, and escaping the shovels in tlie crevices and 
inequalities, whereas, in a drier state, they would have been 
taken up with earth and separated in the process. Some 
who took the pains of scooping and scraping up the mud 
from those inequalities with large spoons were amply re- 
(piited ; and many made good wages by following the creek 
and gulch courses, picking up particles on the margin 
from which the water had receded, and gatliering pieces 
of considerable size that protruded from the banks, where 
flakes of eai’th broke off, undermined by the torrents. 


CHArTEB X. 

More Rain — Difrging coaxes — The Damp anti Chills arc attended with Sickness — 
Doctors and their Charges — Additions to our Mess — Commence hollowing out a 
Canoe~Thc Agreoabilities of our new Associates — How we hewed, and Joked, and 
promoted Health — Perforated State of the Bark — Studded with Acorns— .How 
caused — Foresight of Woodpeckers— Their Ingcntiity and Discrimination— Finish 
our Craft — Weatlicr clears up — Transport our Goods and Chattels over the 
River — Miners’ Theory — Our Cloak— Miners’ Practices — Their Perseverance— 
We blink them a good while — They Hunt at f .ast — Our Seclusion invaded — What 
we previously averaged— Hours of Work — Api)earance of the Mines — Geological 
Pussle — Capital and Machinery reqttlrcd to develope the Wealth of California — 
Fruitless Search for a Scientific Traveller — Winter sets in — Hunt for new 
Diggings — Our old Gulcli re^nriched — Fresh Irmptions — Make a Party to visit 
the Maiden Creek — Find the Water too high — Indian Visits and Thieving — Give 
some of them condign Punishment — A slight Brush — Our comfortless and inse- 
cure Situation — Return to Home Quarters — Diabolical Murder perpetrated Ly 
Indians — Enrolment of a Voliinteer Party to punish them — The Regions of the 
' Expedition — Position and Number of our Adversaries — The Battle — The Result 
— Onerous Task of getting Home our Wounded Men — Boisterous Night— Both 
Freeman and Coyle die. 

jf 

This state of affairs kept tlie miners in buoyant spirits, 
but they were soon damped again; for, at the end of three 
days, heavy, humid clouds kept floating overhead, accom* 
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panied with sharp squalls and stnail; showers^ which, 
towards evening, settled down into a thick dri/izUng mist, 

. of a most penetrating character. This continued for five 
nights and days, occasionally changing into pouring rain 
as u brisk breeze blew up, which rendered tlie soil wholly 
unfit for digging, and caused a raw chill atmosphere that 
began to exhibit its effects in short ague-fits, rheumatism, 
stiff swollen joints, and scur\y. My ankle, which got 
maimed in the buffalo chase on the Platte gave me con- 
siderable annoyance, both from i)ain and swelling; but 1 
prescribed for . myself, as the medical tariff all over tlie 
.mines made a patient shudder more sensitively than tlie 
most nauseating tincture or painful operation: one ounce a 
visit was the fixed charge: tlic simplest dose cost one dol- 
lar, and anything of a compound nature a quarter of an 
ounce. Yet, notwitlistanding these rah‘S, some got so 
iier\'Ous in their ailments, and }inti<upate<l such golden 
harvests throughout the coming year, that they paid them 
without a rnuniiur. 

As on^ might as Widl he outside as under a tent wdiero 
everything was dripping with damp, oiir mess, which was 
oiilarged by the admission of two gc'nth^rnen, wlio, from tin? 
first, were canqied close beside us, resolved that we would 
employ ourselves in hollowing out a canoe; for having de- 
termined to cross tlie rivta* at the earlitsst o])})<)riuinty, we 
w'ere anxious to have some more safe and exptalitious mode 
of navigation than rafting. W(i accordingly selected anohlo' 
fir-tree, out of which we got a superb log, thirty fcf^t long 
and fifty-four inches in girth, almost fn?e from hark. On 
this we set to work in rough-shaping our craft, under the 
direction of one of our new associates, a seafaring gentle- 
man of great exj»erience, whose natural cleverness, vivacity,, 
and varied information, rendered him a most cheerful and 
delightful companion, more particularly under circum- 
stances where any agreeable social attribute was sure to be 
'liberally appreciated. None of ns were expert choppei*s,. 
but the best were placed at the points where the most deli- 
cate strokes were required; and as we kept hacking and 
hewing away in the perpetual drizzle, joking, singing, and 
quickening the circulation, we felt all the better for the 
exercise, in health, appetite, and spirits. 

In stripping off the bark, I observed it perforated with 
holes larger tlian those which a musket bullet would make,. 
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spaced witli most accurate precision, as if bored under the 
guidance of a rule and compass, and many of them filled 
most neatly with acorns. Earlier in tlie season I remai’ked, 
siich boles in most of the softer timber, but imagining they 
were caused by wood insects, 1 did not stop to examine or 
inquire. Now, however, hnding them studded with acoms 
firmly fixed in, which 1 knew could not have been driven 
there by the wind, I sought for an explanation, which was 

practically given me by Captain S s pointing out a 

fiock of woodpeckers busily and noisily employed in the 
provident task of securing their winter’s provisions. It 
appears that that sagacious bird is not all the time tlirift- 
lessly engaged in tapping Uio hollow beech-troe” for the 
mere idle purpose of making a noise, but spends its sum- 
mer season in pecking those lioles, in which it lays in its 
.store of food for the wintc^r, wheu-e the elements can neither 
affect .it nor place it beyond reach; and it is considered a 
sure omen that the period of snow is approaching when 
those birds commence stowing away them’ acorns, which 
otherwise might be covered by its fall. I frequently paused 
in my chopping to watch tliem iu my iieighbourliood with 
tlie acorns in their bills, h^df clawing, half dying, round the 
tree,’ and admii*ed the adroitness with which they tried the 
nut at diffei’ent holes until tliey found one of its exact cali- 
bre ; when, inserting the pointed end, tliey tapped it home 
most artistically with tlieir beaks, and flew down for an- 
other. But tlieir natural instinct is even more remarkable 
in die choice of die acoms, wdiich are irivaiiably sound; 
whereas it is a matter of impossibility, in selecting theaii 
for roasting, for a person to pick up a batch die lialf of 
wibich are not unfit for use, the most safe and polished- 
looking veiy frequently <tontaming a laige grub generated 
widnn. Even the wily Indian, with all his craft and experi- 
ence, is unable to arrive at anything like an unening selec- 
tion ; wliUe, m a lai’ge bagful that we took £i*om the bark ©f 
our log, there was not one containing even die slightest* 
germ of decay. The birds never encroach on their store 
until sdl on the surface are covered, when they resort to 
those in die bark, and }>eck out diek contents without re- 
moving the sliells from the holes. 

Four days sufficed to finish our craft, about which time 
the weadier again improved, a brilliant sun favouring iis on 
die day of the loundi, which was Wt a very labcuioas affair ; 
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for the canoe, being cleanly «ooq>ed out, was as light as so 
much bark, and we were highly delighted to fmd, on plac- 
.ing her in her future element, that she lloated evenly and 
buoyantly, and was easily impelled at a very rapid rate. 
We sptmt the remainder of the day in transporting our 
traps, provisions, &c. across the river, which was more 
hazardous than we had anticipate<l, as tlio current was 
alanmingly rapid, and our little bark not altogether so inudi 
to our taste when reeling under a smfu t cargo. However, 
we got over everything safely before dark, and by noon next 
day had our tents erected on a nice knoll, in good shelter, 
with wood convenient and a clear In’ook flowing within 
ten yards of us. Another, of umch larger dimensions, ran 
down tlic same slope, where we. coiimienced our opera- 
tions, but it w'as poor iu its deposits. It was not con- 
fsidered strang(‘, as it rose to the westwaj’d. All the old 
hands insist that no creeks or streams arc w'orth working 
save those that flow* either to the noith <>/* south; Jinwiy ex- 
perienced Georgian and Wisconsin minors aflirniing that 
such is the . case iu the mines the v were in the habit of 
working, where all the rich strata lie north and south, 
or nearly so. This natural arrangement, if it he. a fact, 
may have been intluonoed by the same laws that regulate 
the vast chains of mountains all over tln^ c(»»itiTicnt, whicli 
uniformly trend in those directions, and may have produced 
similar results in tln^ greater and deeper seams of gold 
which I am satisfied exist in Oalifornia: hut that it could 
affect the disintegrated particles which arc^ abandoned to 
the cajirice of the mountain thaws, and force them into 
parallel currents, is a doctrine too large for my belief, even 
though afliniied on autJiovity. 

We began our di'ains and excavations on an ostentatious 
scale on this unpropitioiis site, intending it to serve as a 
cover, should we lind a better (of whicli 1 had got a toler- 
able inkling when last over), as we mu’e >vcl'l aw'aio that 
every Sunday we would bo visited by onr old neighbours, 
as much from feelings of friendshly>, perliajt.% as to find out 
if we had discovered a more promising i)lace than their 
own, 'When they would not fail to give us the charms of 
their society; for no mess can sliii’t quarters, either by 
stealth or otherwise, that they are not thus visited or 
ti'aced. If th^ remove .secretly, the moment they are 

missed a party of the men most gifted m that species of 
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chase is chosen to follow their trail, who pack provisions 
and other necessaries, setting about the task in a most de- 
liberate manner, and are rarely if ever foiled; in fact, never 
returning until tliey nm down their prey, ascertaining the 
motives of their change, and the results of the movement. 
I met many of those parties in my rambles, and was often 
highly amused, where from the nature of the ground the 
trail would be imperceptible, to see them take a cast like 
hounds at hnilt, prying around in a stooped attitude, as if 
bringing in the aid of the olfactoiy neiwes, until one gave 
tongue, when they all would hark in, and run it breast high 
again. 

Our plan, however, blinked them for a good while, dur- 
ing which w’e every day went to work at our rich gulch, 
about a mile distant, working very profitably too; and when 
any of them came over to test our location by washing a 
few panfuls out of that at our door, they not only gave up 
any idea of joining ns, but expressed their astonishment 
that we should be so misspending our time as to persevere 
in working there. In a short time, however, the “cat got 
out of the bag,” as it was hut too evident that our home 
mines remained in statn quo; so that it was supposed, from 
the- ingenious device, we laid found out a regular gold 
(juariy. Then commciKjcd the preparations for the hunt, 
a liurried digging out of canoes, as they could not expect 
ours (freely given for visiting intercourse) to aid in bringing 
to light our little mint; but, once starteci, the sport did not 
last long: the hounds were so numerous, and the cover so 
small, that they so6n brought the game to view. Within 
two days afterwards, the entire course of the gulch was one 
continuous file of men, picking and rocking away, convert- 
ing onr secludt?d, silent, golden retreat into a profane and 
tmnultnons thoroughfare. So long as we were uninter- 
rupted, we generally washed out from fifteen to eighteen 
ounces a-day, confining our operations entirely to the bed 
and edges of the stream. The gold was of the purest qua- 
lity, for the most part ih nice sized particles; tliose of a. 
larger size were always streaked with quartz veins, which, 
in the hands of jewellers (as I afterwards saw them in 
Francisco), could be shaped and polished into handsome 
rings, brooches, and ladies’ ornaments. This, it must be 
admitted, was a very good yield, when it is taken into* 
consideration that, from the coldness of the mornings; 
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and evenings, we could not commence w'ashing before ten 
o’clock, and were obliged to give over at two, or a little 
Jater. 

Our new neighbours camo across and ivtinned in their 
canoes evei^ morning and evening, and widened tlie bar- 
vest-field by excavating the banks, most generally with 
complete success. But, the weatlier taking a dry aud 
frosty turn for a few days, the slender stream was com- 
pletely intercepted, and, as a matter of necessity, the whole 
character of our proceedings changed into .dry-digging 
oiierations; and not iinprofitahly either, for, l)oth in the 
deep crevices and imbedded in the rock, we found the 
metal in greater fpiantity and nnndi larger particles. As 
at Salt Cre<?k, it was quite in the heart of the rock, wliere 
it must have reuiaiiied since the original formation, as the 
rock was sound to the core, and free on the surface from 
the slightest flaw or fissure tlirougli whicli the gold, even 
in a molten state, could liavo ptmetrateil ; the metal fitting 
its bed with the accuracy of the nicest .speciuioa of inlay- 
ing, but in no instance showing that alhnity for tlio rock 
which it exhibits with regard to (piartz. Hiose facts con- 
vinc(3 me, as I have before observed, that the surface- 
scratchings, although tlieir aggrt gate amount is enormous, 
are still but as the shedding of tlie grain; and while 
leaving me a sceptic as U» its origin and nio<hi of distribu- 
tion, confirm me in the belief that the great mineral wealth 
of California is seated d<*ep in the bowels (»f tlio earth, and 
is only to be developed by associated com panic's possessed 
of large capital, who can afford to sftik d(if3p shafts and 
apply mechanical contrivances for removing the unprofit- 
able soil and keeping under tlio subtcjiTanean drainage. 

I often inquired in my rambles, and eagerly sought for, 
some zealous member of the British Association, or equally 
learned savant, to enlighten me on the subjc*ct of this geo- 
logical puzzle, but never wiis fortunate enough lo come' 
“across one. If any of such a class ever came out to dive 
into and lay bare the. bosom of Nature, cupidity must 
have vanquished their yearnings for immortality, and trans- 
formed die divine philosopher into die mundane mammon - 
hunter. 

The weather now imderwent a decided winter change ; 
tremendous showers of sledt and frequent heavy falls of diy 
snow occurred, which pfecluded die possibility of work, 
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and coniin^d' our opposite neighbours to their own quar^ 
ters. But I‘ must do them the justice to say, that th^ 
improved their opportunity most industriously, as, to all 
appearances, -they swept the gulch clear of its rich contents, 
constraining us to ciist about in order to find another fe- 
voured one, to keep us employed until we could- make up 
a party to go back into the interior, to the creek w'e dis- 
covered when exploring. We met many rivulets with 
promising indications, but none that would bear compari- 
son with the other. However, before making a selection of 
that which wo sliould work, one day, as symptoms of re- 
turning* fine weather began to manifest themselves, a soft 
mill succeeding the sleet, and the snow melting, from off 
the slopes svnd hill-sides, a mtmiber of our mess, imjpelled 
l)y such commendable feelings as would prompt one to 
visit an old friend Avh<» once upon a time had rendered him 
a substantial service, before leaving his neighbourhood 
took a sti*oll over to tlie favourite gulch to see how it was 
affected by the weather. To his extreme surprise and de- 
light, he saw through its clear waters the bed speckled 
afresh with, golden deposits, upon which lie hastened back 
with the pleasant tidings. The day hnt one after, the 
wat.e.r had so far subsided as to allow of our workingat our 
old haunt, with fully our original suc(!ess, the new treasure 
having been washed down from the suiTounding hills by 
the melting of the snow; but the folk over tlie way, in 
coming back for some of their implements, were also made 
aware of this rather niaiTellous state of things, and again 
commenced their (tiurnal incursions, until the premises 
were a second time cleared out. 

We now began to arrange definitely for sending a de- 
tachment, ill (‘.onjmictiou with others, back to the maiden 
creek, christened, from Its richness, “Gold Creek:” an en- 
tire transfer of our camp-equipage, provisions, &c. would, 
from the- soft state of the ground, he clearly impossible, 
even if we had animals. Things were soon in train, and a 
party of fifteen set out on a sadly, unpropitious moniing, 
with cold sleet driving in our teeth; hut we went at it 
head to wind, carrying immense packs. Three of our mess 
Avere amongst the party. The march Avas a veiy harassing 
one, occupying two days ; and, to add to our chagrin and 
disappointment, the waters of ihe creek were so high that 
all the banks and bars Avere flooded beyond the possibility 
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of worki&g t]iem, leflEvmg the Md ef hU>oiir3 oen£hEied 
to the little steep gulches running into it None of these 
were "wlmt might be tenned rich in comparison; the wei»- 
ther, moreover, continued so «old and indeiuent that we: 
could not get more tlian two hours out of any day for 
work ; and even those, such as none but gold-diggers would 
care to turn out in. As if to crown our suiforings and 
anxieties, we were visited by the Indians, first in a friendly 
guise ; but they soon convinced m they b»td other designs 
m view, as our axes, knives, and odier articles, became sus- 
piciously scarce. 

By a little vigilance tw^o of the delinquents were caught 
ftafjrante ddlcior and with a view of cheeking or 
abolishing the theft, we seizc<l and tied them up, giving 
them a right good hiding, under \vhi(*.h they howletl most 
lustily. One was tlien liberated, to wiioin we made known 
by signs that the otlier would <letained, and lioggt>d each 
day until the various stolen articles were restored, jmd that, 
unless this were done within two suns, ’ we would shoot 
him. The liberated convict re^turnod rather more promptly 
than Vfe expected; hut instead of being a bejirei' of the 
missing goods, he was accompanied In a large band of 
savages, all aiiriod witli bows and arrows, who, by their 
menacing gestures and loud hdk, indicatcxl that they came 
with the intention of relciisiug tin? captive, and avenging 
liis and his companion s injuries. As they seemed resolved 
on coming to (dose quarters, when tve vn ouM not have the 
shadow of a chance against them, we tri<^Nl a. discliarge of 
buck-shot agfiiust their shins, tvhich pnaUiced a saltatory 
and highly salutary effect, precisely such m we desired, for 
they retired in double-([uick time, discliarging obliquely in 
their rcitreat n flight of aiTows, none ol which took effect; 
but as we did not follow uj) tlie fire, they took courage, and 
halted on a rise about five hundred yards off, from which 
they kept yelling and gesticulating at a furiouB ratii. The 
*pnsoiiei*, wh(ni lie saw them retiring without effecting his 
liberation, set up such oit infernal howling that we were 
onty too glad to liberate him, giving him a sort of postscript 
that confined the pith and essence, of our feelings. 

Well acquainted with their r(*vengeful disposition, we 
placed an extra guard that night, who could plainly observe 
the dusky forms of our demies prowling around in the 
gloomy shadows of the contiguous tree.s; but as they saw 
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we were on the. alert, they did not trouble us. From this 
we foresaw there would be an absolute necessity for a con- 
stant nightly watch ; and, as this was most harassing to 
men faring badly, with insufficient clothing, with our pro- 
visions, too, nearly exhausted, the weather inclement, and 
the gold not over-abundant, together with sundry other 
persuasive reasons, we commenced our retreat — I should, 
perhaps, say, our return to our camp at head-quarters — on 
the following day. The trail was so affected by the con- 
stant wet weather, that it was far advanced in the second 
night before we reached our destination. 

Two mornings after our return, Captain S ^r went to 

the door of his tent, from which there was a good view 
across the river to the moutli of Hock Creek, where a fine 
old gentleman named Colville, together with his son, a 
most promising young man, and a respectable Swede 
named Mansfeldt, had been camped by themselves about a 
mile from tlie main settlement. He immediately remarked 
that their tent* was not obsei-vable as heretofore, although 
there was light in it late the previous night. He called us 
all to look; but no one could discover any trace of it, nor 
could we frame a conjecture as to the cause of its sudden 
disappearance. Feeling sad misgivings, and having a high 
esteem for the party, three of us paddled over, and on 
coming to the site of the tent saw tliat it had assuredly 
been removed in haste. Some slight marks of blood were 
apparent; but the rain had so effaced them that it was 
difficult to determine whether they were really such, and 
the space immediately around was in such a puddle that it 
retained no marks of any sort. However, on extending 
the sphere of our search, we found at a little distance the 
iron portion of a pick, with blood on its point, and light 
hair the colour of the Swede’s, while farther on there was 
something resembling clotted brains, togetlier with many 
Indian footprints, amongst which was one of immense 
magnitude. 

It was now clear that a foul and bloody deed had been 
peipeti'ated, so we made an active and anxious search, 
tracing do'vvn the footmarks to the river’s edge, where it 
was evident they had crossed; and a little below, to our 
great hon’or ana dismay, we discovered the leg of a corpse 
sticking out of the water in a bunch of willows, which, on- 
being taken out, proved to be that of young Colville, most 



^^^bockingly mutilated; the Imd battoed to a thumtnj^, eev^^ 
lai^ knife wounds on the baek» and two in the al>do!hea.. 
There was not any trace of the others, but we conjectured 
tlmt all must have been thrown into the river after file 
massacre, and that some eddy hail brought the one body’ 
to tho shore. We immediately assembled the peoplt; in 
the encampment, to hold a sort of general inquest into all 
the circumstances and appearances connected witii the de- 
plorable affair, at which but one opinion prevailed as to 
who were the perpetrators of the slaughter. A rude coffin 
was next made, and the remains were interred; and a con- 
siiltation was tlien held as to what course should be pursued 
with regard to the Indians, who,. from the footprints on the 
side where the body w^as found, and those on the apposite 
shore, most assuredly came from the eastern side of the 
river; instigated, we concurred in thinking, by feelings of 
revenge for our late cliaatisement of them, and the shooting 
of tliose who attacked the party of exploration. 

It was unanimously agreed that a party should be en- 
rolled forthwith to proceed to their village, and, by inflict- 
ing summary punislmient, teach iliem a lesson that would 
deter them from again attempting a deed of such bloody 
treachery. b’ifty*two gave their names for muster and 
march next morning, but only twenty-seven catno to roll- 
call, alleging as their excuse the o<‘ tho day, which 

was certainly awful. As, how'ever, tht» prompt retribution 
■would enhance tho effect of our veugefiuee, we set 6ut> 
nothing daunted either by the fierceness of tho weather 
or the defalcation in our forces. We arranged our packs 
on as light a scale as we could safely or prudently venture 
with, taking only a .single blanket eacli, aiH four days’ 
provisions, scant measure, in order that our movements 
might be as little hampered as possible witli encumbrances. 

By great exertions we reached wdthin about a mile of 
their village the niglit of the second day, which was pierc- 
ingly cold; but rather than forewarn them of our proximity^ 
it was agreed to forego the comfort aiul advantages of a 
fire, and we slipped, and also breakfasted next mamiug, 
on bread, water, and raw bacon. We thus managed a little 
after sunrise, to. get within view of the enemy s quarters^ 
which, as I before partly described them, were on an elbow 
of land formed by a bend* of the creek, which was now so 
swollen and rapid as to *leave them vciy' poor chances of 

H 
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mm , from tlie busi^ ^httts, most hsm 
beee iAnm two hewdred: a rery large disproportion 
le our wmidl hand. What renderea our position more 
airikma eras &e £set if at any juncture in the affdr 
lft% idiadEeiied, paused, or exhibited the slightest symptom 
oK^maknesg or repulse, oitr doom would be scaled; for, 
hmmed in as Iftiey were, they would certainly rush in and 
owetwhehn us; but we one and all agreed that om* mission 
snwiit be accomplished, as far as in us lay, even should our 
amthflation be the consequence. 

' We were observed before we eame within rifle range, and 
a wild whoop simultaneously emptied tlie wigwams of all 
tiudr male h^abitants, who, with their bows in their hands, 
W^ btimedly slinging on their quivers. We couM hear 
a htunming noise of earnest conversation, as if they were 
aonsultmg with each other how to act; and they often 
anxiously pointed to the huts, as if in doubt what course to 
adopt with regard to their squaws and children, whose only 
nM»de of escape would be across the creek, where the flood 
the time would have tested the powers of tho best 
awhnmer. In the centre of the horde was discernible a 
savage of overtopping stature, whom we set down as the 
one who hod left the large footmarks at the scene of the 
Ifttirder. We continued to advance slowly but steadily, 
under a blinding sleet shower; and as we raised our arms at 
the word “ Beady! ” they discharged a full flight of airows, 
which, however, either fell shoii; or reached us so languidly 
tihot they were easily dodged, as indeed, most of them can 
he, If well watched, at a distance of sixty or seventy yards. 
Itnmediatelj^fter the discharge, the big Indian rushed to 
fte front, changing the bow into the left hand, and bran- 
dhdmg a tomahawk in the other, as if to head a charge ; but 
aAd^hargo of nine rifles, with deadly effect, checked them 
m Aey were in the act of bounding to his call.* Wo still 
emriinued closing and reloading, and were met with a 
eeeond diach^e of arrows; the big Indian and a large 
group following timir flight, bent upon coming to close 

* Oar smaament was to Ore by sections of nine, thus making throe 
ortbe wfu^. There were twoCe^e-shot gnus assigned to each section, 
oslms nndcr amssitions constvaizitw second section was not to firo 
qmtiwflrstx^oiMM: the third imver; and our amnumltionwiui made 
nito f(W 
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shot from the other eighteen gone* wkh stwniui jim 
staggered them, etid turned their advauee. Once 
the fright became general aiMi tumdltii^s, aU rushing hmfk 
amongst the wigwsfns* and many plun^ng into the stream^ 
followed by women, holding little children in their mtaok 
who were soon swallowed in its cuprUng eddies. We &i0d 
a few more shots into their bark tenements, and frdm tl^ 
howls that Ibllowed, 1 sliould say with iatel results; but 
deeming that our measure of retribution was amply 
we ceased firing, and retired in a cool deliberate. mmMtf 
after having counted twenly^three bodies on the ground. 

It was only then it became generally known that two of 
our men, William Freeman and Thomas Ooyle^ had bsM 
wounded: the former in tlie arm through the blee|>8». 
other in tlie thigh a little below the groin. There waaah 
artery severed in Freeman's case, and the bleeding was i|0 
piofuse as to produce syncox^e, notwithstanding all oor 
efforts to stanch it, evc'u with the aid of a t^umiejuat; 
leaving us in an anxious state of suspense os to whethe)^ 
we would bo able to get }iim alive to the settlement, wheise 
surgietd aid, such as it was, could bo obtaim^d. Indeed^ it 
was a great oversight in tlie eixpcditlon to liavc set out 
witlioiit a surgeon, wlien tJierc was eveiy icasou to anticl*- 
pate the wiuit of his s<u’\ices; there being, too, so liberal a 
siu’inkling of tliat profession in our rommujuty. 

We coustrnch'd a sleigh of stout b» anclies and brush, On 
which wo plac(^d Freeman, and eveiy man gave up bi^ 
blanket to make him as comfortable as possible. We made 
traces iind breastrstraps of vine tenchils, by nibans of which 
six at a time attached themselves to the rude vehicle. It 
was a most fatiguing undertaking, and slow almost to total 
discouragement, while the sleet fell and the storm raged 
witliout mercy. Never shall I forget the wretched ni^ 
wo passed: Avithout any fire, and all our covering aro^Gfid 
the poor sufferer; widiout the slightest shelter eithor, m 
the heavy dripping from the trees drove us for choice. il3|b> 
the open space, with uncooked food and sliort commons Jhr 
our fare. The pipe and cigor^ which were ignited vdtb 
difficulty, seemed to affoifr only resource or colnlbi^ 
and, for die first time iit my life, T made an abortive 
tempt to smoke. The raw, penetrating deet alt but 
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the circulation as \^e stood knee-deep in the mud, huddled 
aroimd the sleigh, endeavouring to concentrate a glow of 
animal heat around the wounded man. Long before the 
approach of day we became so woefully benumbed that our 
condition was no longer endurable; so we determined on 
getting into motion, taking our chance of the ti'ail, in order, 
% exertion and exercise, to counteract the paralysing ef- 
fects of the cold. Three of the most active amongst us 
went forward to the camp for help and provisions, and sent 
out , a relief corps, who found us halted, early in tlie day, 
from sheer inability to drag the sleigh any fartlier, in con- 
sequence of our exhaustion, arising principally from want 
of food and clothing. We were enabled to light a fire this 
evening, the rain and sleet having ceased; and were also 
cheered with warm coffee, or brandy for those who pre- 
ferred it, which revived poor Freeman, who was at a very 
low ebb; but he did not survive many days after he reached 
home, mortification having set in, and soon put an end to 
his sufferings. Coyle, too, who foolishly persisted in taking 
part in the sleigh-drawing, found liis wound inflamed vio- 
lently, and, a bad fever setting in at the time, he was 
carried off: so tliat, after all, our victory was rather dearly 
earned. 
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CHAPTER XL 


Chftnge hack our Quarters amongst tlio Cfowd<»Exclten:ient caused by the Be* 
graters— State of the Food Market^Arrlval of a Whale-boat with Frovislfme— 
Decline of Prices— Sickness on the Increase— Its Cause and Character— Doctors 
abundant — Simplicity of their lAboratories— Obstbiacy of Ailments— Novel De- 
putation— Banishment of the Quacks— Simple and gratuitous Bemedies are suc- 
cessful— December Weather — Chiistmas-day and its Reminiscences— Christmas 
Fare— Division of l4d)our— Christmas Morning— Obsen'anee of the Day in the 
Middle Creek Diggings — Devotional Feelings— Our Vdimcr-tablo— Get a Present 
of a fine Dog — Evening Assembly— Arrangements for the Future — Htart again for 
Gold Creek- iCicliness of tho Diggings there— Change of Weather— Indian Attaelt 
— Provisions run low— Oontinned bad Weather— Indian Tradition about the 
Weather— A Party start fur llcad-qiiartera— Stoppe^l by tliu unusual Height of 
the Sacramento — Without Food or Night Covttring*- Torturing Reflections— 
Dreadful Sufl'erings— Day-dreaois of Home, Friends, and Happiness— Pangs of 
Despair — Ttevolling Proposition — My toarfUl Assent— 'Wonderful Instinct of the 
poor Dog— State of my Feelings— His melancholy Fate— Flood Subsides— Wea- 
ther improves — Our Release— Return of the Remaiuder. 

The (lay after we g<jt Freeman to his quarters, we rf^crossed 
the river with our eanip eciuipage to join the crowd, as wo 
felt we (fould not retire to repose witli any sense of security 
in open Avar Avitli the savage tribes, our number being so 
«mall and our position so isolated; Avhile we derived no 
peculiar advantage from being camped on thb east side of 
the river, in a perp(?tual state of* apprelionsion, when, like 
the other miners, we could cross over to work, and return 
again every evening. , On our arrWal at tiio main camp, or 
city, as some jocularly called it, we found the inhabitants 
in a great state of excitement, which threatened to termi- 
nate in a violent edminotion, owing to tlie avaiicioiis and 
unconscionable conduct of the few parties who kept stores 
in those diggings, and who, taking advantage of the state 
of the roads and rivers, which precluded tlie possibility of 
fresh supplies coming foryrai'd for a length of time as tney 
conceived, as if with one^ccord (acting, as I believe, in con- 
cert), raised flour from flfty cents per pound to one doQar 
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fifty cents; pork, from forty cents to one dollar twenty-five 
cents; beans, coffee, sugar, mackerel, and all other indis- 
pensable necessaries in the same proportion; together with 
boots,' which were in gnmt demand, for which they charged 
two ounces for the commonest pegged manufacture. Had 
the advance been gradual, and kept pace with a diminishing 
stock, it would have been patiently borne with; but the 
sudden and .unreasonable rise was so transparent a piece 
of extortion, that it created a feeling which it rorpiired all 
the remonstrances and dissuasions of the cooler heads to 
allay; while, curiously enough, about a fortnight afterwards, 
the same violent parties hore without a murmur a furtlier 
advance of just one hundred per cent, raising fiour to the 
famine rate of two dollars fifty cents per pound : a state of 
prices that not only absorbed all the daily earnings, hut 
trenched deeply on the resen^e-fund of the miners. How- 
ever, they were unexpectedly relieved from this ruinous 
tariff by the arrmil of a whale-boat laden witli provisions. 
She worked up to within a mile of the settlement, which 
was eighty miles higher up the stream than any craft had 
before penetrated. Prices now fell to one dollar for flour, 
all other articles participating in the decline, not so much 
from the addition to the stock brought in the boat, as from 
the fear that other similar cargoes would bo constantly 
coming forward; and altliough none did actually aiiive, 
prices continued at the same reasonable level until a change 
of weather rendered the waggon-track practicable for light 
loads, when more than sufficient for six months’ consump- 
tion came to hand, reducing prices fully fifty per cent, 
lower, at which standard they remained while I continued 
in tbfe diggings^. , 

/We found that sickness prevailed to an alarming extent, 
particularly land scurvy, owing to the constant use of salt 
and greasy provisions without vegetables. In many in- 
Stences it assumed a fearfully loathsome shape, swelling 
tbe limbs to an enormous size, changing the skin to a deep 
pii^le hue,* contracting the muscles and main tendons of 
the legs and arms, so that tliose members were rigid and 
useless ; enlarging the gums immensely, and imparting to 
them a gangrenous appeai'ance, not only disgusting to look 
at, but highly offensive in smell. There were also iheu- 
matism simple and acute, sciaticu, fever and ague, and 
several cases of pulmonary ailments, which generally 
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ended fatally: all owing, 1 suppose, to the severity of tixo 
season, and especially to sleeping hi d^p clones on the 
cold wet ground. 

But if sickness was rife, doctors were abundant: tliat fe. 
a class of men who eschewed digging, and roamed about, 
carrying a pair of saddle-bags ; that on one side containing 
a select assortment of cutlery adapted either for trade or 
surgical uses, the other stored with a “ beggai'ly array” of 
little boxes and glass phials, not stuffed vnth any perplex- 
ing variety of drugs, tlieir contents being ahaost invariably 
confined to calomel, castor-oil, and blue mass, which were 
administered in every ailment, skilfully alternated,- and 
judiciously prescribed with regmd to the hours of repeti- 
tion; as to w'hich the “physicians” were stern and empha- 
tic in their injunctions. 1 regret, however, to say, that 
neither the professional skill of this enuUte Iratemity, nor 
tile virtue of their prescrip*tiony, inspired llieir patients with 
either conlidence or satisfaction ; for it came to be remarked 
by comparison, that Nature was move suoc*.essful than Art; 
and a series of scientific piisfortunes having occurred close 
on the heels of each other, an tfr^promptu deputation of the 
real democratic order was formed, and proceeded on a 
round of visits to those <iisciples of Galen, to indulge their 
curiosity in inspecting tlicir dipiomas. Tliese invaluable 
documents, they said, tliey could not think of exposing to 
the vicissitudes of travel, and had left tliem for security in 
the States, whither the deputation i>olitely directed them 
to retuni for them forthwith. In simple fact, tliis host of 
impostors and empirics were a lot of fellows too laay to 
work; and, from the high scale of medical remuneration, 
deeming it the easiest and most lucrative mode of employ- 
ing their time, they, with the vamatiiity characteristic of 
the American nation, where it is an every-day occurreaee 
to see the blacksmith of yesterday transmuted on the mor- 
row into tlie professor of some polite school of science or 
literature, adopted the medical profession, “making tine 
food they fed on,” as they advanced in their practice, uot^ 
as in the Middle Creek diggings, things came to a crisis^ 
and they were summarily expelled. On their disappear- 
ance, on old mountaineer stepped into the gap, wnoae 
simple remedies, administered without fee or reward, 
brought about very be^neheiai and salutary resuHa; hie 
doctrine bemg a regimen devoid as much as pos^lde 



halt, gretae/ot hugar, e^ct moderate in quantity. He in- 
terdicted' t&e use of tea and coffee, allowing in tHeir stead 
a decoction of sassa&as and the leaves of the spruce, or (as 
it is therS called) the hemlock-tree, which made very pala- 
table substitutes, and proved tiieir sanitary efficacy in scuny 
in every instance where they were regularly used. 

It was on the J21st of December we recrossed the river, 
favoured with a fine day for our task. The weather in its 
change seemed as if it had taken a deliberate turn, not a 
rapid transition, as on former occasions : a genial mildness 
pervaded the shade as well as the sunshine, which was not 
of that glaiy character so little to be relied on, but of a 
mellow ruddy hue, producing comfort without inconveni- 
ence, and tempering tiie air with a salubrious’ mildness, so 
that even tlie most enfeebled invalid could not complain 
that the winds of heaven “visited him too roughly.” The 
grass and herbage began to sprout and peer up from tlic 
soil under its vegetative influence; and by Cliristrnas 
morning this state of the atmosphere appeared so com- 
pletely confirmed and established, that we all gave way to 
the hope that the unusually early winter had passed away, 
to give place to an equally early spring. 

I Avas tmly delighted to find that the miners, without an 
exception, had come to the resolution of observing the 
great Christian festival which was now close at hand, if 
not Avith a devotional rcA’crence, at least by an abstinence 
from all labour on that day, Avhicli, from earliest childhood 
at home, Ave are taught to look forward to with a rapturous 
eagerness, and hailAvith a pious pleasure — a pure, tranquil 
delight; that day so fraught Avith family hospitality, when 
benignity and brotherly love, so truly emblematic of it, 
pervade every breast; when feuds, jealousies, and misun- 
derstandiijgs fade and vanish before the sublimating spirit 
of kindliness and sanctification ; tliat holy occasion, com- 
memorative of the divine mission to eai*th, imdertaken to 
establish unity of worship, and promote, by glorious ex- 
ample, “ peace and good-will amongst men.” 

Our joint mess, in accordance with the custom in tlie 
Old Country, had agreed upon the additional festive rule, 
so generally in ‘VOgue there, of amending and enlarging 
our bill of fare to the full limits that our circmnsoribed 
markets would admit of. With th\svieAv,we secured a loin 
of grizzly bear meat, some six scattered bottles of wine, 
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11(1 two pounds of raisins, wbiob, togoj^r with tho: 

3nts of our own larder and cellar, fimiahed us such' a 
inner as dwellers in the mountains are rarely enabled to 
njoy. Each member of the mess undertook that poitiou 
f tliG prepamtions he was best prepared to deal with; one 
gieeiiig to bake, another to roast the venison, anoUier to 
oil the bacon; one gentleman taking in charge the manu*- 
icture of short-brend and sweet-brea(l, a second choosing for 
is department the pies, made from preserved apjiles: but 

Captain S r s >vas the chef-d'ceuvnt of the feast, being 

plum-pudding made in ship^ashiou, not to be excelled in 
oniiiosition, and which he launched into a liquid so truly 
xquisite luid congenial as to leave oue^i doubt wiiether 
0 prefer tlio pudding or the sauce. The part asBigue 4 me 
i*as to rig out a table, and get the Sbethedd ware in order, 
niaiuiged my task admirably 1 ^' means of the front and 
Jiul boards of the waggon, making logs of willow sticks, 
Jiat creaked and Ixuit, not being fur cuoiigh advanced in 
'(?ars to “ groan” uiuler the suiierincumbent profusion. A 
)uritioii waggon-sho(it served the puipost^s of a table-cloth; 
iiid, if the cutlery did nut all match, it was uiatcliless in 
ts p<?culiar variety, a sutiicicncy being secured by supply 
iig the caiTers witli bowi(^kiiives mid short swoi’ds, in lieu 
)f the more legitimate instrument.' 

Christmas morning was ushered in by a glorious sun, 
ileai* and lovely as ii clawu in May, undisturbed by senile 
rounds or noises. A calm air of dcdicioiis rci)Osc and hea 
•^enly tranquillity pervaded hill, deli, and dwidliiig, cveiy one 
^coining to merge his mission in the memory of Uie rege- 
icrating era; the miners donned their holiday CQStnme, in 
jerclianging visits before lumsual, and divesting tJiemselves 
of tiiat turbulent demeanour in which iti^eemed their study 
to excel ; every tent was prepared with some little hospita- 
ble welcome, manulacturcd specially, and every estrange- 
ment was forgotten and forgiven. In fact, everything was 
in pleasing keeping wdtli the occasion; and the soothed soul, 
soaring above all worldly cares and vanities, bathed in an 
exquisite devotional feeling, revelled in those pious im- 
pulses which, how deeply soever buried, have a place in the 
bosom of eveiy Christian. 1 knew some on tiiat day, who 
led lives of indifference and impiety, and had long been 
strangei*s to the duties of tbeh^ creed, to sigh and pine for 
religious consolations which* they despised mid neglected 
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when quite withiu their reach» aud rethre iuto S6ckision».to 
commute 'wilh their Creator in a spirit of devout sincerity 
be&re those sublime and eternal altars, the mighty moun- 
tains, which in themselves inculcated silent homilies of 
reverence and awe, and as impressive sermons on tlie om- 
nipotence of God as ever issued from tlie carved and cush- 
ioned pulpit. Oh ! if all Christians who repine at their 
destinies, cavil at the dispensations of Providence, and 
trample on tlie divine injunctions of the Decalogue, were 
more frequently to contrast tlie life of stdf-denial, tlie per- 
petual mortifications, tlie cruel tortures, the bitter passion 
and death of the Divine Being who assumed himiai 
that day to vaiKjjj^ish deatn, and open up a pathh 
for repentant sinners, with tlieir own trivial and iuiag. 
grievances, how many more penitential niv turners '''■ould 
there not be, seeking to hide and forget tlieni uii re- 
morse and contritior' imjiloring tlieir Cr(-‘ator for that 
'‘peace of mind which pae* edi all understanding T' 

Our dinner-table was quite a spec ti .e in i ts way in the di g- 
gings, with its studied carving arrangements, its bear-meat, 
venison, and bacon, its apple-pies pleasingly distributed, 
its Godiic columns of plain and faiic^ l)reads, interspersed 
at becoming intervals, and its ‘‘Cardigans” flanking the 
whole gastrononiicfil array; the plum-pudding alon being 
reserved for a second course, from motives of exjiedition and 
economy, as waiters were only to be had by express order 
from the cities. We had two guests, natives of the “ Oukl 
Country,” settlers in Oregon, wlio were about to return 
home, as gold mines, it was said had been discovered da 
Rogue’s River, which runs through their own territory. 
One of them brought me, us a present, a noble dog, such 
09 I had often desired to possess, as the vigilance of a good 
watoh-dog about a tent at night supersedes the trying ne- 
cessity of keeping guard. 1 had at first some difficulty in 
retaining him ; but by coaxing and kindness I conciliated 
him at length, and converted him into almost faithful and 
affectionate companion* 

After a most cheerful and agreeable me^d, we went and 
joined a full congregation of all the neighbours, smoking; 
not with perspiration, but with their pipes; seated on die 
felled firewood logs, enjoying the glorious sB^rnocm, and 
chatting over times pa9t^ present, and to eome* Before wt 
aepara^ it was arrangiad thal one large party should go to 



G-old Greek, the stream of the battle-fieW, and another to 
Trinity River, about forty miles to the northward, dis- 
charging into the Pacific Ocean, from which quarter some 
golden news had lately found it way. 33oth of those par- 
ties, having completed their preparations by the evening 
of St. Stephen's (Iho next) day, took their departure on tlie 
morning of the 27th. I was of the Gold Creek dhision, 
•md being by this tinio so intimate with the trail, -wo made 
I ipiio.k march of it, tuoiigh carrying packs to tlie full ex- 
teo :)f ‘^'ur physical abilitv ; but we were doomed to have 
our iintic'ipativo ^-^dcnlations (‘(uicerning the season disagree- 
ably coi'foundoo bv the oremoiiirory symptoms of an ap- 
l)n>a(*^'‘ug change, " Inch rvhed, without niuch threatening, 
a 1 * eidea «i.ud a.iuTv mocul. We erected rather eom- 
lo\..»,»)h! [uartors, having taken tents along with ns, and 
vrent to worj th(' inoruing after our a»’»*ival. unde]- heavy. 
sl(*e1. and rajii, being dosii* am to got what wo could from tlie 
oreelv M«ich had t'db^n low in the g(n>d weather) before it 
r au* .igain. T.ie. * was suffudont linie to obtain full con* 

: Tu.ijon of our *. , extravagjUi.. o^pertations as to its 
but div- gold, was m 'o. sr*ively line particb?s, as 
VO I MAtd jtot tile! ju’n(3t'’u«. to v^bere we expected to find 
it of greater size. Jjowevei under ail the disadvantages 
of wt'iitlier, water, and short days, wff took out a quantity 
that averaged throe ounces to the. man per day : but the 
ci'eck soon rose so o'gb diat avc Wf'ro, to use a sailor’s 
phrase, obliged to ‘*vest on oui* Gal'S. 

Up to this p<a iod w(' vvor<3 unmolested nv tlu; Indians, 
owing, as yve all ascribed it, to rbo presence of niy fine 
dbg; but our mutual gratulaiion.-} on that score ended a 
few nights aftenvards, on our all being aroused from our 
lairs by his violent bai-king; and the attoinent wo lit our 
lamps to get the amis, which, from desuetude and damp, 
were not much to be relied on, a shower of arrows came 
through the canvass, w'oimding nine individuals slightly, 
and five more rather seriously. However, we got rid of 
our assailants without much trouble; for, after a random 
discharge from the few guns that could lie got to explode, 
W6 heard or felt no more of the savages for that night. 
Although unable to work, we hung on in expectation of 
outw'aiting the bad weather, u^til our provisions began to 
grow scanty, and the incessant rain submerged all the few 
lands, driving us up to rising ground «t a distance from the 
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creek. At length, as there was no indication of improve- 
ment in the weather, and the new moen, according to the 
Indi^ tradition, ^vas unpropitiously seated,* three of us 
set out for head-quarters, to procure animals, if possible, 
to carry home four of the wounded men, who were yet in 
a ^crippled state, as, from experience of * the job in poor 
Freeman’s case, we knew the impossibility of doing so of 
ourselves, from the slushy state of the ground, and tiie 
swollen state of the brooks and streams, which also made 
it a very doubtful experiment with the animals; for, even 
travelling without any packs, with only the materials for 
one meal, and our rifles, it gave us quite fiiiough to do to 
pull through. 

By a very early start we calculated on reaching the river 
in one day, and did accomplish it a few hours after sunset, 
p.ccompanied all the way by a deluge of rain. Wc brought 
the men on the opposite bank to hail by discharging our 
rifles, but they declined attempting the ferry until morning; 
so we had no shift but sit down supperless in Uie teeming 
torrents. When moniing came, wc found that the river 
had risen far beyond any of its former limits, and was still 
rising and roaring with tenific import, the clouds sending 
down, their liquid contents in actual streams. This gave 
rise to a feeling of nerv ousness at the idea of crossing in a 
crank little canoe; but men supperless overnight, shiiking 
in soaked clothes, and with extra stowage for breakfast, 
were satisfied to risk a little in getting to comfortable quar- 
ters. However, wc were soon relieved from all anxiety 
about our personal safety by the iiifonnation that no one 
on the otlier side would undertake the hazard of ferrying 
us over. 

Placed in this dilemma, tliere was no resource by which 
we could procure food but by killing a deer; so out we all 
sallied, luid after a good deal of tiresome beating, succeeded 
in wounding a large buck, but not so as to deprive hiip of 
the power of locomotion. The consequence was, he led us 
a chase, in which we easily tracked him by his blood, until 

* The Indians, when the now moon, in’ scallop-shape, is placed level 
on its bottom, as a canoe should sit on the water, look for dry weather 
during Its continuance, for in such a position a canoe would hold what 
water it might contain; but when cocked up anticipate rain, a 
down-pour in proportion as the ah&nt is eonsiderabler* a primitive tra^ 
dition, which, though it may suit certain latitudes, is not to be relied 
on as a general Index of meteorolc^ical accuracy. j 



from and fetigue we were compelled to desi^jt, and 

struggle back to ^ river bank— a mu6h longer sUetch 
than we had any notion of— where, hr from any comfort 
or relief awaiting us, we w^ere met by the surly tliunders of 
a evreUing torrent, fed by the incessant deluge from above. 
Hunger, now overmastering all otlier sensations, gnawed 
with torturing importunity, until it produced an actual dis- 
inclination for sustenance, by the morbid anguish it caused 
in the realms of appetite, when lassitude supervened in. 
shivering sleep, our slumber not so profound as to rendei* 
us insensible of the pelting storm that pattered unpityingly 
over our unsheltered beds. Still, it was jif'ter siinnso when 
we awoke from this miserable re])ose, so completely were 
all tlie physical energies numbed and prostrated; and 
although the rain had become perceptibly lighter, the 
river was as certainly higher: rushing, roaring, and boiling 
up with a maddened fury that shut out all .liopes of our 
crossing that day. 

Famine and starvation now began to conjure up dreadful 
ideas of a wretched death, as from weakness we w(n*e inoa- 
pable of going in quest of game; and even supposing we 
could retrace our steps to the camp we had left, we knew 
that the slender stock of provisions which I'cmained at our 
departure would have beoii entirely consumed, and tlnit the 
probability was that the party tliere were almost as ill off 
for food as ourselves, Tbi.s conjecture wjis confirmed in 
the course of the day by the arrival from thence of two 
more of our comrades, to urge the despatch of the supplies, 
as their store had become entirely exliaust(3d. Our gaunt 
and altered appearance amazed and alarmed them; and as 
they iiad not yet become emawated by long fasting, tliey 
left us next morning, to tiy the chancea of tlie forest, first 
gathering some herbs and cresses, to endeavoui* to allay 
pangs with which we were afflicted. The luin cea.se<l 
soop after daybreak, and wo spent the day in a state be- 
twixt sleep and stupor, in an agony of suspense as to the 
success of tlie hunters; hut in the early afternoon, when we 
saw diem coming down tlie hill-side witliout any game, wo 
abandoned all hope, as the passage of the river could not, 
in the nature of things, be pw^ticable ere exhausted nature 
should have sunk into the repose of death, 

I lay down on a gentle s^ofie, from which 1 never exr 
pected to rise, and breathed, as 1 imagined, my last piaym 
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mtimA^ eaanryiag back my ^Qughi», to my tiatsve la^d. 
M(m»y iAmin, ^ associatioxxs^ at times dreamily 
iitNm tiiemsolvea into groups and pictures of happiness and 
enjoyment, in which, for a moment, I would fancy myself 
paxtielpatiiig; a ^eam of delight flitting through my dis> 
tempered ima^pi^ionrtoo soon, alas! to be dispelled by 
the^ gloomy, realify, tile melancholy transition deepening 
my emotioee of misery into a keen thrill of utter despair 
that would have been maddening, had they not been sweetly 
soothed hj the consolmg hopes of Divine mercy and a glo* 
rkms eteniily. I prayed that sleep might come and relieve 
mo from the anguish of my physical pains and sufferings; 
but that fitful slumber, which was imable to subdue com 
seiousness, alone visited me. 

WhMe lying in this state on the morning of the fourth 
day, witii my faithful dog at my feet, I overhead the men 
who last joined us discussing the necessity of killing him, 
as that, with proper economy, his flesh would sustain us 
until the river so tar subsided as to render a passage prac- 
ticable. It added to my wretchedness, while revolving the 
e;£pedient in my mind, that I was consti*ained to coincide 
in its policy; but as my comrades aroused me to commu- 
nicate the suggestion and receive my consent, 1 gased upon 
my dumb frie^ with a tearful eye and sickened heart; the 
more so as I fancied he looked wistfully in my facdfbtonding 
in au'attitude of dejection unusual to him, with dropping 
tsdl ami hanging, eaxu I was unable to assent in words, 
but gave tliem silently to undei'Stand that I would inter- 
pose no obstacle; and no sooner had 1 done so than poor 
“Sligo” (so I called him), instead of coiling himself beside 
me as was his wont, eluJ^ away to some distance, sitting 
in;a mournful attitude, and watching our movements with 
agmve steadiness that peri'ectly unmanned me; impressing 
me with the steadfast conviction that his intuitive sagacity 
' fhlewamed him of our cruel intentions. 

. It clearly perceptible to all that his attachment and 
eoufidenee were changed into fear and distrust, for no call- 
ic^,or coasting would induce him to come nearer us; while, 
jyC any approved him, be receded slowly. S— who 
the steadiest shot and had the best rifle, agreed 
to^do the deed; and as he*ccm[imenced loading, the poor 
Wdite bdtrayed increased uneasiness^ moving and shining 
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still ai]^ ft little mound, ^ if :he l]^ co9m 4s6,fo^ 
tion of jricldmg himself up as ft Yi0lim*fi9r-ite sstoitkai 
his 'master. Thu warm tears tridded freeljF down my 
cheeks, and 1 iult a disposition to go aad. etnhrAce Idm 
when looking at him for the last thm, 
the rifle to hk shoulder, the poor *0^ tbr 

moment fairiy eonfrouted his executions, tltrowbig. li^adk 
his ears with a low piteous whine, and awaiting bk docmi 
like a hero. - 

Our first meal on poor Sligo was on his raw flesh, hefere^ 
tlio animal heat had cooled out. All evinced resolution 
enough to eat but sparingly, supported, as 1. believe, by a 
natural repugnance to the diet; but nejit morning, when 
we succeeded in lighting a fire, we got on better with our 
fare in a broiled shape. We were, furthermore, cheered by 
seeing from our marks that the flood was subsiding, and 
continued shrinking and calming down all day so rapidly, 
that we looked forward to get over in the morning. There 
was sufficient food till then, as tlie dog was large and fleshy ; 
but wc spent a night of nervous inquietude, lest the jSelde 
elements should interpose betwixt us and rescue. How* 
ever, a bright dawn opened upon us, dkelosing to our de- 
lighted vision the river so fallen as to divest the trip across 
of many of its terrors; and while we stood upon its brink, 
joyously^ind thankfully comparing our present with our 
late position, a crowd from the settlement (‘nrae up sdong 
the opposite bank, cheering lustily to apprise us tlmt relief 
was approaching; nor was it long tiU a gallant yous^v 
named Anderson, was cleaving the stream in tlie eft^oe 
Iniilt by our mess: tlie smallest but manageable of idle 
fleet. He was quickly carried downrse^al hundred yiwds; 
but as he reached the mid stream, a curling eddy swept 
the slight bark round with a velocity that appalled those 
on each bank, shooting her from its vortex into a cmrmt 
thal carried her without an efibrt close m on our side, where 
we followed down to secure her wl^en she touched. 
done so, a cordial cheer filled the air, and shortly aftertwo 
of the larger canoes, with two p^dles each, emerged feemt 
the opposite shore, taking tlieir departure much h^l^^ 
than flie point which Anderson started, feerOhy 

ing the current that hurried hhn down, and sueceeding^^^ 
m^ng a tolerably dir^t kfldmg. ^ hauled the fiiib 
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craft up by the bank; and the three skiflFs, starting from 
the same place, landed us safely, though witli a large quan- 
tity of water taken in during the passage. 

A fresh party recrossed before evening, carrying a supply 
of provisions to the otlier sufferers, and a promise that, if 
possible, animals should be sent over the following day, 
to bring home the woimded. This was punctually accom- 
plished, and both men and baggage were safely landed. 
The wounds, with one exception, proved trivial, and even 
that required only rest and attention to ensure a perfect 
cure. 


CHAPTER XII. 


Snow on the Trinity Mountains— The Party that went there return— Their SuiTer- 
ings— Their wretched Apiiearancc— Confirmation of the Golden Character of the 
Trinity— Dally Averages— Superior Character of the Trinity Indians— Succcsafhl 
■Experiments under adverse Circumstances— Trinity Diggers— Their extravagant 
Expectations— Coast Indians and their Squaws— They make Signs that Gold 
abounds towards the Coast— Bad Weather and shf>rt Provisions restrain the Men 
from going thither— Price of Provisions at Trinity— Effect of the News at the 
Middle Creek Settlement— Our Mess and two others determine ending to the 
City of Sacramento— Motives -for the Trip— My Feelings on>the Subject— State of 
Society at tho Settlement— KCects of the Season on it— Scenes of Grossness and 
Debauchery— Idleness tho Parent of Mischief— I yearn for rational Companion- 
' ship— My Accomplishments do not suit tlie Prevalent Ta;9te— Consequent Irk- 
' someness of my Position— The Taste for Blasphemy— Card-playing at the Mines 
—Skill of tho Players — Consequences of the detestable Froctioe— Illustrative 
Anecdote— Hard Drinking ineh^cs— Digging Practices amongst tlie Minors—. 
Characteristic Mode of observing the SabbaUi. 

It was quite cleai*, from the appearances of the Trinity 
Moimtains, that the storm which had fallen on us ih a 
liquid shape came down there in snow and hail, which left 
little doubt that the party who went north must have also 
had their quota of suffering. Nor were w'e astray in our 
surmises; for in seven days after our escape they came 
staggering into camp, in a state of exhaustion and ema* 
eiation that rendered tlieir recognition dubious at a first 
glance, and even their survival u matter of uncertainty. 
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Hunger bad seized on them with its penetrating fimgs; 
intense cold and exposure had frequently almost arresUsd 
the current of life, and tlie compulsory toil of daily attempts 
at progress had worn down their strength to a mere thread. 
They set out with sevcm animals, hut retumed without oue, 
six having given up and died for want of sustenance; tlic 
seventh, a sort of pet, that would take a crust from the 
hand, and lie beside the camp-lire lihe a dog, had saved 
their lives; iiml the story of sacrifice formed a curious 
coincidence with the sorrowful fate of poor “Sligo.” Our 
greatest care only produced slight advances towards re- 
covery, for the appetites of the poor fellows a]q)eared to be 
w'eakened beyond the reach of stimulants, and their legs 
were prodigiously swollen, conlract(id, and lacerated, from 
constantly breaking^through th<i iee-ci*nst over which they 
hod travelled. 

But they brought back great tidings of the richness of 
th(i Trinity diggings, partitnilarly of a iiew location, some 
thirty miles down th<‘. river, where th(^ fe.w who wercj en- 
camped admitted tliat, ladVm^ the bad w<‘Ut.ber set in, it 
WHS no unfroqiumt achiovemeut to take .mt fn»m one to 
three pounds of gold <'ach daily; hut access with draught 
animals was the next thing to impraciticabio. 'L’he. Indians 
there are of another trilx* and nature, from those along the 
Sacramento: majestic in person, chivalrou.s in bearing, 
incapaWe of treachery, hut ready to fight to the death in 
avenging an insult or injiuy. They are active' nud energetie 
ill the extreme, hunting down for then food the game 
with which the country abounds, and which also supplies 
them with raiment; and emlowed with a germ of enterprise 
or ambition, which instigates them to work, in order to 
become possessed of a flannel shirt or a blanket. 

Our men did not receive as gospel truths the apparently 
marvellous tales about the (‘xtraordinary mineral wealth of 
those regions, which, according to the received accounts, 
would place them so far ahea<l of all the discovcr(?d mines, 
hut commenced testing them by jiersonal experiment, in so 
far as the state of the weather and the waters would admit. 
As it was impossible to try the bars that had already been 
operated on. the banks of the river, where the diggings 
were usually canued on, being totally submerged, there was 
no field but the more elevated grounds, where the old 
Trinity hands scorned to expend their time and labour — 
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spoiled of fortune as they were — ^rather contented 

to allow themselves a vacation until the rich golden depots 
again became accessible, than toil for what in other diggings 
wdUld be esteemed as a right reasonable remuneration. 
Our party, woi'king and washing the despised soil, under 
many disadvantages, averaged daily about hfteen dollai's 
eacli, taking out from twelve to twenty dollars daily to the 
hand, which, it must be admitted, was “ confirmation strong” 
of the wonderful feitility (if 1 may use tlie phrase) of the 
region, judging by analogy of die greater productiveness of 
the more favoured locations. 

The day before our pai*ty set out on dieir return, they 
received further and more tempting proof of the pre- 
eminence of Trinity treasures, by tlie arrival of a baud of 
noble-looking Indians from die directi^im of die coast, their 
fii'st visit among the whites, aecoinp.inied by a few S(iuaws, 
who, strange to say, in this latitude are ugly, ill-favoured, 
stunted in stature, dumpy in figure, and awkward in gait; 
the men, on the other hand, as I have already described 
diem, being singuburly endowed widi all the opposite per- 
sonal advantages. Tlifey had not anything to tiude; and, 
from their watchful attention to all the movements, it was 
evident dieir object was to ascertain the motives diat led 
to an invasion of their hunting-grounds. However, as 
soon as diey found out what the pale-faces wanted, by 
observing die result of their operations, they broke out into 
a simultaneous laugh, shaking their heads derisively, at the 
same time pointing down the river, and making signs that 
the gold was more plentiful and more easily procured there, 
exhibiting a few golden-barbed aiTows in proof of their 
statement. Our folk were half inclined to venture down ; 
but the weather was so dreadhil, and their stock of provi- 
sions at such a very low ebb, that they chose rather to 
endeavour to reach home with the welcome ddings. 

The price of flour at the small settlement, v^eu they 
left, was five dollars per pornid; pork, four dollars; beans, 
three dollars ; coffee was cheap, being abundant, and sugar ^ 
nominal, as nine^tendis of die miners dispensed widi its ' 
use ; but spirits of any kind had attained die monstrous 
figure of sixteen dollars per pint. Oh for a few puncheons 
of Campbelton or Islay whiskey there! and a fig or a snap 
of the fingers for the diggings! 

The news, as might be expected, at once decided the 
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irAabitants of the migiator}' city of Middle Creek on tak- 
ing wing to the El Dontdo as soon as the state of the 
TV'eather and country would admit of a passage; but as 
that would necessarily be some weeks in coining round, 
our mess and two others eonceivod they Avould bo employ- 
ing the intervening time in’ofitably and pleasiintly in going 
down to Sacramento City, irs tlio late arrival of some 
lightly-laden wjiggons proved tlie attempt to bo practi- 
cable. They were naturally anxious to get some nows 
from liome; and they laid out tlitnr accounts, together 
with enjoying the comparative Inxnrios of city fare, and 
taking a ding through Sacrammlo gaieties and amuse 
ments, to supply themselves for the ensuing camjiaign 
with many trivial but useful neressarios. that, traders above 
never thought of providing, bifr tbt* absencf' of which past 
experience had convinced them subtracted materially from 
their comfort and general health. 

It was my intention, bad not the ox])edition been orga- 
nised, to have started alone on a paokunule; for 1 had fully 
accom])lished the object of my missiun to tiu^ mines, and 
began to fool heartily sick of the society at the settlement. 
Ill the early season, wlien tlu^ state of tlie weather never 
intennipted the employment, and the i)eoplo wore regularly 
occupied at work throughout, the day, nuiring to rest at 
rational hours to reposo Irom fatigue, matters w^ont on or- 
derly, and the time, though dull and monr^toriims, passed 
smoothly enough, without resorting to any of those expe- 
dients for consuming tluj tedious li ours of idleness which 
society, in all its grades, has ordained with ingeniotis if not 
laudable adaptability. Jhit since the? niinv season sot in, 
and the community were confined to quai-ters, the system 
of dividing the day was no longer practicable; and the 
yawning minei% in the great majority of cas<*s, devoid of 
any mental resources, turned to the indulgence of degrading 
appetites and propensities ns a cure for ennui: stimulating 
the diilness of unenlightened rumination with intoxicating 
drink, and ministering to the cravings of the passion for 
acquisition and excitement by gaming in its most odious 
form. This gave rise to unremitting scenes of disg^istirig 
debauchery, diat partook in their grossness of the redkle.ss 
character of the class who flocked to snatch up fortunes 
where there were no curbs qr restraints to check the natu- 
ral bent of their dispositions. Thaiseed, once sown in so 



A STROLL THROUGH T^IE 


loa 

congenial a soil, shot np with hixnriant rapidity, the pro- 
longed period of idleness affording ample time for fully 
maturing its odious and contaminating fruit. 

Matters thus daily deepened in repulsiveness, until even 
my own mess became imbued with the vicious contagion,, 
when I fairly lost all heart, and yearned piningly for the 
pleasures of rational companionship, and an interchange bf 
the educational acquirements and accomplishments which, 
aft(n’ all, constitute the great charm of intercourse in life. 
I could not suit my narratives and small-talk to the preva- 
lent tone or taste, nor yet “ lend my ears” as a good lis- 
tener to the current conversation, or take pai*t in the 
favourite games in vogue amongst them. My position, 
consequently, became uncomfortably irksome ; for without 
arrogating to myself any unttsual degree of morality, I may 
be permitted to say, T stood out in a prominent contrast 
there which did not contribute to the personal pleasantness 
of my situation, however self-consoling it might have been 
ta ihy mind and conscience. And although I do not pre* 
tend to say I have myself been above reproof at any period 
of iny mortal pilgrimage, I had not sunk to so low a depth 
as to relish society when it discoursed in a series of oaths 
’and imprecations of the most impious character; in which 
the rarest flowers, the clioiccst gems, of ribaldiy' and blas- 
phemy, were scattered about with a spendthrift profusion 
that would puzzle the “recording angel” to keep pace with; 
where no man’s stoiy was worth listening to that was not 
linked with infernal curses; where nothing could occur, 
either of a pleiising or disagi*eeable nature, that would not 
elicit an ebullition of diabolical swearing; where the man 
was “ cock-of- the- walk” who could devote himself most 
fluently to damnation, calling down the direst imprecations 
on his own head, or concoct and narrate the most abomi- 
nable story with the most obscene effect, originating -an in- 
famous rivaliy for this disgusting pre-eminence, in which 
^ven men advanced in years, whose very presence should 
have restrained such odious displays, contested the palm 
of depravity with an ardour and accomplishment that were 
positively appalling. 

N.eitlier was I free from a penchant for the recreation 
arising out of games of skill or science; hut it did not 
follow from this that 1 should become fascinated with the 
seductive attractions of card-piaying, conducted in accord- 
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ance with all the most modem aud inscni table devices of’ 
blacklegging aud cozening. The miners never thought of 
sitting down to dawdle over an honest game to pass the 
evening; they would not give a checse-piu'ing for tlie dull, 
stupid monotony of fair play: tiie evcitemenf of cheating 
in card-stealing, card-dropping, packing tlio deal, or de- 
frauding the pool, constituted, according to their standard, 
the main interest of the aimisomoiit. Merit never was 
awarded to inert', skill in play; hut when a lei low won hy 
a grt^s fraud, a shout of approhatioii complimented his 
knavery. As a necessary consequence, serious rows and 
bloody encounters sprang out <»f those debasing scenes. 
On one occasion, at the national game of “ poker,” I ob- 
seiTed a playei* slily drop])ing kiiig>> into his lap, as oppor- 
tunity olfered, until he assembleil all the male portion 
of the royal family in a (duster; and tln'ii, wirJi the full 
confideiict) of an all hut invincible hand, lie substituted 
ounces for dollars, bragging liuli'-U'dt^zen lo begin with. 
iVii opposite comj)Ctitm‘ covtjn d the amount, and advanced 
an extra half-dozen, <>11 wliich lh(‘. otlu r further iiaprovtjd, 
doubling the sum (both at tliis junetnn' placing larg(i biick- 
.*kin purses ef dust (ni tixj taldo); but met by a similar 
advance, ho Ix'gaii to “suudl a rat,’* and “called him,” 
when, to his utt<.*r moriilicafion and disc»»nilitnre, four aces 
were displayed to his astonislufd gaze. While liis ojipo- 
nent was*eiijoying the applause of his -u}u rioj- sleigh t o’- 
hand, the patron of royalty snatclied lli^ gold from the 
ben»:h, e.^.laiuring, in virtuous indignation, “ Cheating 1” 
“ ViJlany ; tic.; whicii originated aright royal row' of the 
regular '‘rough and tumble” sort: knives, bituig, “scroodg- 
iug,” aud “ gouging all in,” which (iVtuitiiaU'd in wounds 
and gashes, tlie more miraculous that they were not mortal. 

While, to wind up, 1 honesty pleail guilty to a respect 
and j^artiality for a well-edited tumble)* of “whiskey negus” 
at the proper season of the day, the spell was broken wlieii 
I saw it swallowed at all hours; jmd, instead of contributing 
its comscaht influences to convivial intercourse, balcfully 
ministering to the fiercest and most turbulent passions. 

The diggings als() furnished a held for a kindred sperties 
of adroitness. When miners found their “lead giving 
^ut,” they devised some feasible pretext for .sidling out, 
oxtolling their “ claim” to Hie skies, and religiously swear- 
ing to the Johnny Haws, wllo are to be found everywhere, 
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that it yielded a most mai^vellous average; and as the ex- 
pectant purchaser approached to inspect ^e location, the 
man rocking would unobseiwedly empty his purse upon 
the screen, so that when the washer came to be inspected, 
the quantity it appeared honestly to contain quickly 
brought about a bargain at the outside terms demanded, 
leaving the dupe to be laughed at, and the “ downy cove” 
to be patted on the back, as a paragon worthy to be held 
up for imitation. What tic.kled iny fancy exceedingly was 
to see the class of Christians I have been describing ab- 
staining from work of a Sunday, which they invariably 
did, avowing their scruples of conscience about labouring 
on tile Sabbath, while canvassing for a party to sit down 
to cheat, sweai*, and drink over a game of “poker,” or 
listen to tlie filthy homilies of some hoary deb^uichee, who 
•gloried the more in his audacious impiety because it was 
the Lord’s-day. The only exception to those scenes on a 
day of rest was the one I have already recorded : the Na- 
tivity of our Saviour; which I can only account for by 
the supposition, that Uieir time was employed in the feast- 
ing prepamtions I liavo described in a previous chapter. 

I have now done with tlie mines and miners, having 
visited all the diggings of note or celebrity on the* Saom> 
mento or its various tributaries, and having caiTied away 
specimens of minerals and raamicrs from most of them ; 
but, as I have more than once before repeated, I only re* 
gord the operations I witnessed as the mere picking up of 
the crumbs from the rich man’s table, the rich jjemains of 
the costly and suhstantud repast being only approachable 
by the union of science and capital. I shall not weary the 
reader any further with my own crude speculations on the 
origin, distribution, and extent of those precious deposits, 
but beg to refer him to the report of the Honourable 
Thomas Butler King on the subject, which was read be- 
fore and approved of by the United States Congress^ as 
I have no doubt it will prove both interesting and satas- 
factoiy. 
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CHAFIEl^ Xm: 

Prei^flre for a Start— The Ptchtresque^Fidr Roads and Fordable C^aeka^StOf) at 
Crflfk— The Contrast betwi.vt Auliitnn .iT>d Sprinjf— The Croseinfr of the 
Creek^^ProvidentiaU InterforeBCo of some PacUroan— IVtcticc-A uf CaUftw-nian 
TraTollers— The Mode of Hearing Voiiiig8U>rs In Missouri— Coituii-wtiod Or(,>uk 
and riaina iu their new Garb— OUtreseing Aeeidoni— Kecuvi>r some of the Pro* 
perty— Poor Ei(fe*s Gold is wanting — His airacting Story —Hin youthful Enterprise 
— Uis successful Industry— Ilia Calamity, Hosignatton, and Sidrit — Vegetation 
Improves as we go Southv/ard — Mr. Hwi!spotl»*s Rancho — ^Ita favoured Position — 
His English HoiisokeciM'r— H<?r Salary— Her I'erftuisitcs— Compared with OW 
Country Wages— No Field or Garden Cultivation— Remarks on the Subject— 'I'be 
Pretensions of California to be classed as an AgrieuUural Coiiniry— Opinions of 
Practical Men— Early Emigrants deceivotl by MIs::,Laten)vnts-— Advantages of Mr. 
Uudspctii'a Location— Description of the Hoad Downwaiuls— Our Supply of Milk 
— Magnificent I’rairio— Covered with Game— The great size F.lk attain— Expert 
Nigger Butcher— CompariKoi between Negro and fndlan (■’apablllties— The Niggers 
in the Mines— Their Con<l«et there at Variance with their I{t>haviour hi the 
States. 

Now, niy goo<l reader, J am again ready for tlio road, hav- 
ing disburdened iny mind of* the rclleclnais and tibserva- 
tions coiitainetl in tlio last chapter, and in a more light- 
some mood to point out all “places of knriositee,” as poor 
Power used to sing iu the “ White Horse ot the Peppers.” 
It WHS on the r^iird of kVibmary wo got into motion witli 
our waggon of six-ox power, accompanied by two others 
of like capabilities. A more lovely morning never sbono 
from the heavens; calm and clear, the white mountain 
tops glistening iu the sun, while from the valleys a dense 
fog arose, lazily rolling up their skies in elongated volumes, 
shutting*out the landscape over which they passed, and 
occasionally illuminatetl for a moment with a nmst strange 
and picturesque effect, as a slanting my of light issuing 
through a ravine penetrated their sombre folds. The eartli 
showed signs of active vegetation, and st>unds of gkdssome 
glee were warbled in the grove as we went along; more 
chirping than melodious, 1 must admit; for the feathered 
choristers throughout all the districts of Califoruia I 
visited seemed sa^y destitifte of natural musical taste and 
talent We whistled meiVily, too, finding tlie ground in 
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fair travellable order, and the creeks not •over deep or 
rapid; stopping at Clear Creek, as the next stage would 
protract our day s journey too much. It was near where 
we pitched our tents as we came up; but its present sur- 
face, clothed in a mantle of rich, thick, succulent herbage, 
beautiful in its garniture of emerald green, exhibited a 
marked contrast to its brown, withered, and unwelcome 
aspect in the fall. 

The creek was much swollen, and the approach so steep 
that we saw there was a job in i)rospect for the morning; 
and, sure enough, in the crossing, just as we reached the 
critical point, the near-side lead-steer shyed at the passage, 
and turning round suddenly, took the middle yoke off their 
legs, involving the whole team in a mass of confusion, the 
waggon, partially atloat, bumping and drifting as the cur- 
rent surged around it. I do not think we could have 
escaped witliout an upset in the stream, or the loss of 
most of our oxen, only that some packmen, passing at the 
moment, rode in at great risk, and whipped the refractoiy 
leaders into line, continuing by their sides until they made 
a Ifloiding. Another of the waggons iilso got into diffi- 
culty, nearly causing the untimely end of a fine young lad 
named Kiffe, the driver, who jumped into the stream to 
set matters to rights, wlien he was immediately swept 
away, and not being a swimmer, would inevitably have 
perished, liad not one of the same party, who kindly re- 
lieved us, dashed down after him and dragged him ashore. 
Beyond the sousing, he was not a whit the worse; for, 
throwing off his wet clothes into the waggon, lie was as 
fresh as ever in a few moments. In California, it is an 
invariable practice of travellers, like the coaches in the* 
olden time, to pull up on meeting and exchange their 
news; and as we felt under so many obligations to the 
packmen, we gladly and minutely gave them all the infor- 
mation tliey sought respecting the mines. The principal 
querist asked me as a wind-up, “ If there was much sick- 
ness in the diggings?” to which I replied, “Yes;” com- 
mencing my enumeration of the ailments with “ fever and 
ague,” when he stopped me with the exclamation, “Oh! 
if that’s all, it’s o’ no account; we Missourians are raised 
on them;” uttering it in as cool and literal a tone as if they 
really constituted a main portion of his infantile pabulmn. 

As we approached Cotton-wood we could scarcely re- 
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cognise tlie face of the fine plains, decked in thoir luxiuiant 
garb of clover, gmss, wild oats, and barley, of which the 
oxen snatched mouthfuls as they trudged idong. Having 
been forewarned by tlie i>ackmeu that the creek would 
present rather a formidable obstacle to our progn^ss, we- 
drove on briskly to reach it einly, resolved to attempt the 
crossing before night, tlic more especially as the skies 
lowered, as if a change were about to take place before 
niorniiig. Although we LmI tlu*. van at Clear Creels the 
conduct of our lead-yoke there absolved us from that posi- 
tion on the present occasion, giving way to Eiffe, whose 
pluck, far from being coolodfc^tpiKMU't'd to have been freshly 
braced by his late ducking. A stillish breeze liaving spnmg 
up, he stripped olF the waggoii-cover, which created a con- 
siderable wind-draught, and then got astride tlie iieai* lead- 
steer; stationing a comrade in front of the waggon with ti 
whip to urge those in the longm‘. and centre, lie made a 
straiglit and excclhiiit slioot across to a low gravelly bar, 
where all dilliculties would liavc teriuinated; but, from 
some cause wo could not discov«n\ or Ihlht substM|uontly 
exjdain, the whole tojvni turned right d«n\n with the Hood, 
and, getting off the ridge of tht‘ ford, wen; all soon beyond 
their depth. In tlicir struggles, the oxen somehow or other 
got disengaged from tht^ waggon, and as MiHi* stuck to the 
steer on whicli he was mounted, he got safely to sliore; 
but his comrades, getting to the same side to jtinip out, up- 
set the waggon, emptying all the coutouis into the creek, 
the cover having been unluckily rein o\<mL The boys got 
asliore after a sharp struggle, and while 1 w'as congratula- 
ting them on their eseajie, a stifled but piteous sobbing 
c^aiiglit my ear, when, looking round, I saw' poor Eiftii 
shedding tears abundautly. 1 sought to console him by 
the assurance that ev<uythiiig of consequence would be re- 
'•overed, as trunks would float, and even bags containing 
clothes would be carried ashore in some of the eddies; 
while, as regarded th<3 pimisions, we had enough for both 
messes; besides which, tw'o days more would bring us to 
Hudspeths rancho, where abundance could obtained. 
J3ut my consolations conveyed no comfort: in fact, in his 
abstraction I believe he never heard thimi ; for, heaving a 
sad sigh, he mounifully said, “I care not lor myself: it is 
my dear mother and sistens I grieve for.” I repeated my 
assurance that the tninks Vould be got, thinking it was 
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their lefes he bewailed, as most probably they contained bis 
fdl. “ I know,” he said, “the trunks will be found, but my 
belt with all my gold in it is at the bottom, and will never 
float or bo found.” The poor fellow, when he got wet be- 
fore in Clear Creek, stripped off everything, even the filleted 
leatlier belt, in which miners generally sew up their gold; 
and threw all loosely into the bottom of the waggon, where 
they remained until the unfortunate accident. The waggon 
came to shore on a point about half-a-mile down, the loose 
clothes nearer hand, and the three tranks in some willows 
at a bend below the Avaggon; but the flour and pork sunk, 
and the belt, containing eightftn hundred dollars, was no- 
where to be found. 

I don’t remember ever experiencing a more poignant 
sensation of sorrow and commiseration than while listening 
to the youthful sufferer narrating his own story at the 
camp-fir(^ that night. Ho ceased weo]nng, but there was 
an air of sadness and patient resignation in his manner, 
and a melancholy cadence in his voice, much more affect- 
ing than the more violent demonstrations of giief. His 
family resided in the northem part of Indiana, on a plea- 
sant, profitable fa\‘m, on which his father niised one thou- 
safid dollars by mortgage, to enable him to build a new 
house, and convert the original log erections into stables^ 
but died soon after (fifteen months previous to the accident), 
leaving the boy, seventeen years of age, the eldest of the 
family, to struggle for thtA support of his mother and six 
sisters. The idea of the mortgage, bearing a high rate of 
interest, terrified the boy; but he took heart on hearing of 
the golden valleys of California, resolving to reap one har- 
vest there, while, by extraordinary exertions, he put in an* 
early spring crop on his farm at home, sufficient to meet 
the wants of the family, and a gale’s interest on the moiir 
gage; and then, under his mothers sanction, hired himself 
to a wealthy neighbour about starting for that country, 
undertaking to drive the team for his mere support on the 
road. Tliey had a rather successful journey, and poor 
Eiffe reached our encampment on a similar engagement 
to a patrty of miners coming up to northem mines. It was 
late in tlie “fell" when he got to work, but he was indus- 
trious; and, stinittlated by a son’s and a brother’s love and 
affection, he laboured late and early, on wet days and cold 
days, to try and return, lest the unfeeling mortgagee should 
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harass or impose on hia mother in his absence. With what 
a protnl and happy spirit, he started homeward on the 
morning of the ‘iJird of Febnmiy, shortening (as he described 
it) at evei’y step the distance that intervened betwixt him 
and his beloved mother and sisters, eanying along with 
him move tluui the fnnonnt he required to release tliem 
from debt and anxiety! 

He often felt the unfortunate holt, to assure himaetf it 
was no cheat of the ijnagiiuition ; but tliero were tho well- 
packed fillets that were to cany competence mid happiness 
to his dear home. His ambilioii was satisfied, and he 
never again intended travej^ig beyond the preciiic.ts of his 
farm, save with its ])ro(hiee te tlie. neiirt'st market. He 
whiled aw'ay the h'dium of the journey by revolving projects 
in his mind cjilculate<l to ad. I ti) the comforts and enjoy- 
ments of those ho l(»ve<l so tendei-ly. 1.’wo months more 
and lie w'ould have been in the midst of them, standing 
erect on his own hearth in all the innocent pride of inde- 
pendence, a free nian, absolvi'd from debt, wdth health, 
energy, and hopeful noss to fight tlu- baUle of life; hut the 
chalice of hap]nn(‘ss was dashed froo) Ifis lips: he was 
again a man ot’ straw. He tixisted, howevea’. a benignant 
Providence would watch over and pruUa't tluj widow and 
the orphans, while he n^turned to tlici mines and dug out 
one thousand eight hmulretl dollars move. 

It was a pitiful tale, and J nevei- so much wished for 
riches as at the moment he conchuled. ihat I might place 
wdtluii his liiuid an eipii valent for his loss, and speed him 
on his filial and holy mission. Ho seemed relieved by the 
ceiling of his painful stoiy, and next morning his stoical 
composure — nay, cheerful resignation — cpiite surjirised me 
in so youhg a lad; for it is rarely indeed that the sanguine 
and impatient temperament of youth chti calmly and un- 
complainingly brook a disappointment of so haiTowing a 
nature. All that remained to refit himself again for the 
diggings — and it was barely sufticient — ^was his share in 
the team and waggon. He came with us as far as Hud- 
spetli's rancho, where he sold out to his coiiipanione; and 
having laid in his supj>lies, took his leave of us iu a spirit 
of gaiety and self-reliance that sliowed a nobility of 
.rarely to be met widi, returning without a murmur to ^ 
seen© of his late labouus,*and giving me a letter to post 
wlien I reached the States, contain big, t suppose, an ae- 
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count of his misfortune. I sincerely trust that God has 
prospered him, and that he is now in a happy home, enjoy** 
ing the fruits of his sterling industiy. 

As we proceeded downwards the vegetation was more 
forward, and the line plains, which now began expanding 
to a great width, were thickly stocked witli herds of wild 
cattle, interspersed with great numbers of elk and deer, 
all driven down into the plains by the snow on the moun- 
tains. One of our men sliot an elk, and for the lirst time 
I tasted tlie flesh of that animal: it is coarse-grained and 
dark, and as I suiTeyed my steak before tasting it, looked 
like a tough morsel; but, mu<||||to my surprise, I found it 
tender ainl well-flavoured. 

On the evening of the JiTth we reached Mr. Hudspetli s 
rancho, most admirably situated on a highly fertile ])lain, 
sufficiently elevated to cscaj)!) inundation from any but the 
greatest floods, and favouraldy placed with regard to water, 
having the Saci*ainciito as its eastern boundary, and Stony 
Creek traversing its southern extremity all the way to the 
coast range, to which the prairie here uninterruptedly ex- 
tends, leaving the cattle an immense range. The whole 
plain, as far as the eye could siirvcy it, was absolutely wav- 
ing ‘in the gentle wind, the wild oats and indigenous 
grasses springing up with extraordinary luxuriance, thickly 
commingled with clover and wild vetches; luid, as might 
be expected, all the cattle and horses were in the finest 
possible condition. Mr. Hudspeth's house was on a large 
scale for the country, built of logs, calculated for tlic 
accommodation of miners, wlio usually made a halt there. 
The housekeeping was conducted by an English girl, who 
had fled in a passing train from Salt Lake City — an admi- 
rable cook, and who made the nicest butter I (fver used; 
for which seivices she was requited by the liberal salary of 
one thousand dollars a-year, and tlie right to dispose of, as 
her proper perquisites, all the milk, butter, cheese, and 
eggs that remained after supplying the wants of the house- 
hold. These would, she admitted to me, according to the 
amount they then realised weekly, increase her yearly in- 
come to two thousand five hundred dollars, which on ex- 
planation did not surprise me, as she obtained tw'enty-five 
cents a-piece for ’Cggs, which sometimes rose so high as 
fifty; one dollar per quart for milk, four dollars for butter, 
and I forget how much for cheese: thus the overplus of 
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eftoh must have been immense, from the legions of hens 
about the ptr^mises, and tlio inereclibljs number of calves 1 
.saw ill tlic corral ; wliile the eonstantly passing waggons, 
pack-companies, and >vhale-boats. never suffered a stock to 
accumulate or spoil on her hands. Only Ihirik of hvo 
hundre<l pounds a year, ye cooks and dairy-maids of Old 
England, and leave off your pert and saucy airs! Let us 
liear no more emulous boasting amongst tlu) West-end 
Clubites about the princely salaries they giv(' I heir foreign 
artistesj while an humble girl in a log-hut in the wilds of a 
new country receives close on the amount that would 
qualify a country stpiire t4p*(5presi'nl lii.s native county in 
the imperial parliament. 

It was here T got my first drink of milk since T left Salt 
Lake, and oh! what a glorious treat it was! One 1 would 
not liave exchanged for the choicest pnxlnctions of French 
or Rhenish vineyards: and it was healthful as well as 
agreeable; for after a three days’ sojourn wo all sensibly 
felt altered and impiOY(*d habits of body. Our elk-meat 
was now disrogard(‘(l in our love for fresh hnthu* and eggs, 
which we consumed in qui^jftity, even nt the rural rate of 
twenty-five cents p<T egg; hnr. there were no vegetables nor 
cultivation of any sort, nor was there t'vtm a. garden at- 
hichcd to the pnnuisi'.s, nor to any of those wp jjas.sed in 
our up-journey; wiiile, as to field cultivation, such a pro- 
ject ivas deemed to b<’ so entirely prej^osferous that it was 
never attempted, exc(?pt in some of tlio-e, mm-c' favoured 
spots, which are so few and circuniscHhod in extent tliat 
any crop which could he raised on them could scarcely be 
taken into account in tho su])p]ies of the country.* Many 
people emigrated to California, intending to confine th63m- 
selves entirely to agricnlluml pursuits; but evc^n in the 
limited tracts along th<3 valleys of the Sacramento and the 
San Joaqniin, wh(U*c^ wlieat, corn, and potatoes might be 
raised with the aid of irrigation, the great expense of mak- 
ing and keeping fences in repair, and the ononnous price 
of labour, forbid all hopes of making it a profitable specu- 

* Colonel Fremont groimrls Ijis argument in support of the agricultu- 
ral capabilities of California on the products of th(3 -Missi«»n.s ; but to 
show how difficult it was even to select sites f»>p tho few (‘.atuldishments 
of that sort in the country, I will quote an article from tlic laws re- 
garding their foundation: — **ArU 7.. The place where a Mission settle- 
ment is to be made ought to l>* selected, if w hore there will 

be sufficient water to drink, and for the irrigation of the fields.’* 
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lation as a general thing, while those articles, raw and 
manufactured, can be imported at the rates they ai'e from 
the States, Chili, Oregon, the Sandwich Islands, and the 
Australian colonies. Some few, who have been lucky 
enough to secure small scopes of good land in convenient 
situations, have been well paid by raising potatoes and 
garden vegetables; but if the countiy were dependent on 
those meagre supi)lies, with its rapidly-increasing popula- 
tion, we should not only heai* of a scarcity of esculents, 
but of the prevalence of scurvy. 

When treating of tlie pretensions of California to be 
classed amongst agricultoal <|||||^ntries, it should be known 
that the rainy season there prevails over the period at 
which “fall” sowings might be put in, and early spring 
preparations should be made when the earth, so far from 
being in a state fit for the ])lough, could not be trodden 
by cattle. The general sowing, then, must of necessity 
always be late, and tlie parching season arriving before 
the crop is half ripe, it withers and dies, in a state of semi- 
maturity. The only crop that can be depended on is hay; 
but beyond w'hat the ranchero^ants for his own use, it is 
valueless, save in the vicinity or the few cities and villages 
scattered over the country. These ai*o not merely my own 
notions and ideas, but the opinions of practical men long 
settled in the coimtry, who tried and failed in the experi- 
ment. In point of fact, if it were feasible, there would 
now be large tracts in tillage, as, from the numbers of 
Americans there who were bred and brought up to farming, 
many of them would bo following the plough. But Cali- 
fomia is essentially a grazing country, which it must re- 
main, and I know of no otlicr that can excel it as such. 
Though we were some time since accustomed to hear it 
cried up as “ the finest coimtry for agriculture on the face 
of the globe,” and to see this and such like assertions cir- 
culated by the American prcvss, the political and private 
purposes it was sought to promote by the propagation of 
such a belief having been supei’seded by the discoveiy of 
the gold mines, we cease latterly to have those resources 
so diligently puffed and relied oh; not, however, before 
numerous families thus fooled emigrated from the States 
and Oregon, most of whom, finding out the imposition, 
returned to the latter country: The few who remained, 
accommodating themselves to ihe circumstances, turned 
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their attention to stock-mieing, ^vliich, from subsequent 
events, has become a highly lucrative occupation. 

The rancho of Mr. Hiulsj[Kath is situated at the head of 
the deep-\vaU‘i’ navigation of Sacramento, which, Imme- 
diately above it, forks and shoals, niid, theia’c n])\vards, 
gets conticntrated at several points into mpids, vvhieli must 
for ever, I conceive, forbid the idea of trading with large 
craft; and, most probably, from this circnmsiance and its 
position with regai*d to tlie nortluinmiost mmes, it will 
soon become tlie site of a new city. Miners, travelling 
thus far by water, being constrained to use animals for die 
remainder of the journey, ||||(irchasc all Mr. Hudspetli can 
supply, paying wliatovor price the teudoi* <*,onscieneo or 
caprice of &at gontlemau may choose to atlix ; in addition 
to Avhich he has, also, a ready market for fat beeves at the 
adjacent mines, and derives a large income, by grazing die 
CJittle Unit companii.’is, so soon as tliey arrive at dieir desti- 
nations, send there lo recruit : so that, to use a common 
phras<\ '‘putting this >iud that together,” I think Mr. 
Hudspeth is likely to skim the cream of the. diggings. 

It was about thirty miles higher up, on the opposite 
side, where wt) oxiKiieucim such extreme dilbeulty and 
danger in crossing the Sacramento in the “fall,” on our up 
journey ; so that the country dowuiwards is } et untrodden 
ground for the reader, who will thereloro be kind enough 
to bear wdtli me in cjtlling his attention to the vai’ious 
objects of interest on die route. The moiiiiug on which 
we left was clear and cool, the tciu pen dure, contrary to 
what might be looked for, becoming mort^ and more so as 
we proceeded southwards. Our trail lay close l)y die river 
edge, through a fringe of timber, whicli in llui more ad- 
vanced season must airord a fine umbrageous avenue to the 
jaded traveller, continuing, as it does, wdtb scarcely a break, 
diroughout the oiitiivi journey, following all the sinuosities 
of the river, and consequently lengthening d)o roail. In 
the spring and fall this is unavoidable from the soft state 
of die prairie, wliilo along the course of die river there is 
an elevated ridge of ground extending the Avidth of the 
grove above the influoiicc of die floods, ivliich funiislies a 
dr}^ and Ann road during the summer mouths. However, 
case-hardened travellers, for whom the blLstering orb has 
no tenws, have the opdonof choosing the diameter instead 
of the semi-ckcumfereiic^ of those elongating bends. 
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Maugre the cost, we filled eveiy canteen, bottle, flask, and 
phial we had with new milk ; that sweet natural nectar, so 
far before all the drugged and fermented distillations of 
human invention when you obtain it in its virgin purity. 
As our pretty Hebe poured the genuine lacteal stream from 
her well-scoured pail, X thought of tlie sky-blue parodies of 
London concoction, and the civic dialogue, “You put dirty 
water in the milk this morning, you hussy, you!” “No, 
indeed, mar’m! it was clean from the well.” We estimated 
our day’s progi*ess at eighteen miles as we pulled up in the 
evening, after having skirted along a splendid prairie all 
day, even excelling in its lu||riant verdure that we had 
gone over, forming cpiite a downy couch beneath our 
blankets, and saving us our usual morning’s task of hunt- 
ing up the scattered cattle^ which filled themselves to re- 
idetion on the spot, and lay down beside the waggons. 
There were innumerable herds of wild cattle and elk scat- 
tered over the rich natural pasture, grazing in quiet com- 
munion like the tame flocks of the settler. The plains 
here began to widen out considerably, the coast range 
taking the shape of the segment of a circle, while the sur- 
face of the land was as level as a lake, but totally devoid 
of water-coursos for a great distance ; exhibiting a smooth 
and settled aspect, as if it retained its primeval formation, 
undisturbed by any of those angry convulsions that had 
distorted the face of the ccMuntry on the east side of the 
river, causing it to appear that the stiTam iuterpose<l be- 
tween it and the volcanic parturitions of tlie Sierra Nevada: 
a singularity of feature that extends to the coast mount ains,, 
whose rounded outlines form a striking contrast to the 
jagged and pointed iieak of the inland range. 

Although we had soft beds, it was impossible to sleep in 
the early part of the night, from the packs of coyotes that 
surrounded us, serenading us with an uninterrupted clioinis 
of shrill, discordant barking, that would have overpowered 
the virtues of the most powerful narcotic. Being up betimes 
in the morning from this annoyance, I got an opportunity 
of shooting a large buck, Avith Avhich we displaced our elk- 
meat, which was getting a little the “Avorse for the wear,” 
emitting a racy odour, that I believe brought the Avolves 
to our door the preceding night. . Some of these elks ar- 
riA^e at an uncommon size, much beyond what I had ima- 
gined they ever attained, I saw one shot the same 
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morning by a party whose night-quai*ters wcto a few miles 
below us, that was fully as large as an average- sized inuio : 
and I could not help admiring the easy dexterity and neat- 
ness witli which a nigger belonging to thr. crowd’* de- 
nuded him of his hide, and disembogued tlic entrails, 
separating, \Yith all the skill of a regular practitioner, the 
lard, fat, heart, and liver, which were retaim^d for use. I had 
remarked, however, during mv liiiiit>.:d t*xp.’; itaKc hi the 
States, that Negroes are liandy and exp(.>rt at whatevtn- they 
try or give attention to, whether as sen ants or tradesmen; 
making, as we all kriow% famous cooks, unrivalled barbers, 
excellent sailors, cjipital bla<Slsmiths (puns a]>art), carpen- 
ters, and tailors, nt each of which trades I saw them at 
work: in short, athxining and rctainunj a i*espectablo me- 
diocrity in whatevta* business or calliiig tliey are ajipren- 
ticed to. They thus stand on a towering eminence above 
the Indian, who is incapable of acquiring any art or handi- 
craft that involves the slightest cxer(*ise of mind or judg- 
ment; 'and who, (‘ven if lie does arrive at any moderate 
degree of skill by laborious t«»uching, » < lapstjs int(> his 
<.)riginal ignorance and indolqpeo wheutiver lie is placed in 
an indepeiidoiit position — as tJie story is told — taxing the 
soil to reproduce wliat he w^as accustouK'd to make in the 
w'orkshop. The most that can Ixi marbi of Jiiiii, with an 
infinity of pains, is the ]iriTuitivc occupation of a. herder of 
stock; yet place the hcail of an Indian I crtide tliat of a 
Negro, and contrast the fine, iiikdlectual looking f-atures 
and phrenological deve,lopmciits of tin* one with the low' 
animal cast and construction of the oUier, and how' totally 
iiTcconcilable will not tlie result be with tlm jdaiisible 
doctrines of Lavater or tlnj ingenious tlieories of Hpurz- 
heini ! 

While on the subject, 1 will take the opportunity of re- 
marking a stKuige circumstance relating to the Negro skrn^s 
in CalifoiTiia. Tliey are said to be so sensitively impatient 
under the yoke at home, that they arc always on the look- 
out for a slip to escape over the "border, or by sheer thrift 
skiving to acquire a sum sufficient to pnicbasc their free- 
dom, and their emancipation is now the great political 
question of the States. Yet not one, in any instance that 
I could ascertain after the most minute inquiries, deserted 
in the mines, where they w’ffe in gi^eat iiumhenj, without 
. any law to restrain tliein, and therefore no punishment to 

K 
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overtake them; the. road wide. open>. without obstacle, or 
any sort of es^donnaye^ which would have been eciually ab- 
surd and ineffectual, and having within their reach equ^ 
opportunities of aggrandisement with their owners. 


CHAPTER XIV. 

Change of Weather — ^Numbers of Wild Geese— Wild Docks — Their Varieties — 
llIostratlTe Anecdote— The Country and its Adaptation for Settlement — Effects 
of drowsing on the Fertility of the Soil — Demonstrated by Comparison— WU- 
lUuns's Uanche — One of the Olden BMablisliments — Nature of their Origin— 
Culpalde Indifference of Early Settlors — Mania of Land Speculation after the 
Conquest — Over-eagerness of rurchasers— Alarming Eevdations — Consequent 
Excitement— U. S. Agent specially commissioned to investigate the Matter— 
Spanish and Mexican Colonial Law and Practice— Mode of obtaining Grants — 
Consecutive Steps to acquire Rights — Courts of Record— Final Step to perlhct 
Tltlak. Subsequent Proceedings, embracing Survey, &o. — Mission — Property- 
How constituted — When transferred from the Jesuits to the Franciscans — Subject 
to be secularised — Referenoe to Laws and Authorities conoerniug tlieft — Their 
actual. Bights— No Beaorvation in Mexican Grants as to Minerals — Concluding 
Faragnqths in the Keport — Its general Tendency to soothe Public Feeling — Pro- 
bability of a State Compromise. ^ 

The moruiug was chill, hut diy, as we continued our jour- 
ney, witli a stiff breeze ominously increasing; and absolute 
clouds of wild geese, winghig it away soutii, sx)littirig the 
air witli their screams, the wind and noise of their wings 
reaching us perceptibly as tliey passed, settled iu myriads 
over the plains, and kept up a sti’ain of incessant slirielis, 
as they Happed out of the way of the elks and wild, cattle 
in moving over, the pasturage, to which they imparted a 
strange and unique aspect, with their long thin necks 
moving in the midst of the waving herbage, contrasting 
softly witli its verdant hue. They are precisely of the same 
genus* as those peculiar to our own ishmds ; and, not being 
driven as yet by tlie progress of settlement to seek for sus- 
teijance on the coast, are free from tlie fishy flavour which 
excludes our wild goose from epicurean destniction. They 
attain a plumpness and rotundity of body fully equal to the 
larf^st baiH"fed fowl, while they are so tame, from being 
unused to interi-uption, that they can he shot with a little 
revolver. The wild ducks, likewise, are devoid of appre- 
hei?sion, and sail past you,, as you sit on the bank of the 
river, with as much confidence tfnd nonchalance as the West- 
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end pets in St. James's Pajdc. Of those ihere are con- 
sidemhle vaneties. Besides the duck and milliard, teal and 
wWgeon, identical with the British family, tJiere is a rather 
curious species, called tlie “ tree duck,” iVisni its habit of 
perching on branches, and laying taid h^tcliiiig its eggs in 
the hollow forks of trees; and two or thj*ee other uiichris- 
tened tribes, one as piebald as the magpie, tire other per- 
fectly white. The llesh of the. latt» r ic» ndT' and t;isirle«s, 
and their skin so ext*eedingly tlimsy, that it is inipv‘ssiblc 
to pluck them without tearing it to ab>ms. 

Sitting one fine Sunday afternoon on tlie hanks of the 
Sacrainento, tlie varieties ^vere piiinted out aaal <h^.scribed 
lo me by the unfortunate Mr. ('’olvillc, who was murdered 
aftei'wards. While proceeding through the catalogue, he 
pointed up, saying, “ And here wo have hre ducks,” as a 
brace of birds skimmed closely over our heads. “You 
must be more accurate,” I sai<l jokingly, “ if I am to chro- 
nicle all your descriptions.” “ But 1 am <piite correct,” he 
rejiliedf “1 ap]»cal to Mr. Mansfeldr; and there sit the 
pair on yonder tree.” “ Ay, but wluwe is Ihc thinl one?” 
said 1. “I. nuid(' no aJlnsimi to a third un<‘. “Then both 

my eyes luid ears anj at fault; for that is precisely what 
constitutes our appeal. You exclaimed. ‘ '('Imre go three 
ducks,’ while I could only count two.” On which they both 
burst into a fit of laughter, that was explaiTUsd liy a descrip- 
tion of the peculiiu’ities of those w(d>-foot< d roosters. 

The country continued to (^\]lil)it the seme appearances 
of fenility, hut without any picturesrpH^ teiitures to vaiy 
the sameness or charm the capricious eye, as it expanded 
over an ocean of waving giuss, extending from the river 
edge to the mountain base, unless it was ilio luiiuial life 
with which it wa.s studdt*d. We passed by several places 
where nature seemed to invite the emigrant, from .their 
peculiar suitableness foi* settlement; the river getting em- 
bayed at tliose points into what arc tcmual sloughs, ex- 
tending for miles inwards, atfording grazing and <lomestic 
conveniences that will not, under the present order of 
things, continue to he long neglected. T observed a 
marked difference in the cliaracter of the herbage in those 
unsettled localities as compared with tliat around the 
various ranches, where the feeding is more regular and 
continuous, show^ing that th^e* constant browsing brings a 
thicker skin upon the soil. The close crop, as it grows 
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up in the early spring, forniing a perfect sheltering shade, 
effectually protects the eaith from tlie parching, baking 
effects of the sun, and enables it to retain its moisture, 
^vhich it yields gradually to the natural cravings of vegeta- 
tion instead of th^ thirsty demands of evaporation ; where- 
as the natural gi'ass and wild bai-ley (as would be the case 
in a greater degree with cultivated crops) gi’ow so rank 
and sparsely that, ere they stool and spread out, tlie hot 
season arrives, cakes and cracks the exposed soil, evapo- 
rating tlie material essence of fertility, absorbing the veiy^ 
pabulum of vegetation, and leaving the bereft crop to 
sicken and wither prematurely. Thus it was, in coming 
up in the autumn, herbage powdered into snuff in the 
unsettled districts, while around the few scattered ranches 
it retained a degree of verdure and succulence up to a veiy- 
late })criod of the season; affording, in my humble opinion, 
a demonstrative proof that witliout irrigation agriculture 
can never be successfully followed in that country. 

We arrived at noon at a Mr. Williams's ranclft, a late 
purchase, where recent improvements, superadded to more 
antique erections, gave it quite au extensive appearance. 
■ It was oiui of those “few and far between'’ establishments 
originally founded cither by the early Spanish settlers, 
the emigrants 1 have alluded to in a previous chapter, or 
by Europeans, principally British, thinly but surprisingly 
scattered over the country, long, long before even Captain 
Sutter dreamt of fixing his abode there. Some of those 
came seawards, cast away upon the coast, as they told me ; 
others worked their way upland from the Mexican mines, 
interman-ying, and getting portions of land, with members 
of Spanish families that came to the countiy under the 
auspices of empresanos,^ many of whom neglected comply- 
ing .with tlie foniialities of the colonisation laws of the 
government; or, getting direct grants from the governors, 
heedlessly omitted procuring tlie ratification of their titles, 
from the listless habits acquired by association; living in a 
sunny clinic, surrendered to sensual enjoyments, and never 
once hai’bouring an idea that internal policy or foreign in- 
terference would call those unauthenticated documents in 

• JEmpresarios wore, properly Speaking, contractoiAi, who stipulated 
for an absolute concession of large tracts of tehitory, proportioned in 
extent to the number of families they undertook to carry with them as 
permanent settlers in the new country. 
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question until after the late conquest. Then, in tlic deli- 
vious demand for land, most of diem sold out to American 
speculators, who, in their rash eagerness to hectune pos- 
sessed of die property, and their ignorance of Sjninish. law 
and language, concluded and consauiinattal hargains with 
out becoming cognisant of the invalidity of the convey- 
ances; purchasing also from Spaniards similarly circum- 
stanced, and from the incumbents of who avowed 

that the absolute property vestcnl in tlienri, heing uncondi- 
tionally granted, not only for ecch'siastical uses, hut as a 
rew^ard for their labours in promoting the colonisation of 
the country: an assertion which had a ci>loiirahle iuitheii- 
ticity about it, from the well-known ])oliey of Spain in 
invariably establishing missions in remote provinces as 
instruments of llndr colonial system, making them the 
precursors of the more extensive emigration. 'I’lius, in an 
incredibly short space of tilin', a \ast quantity of lauds 
clianged hands; those with iiiqx'rfect titles, as might na- 
turally'-be ex}>(‘ct«.'<], taking tlu' lead in lh«‘ transfers: the 
persons in possession not exacting the m(»^? exlreuie tomis. 
in du‘ir anxii'ty to dispose of th(*ir inMcm e i(uun es. 

But when tin actual state of atlairs came to l>c discTosod,. 
ji high feverish excitemmit <*iisned, that tlii'oatemid to (ton- 
vert the meek sheepskins into a sea of trouble, and a very 
angry and tempestuous one. too; morti particularly as news 
arrived that the Unibid Slates GovernmeiU. had (*oine to the 
resolution of recognising and respecting all S[)anish and 
M(?xiciin grants, duly fulfilh'd and propv i ly executed, be- 
fore the conqmist, and of treating as wasU; paper all Uiosti 
imi»erfect titles above alluded to. Tluy sent out, for tlio 
purpose of discriminating, a special agent, in the jiorson of 
William Carey Jones, a gentleman, as J iniderstaiid, enii'. 
neiitly qualifi(?d, from his professional attaiTiiiK^aits, for dis- 
charging the duti(3S of tlicj arduous office; who, after a, most 
strict and ])atient inquiry into all the Spanish and Mexican 
laws and precedents touching the subject, ami a most rigid 
search amongst the arcliivtjs and recoi*ds of the lat«i goveim* 
ment, has compiled a clear and concise report, wliich exhi- 
bits the matter in all its bearings, divested of doubt or 
mystification. 

With regard to the grants to individuals and emj^resarios, 
he states: — “All grants of l«i.nd nifide in Califoniia (except 
pueblo, or village lots, and\'xccpt some gi'ants north of the 
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Bay of 8an Fmncisco, as will be hereafter noticed), subse- 
quent to the independence of Mexico, and after the estab- 
lishment of that governmeut in California, were made by 
the different political governors. The great majority of 
them were made subsecjuent to January, 18J3^, and conse- 
quently under the Mexican Colonisation Law of 18th of 
August, 1H24, and the government regulations adopted in 
pursuance of the law, dated *^lst of November, 18?i8. In 
January, 183*.2, General Jose Figueroa became governor of 
the then territoiy of California, under a commission from 
the government at Mexico, • replacing Victoria, who, after 
having the ytjar before displaced EcJiandrea, was himself 
driven out by a revolution. The installation of Figueroa 
restored quiet after ten years of civil commotion, and was 
at a tinio when Mexico was malting vigorous efforts to re- 
duce and po])ulate her distant territories, and consequently 
granting lands on a liberal scale. In the act of a 

league square (being nearly four thousand four hmidred 
and twenty-eight and a-half acres) is the smallest measure - 
ment of rural i)ro[)orty spoken of; and of these leagues 
square, eleven (or nearly fifty thousand acres) might be 
conceded in a grant to a single individual. By this law*, 
the states (joinposing the federation were autlnmsed to 
make special provision for colonisation witliiu their respec- 
tive limits, and tlio colonisation of the territories^ ‘con- 
formably to tile princi])les of Uie law,’ charged upon the 
central government, California was of the latter descrip- 
tion, being designated a territory in tlie Acta CoHstituiwa 
of the Mexican lederation, adopted 81st of January, 
and by the constitution adopted 4th of October same year.* 
The colonisation of Oalifoniia, and the granting of lands 
therein, was, therefore, subseriuent to tlie law of 18.Ui ef 
August, 18:24, under the direction and control of tlie central 
government. That government, as already stated, gave re- 
gulations for the same 1st of November, 1828. 

“ The directions were very simple. They gave the 
government of the territories the exclusive right and fa- 
culty of making giunts w'itliiu the terms of the law'; that 

• Tho political condition of California was changed by the constitu- 
tion of the 29th of December, and the act for the division of therepohlic 
into departments, of the 30th of December, 1636. The two CaUfomlas 
then b^ame a department, the confederation being broken up, and the 
states reduced to departments. THe same colonisatlbn system, how- 
•ever; seems to have continued in CaUfbniia. 
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is, to the extent of eleven leagues, or siiios, to inditidtials, 
and colonisation grants (more properly contracts), that is, 
grants of larger tracts, to empresarios, or persons who should 
iradei’take, for a consideration in land, to bring faniilios to 
the countiy for the pm'poses of colonisation. Grants of the 
first description, that is, to families or single persons, and 
not exceeding eleven sitios, were ‘ not to be held definitively 
valid until sanctioned by the territorial ilqmtation' Those 
of the second class, that is the empresario, or colonisation 
grants (or contracts), required a like siuiction from the .w- 
prmte government. In case the concurrence of tl)c depu- 
tation was refused to n grant of tlie lirst inontionod class, 
the governor should appeal in favour of the gi'antee from 
the assembly to the supreme govemmeitt. 

“ Tlie \first inaptiou' of the claim, )>ur.snant to the regu- 
lations, and as practised in (California, was a petition to Sic 
governor praying for the grant, specifying usually the 
quantity of land asked, and designating its position, with 
some descriptive objec.t or boundaiy, and also stating the 
age, couutr}% and vocation of the p(‘trtioner. Hometimes, 
also (generally at the commencement of the. system), a rude 
map or pZaa of the retpiirod gnu it, showing its shape and 
position with reference to other tracts or natural objects, 
was presented with the petition. This practice, however, 
was gradually disused, and few of the gnints made in late 
years have any other than a verbal desin'iption. 

“ The next step was usually a reference of the petition 
made in the margin by the governor to th(i prefect of the 
district, or other near local officer, where the land peti- 
tioned for was situate, to know if it was vacant, and could 
be gi’anted without injury to third jiersons or the public, 
and sometimes to know if the jietitioner s account of him- 
self was correct. The reply rivformej of the prefect, oi* 
olher officer, was written upon or attached to the petition, 
and the whole returned to the governor. The reply being 
satisfactory, the governor then issued the grant in fomi. 
On its receipt, or before (often before the petition even), 
the party went into possession. It was not, unfrequent, of 
lateyeai’s, to omit the formality of sending the petition to 
the local authorities, and it >vas never necessary if the 
governor already possessed the requisite information con- 
cerning thi^land and the 90011168. Again: it sometimes 
happened that the reply 1>i the local authorities was not 
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explicit, or that third pereons intervened, and tlie grant 
was tlius for some time delayed. With these qualifications, 
and covering the great majority of .cases, the practice may 
be said to have been — the petition; second, tlie refer- 
ence to the prefect or alcalde; third, his report, or informe; 
fourth, the grant from the governor. 

“ The originals of the petition and informe, and any other 
preliminary papers in the case, were filed by the secretaiy 
in the government archives, and with them a copy (the ori- 
ginal being delivered to the gimitee) of the grant, the whole 
attached so as to form one document (entitled, collectively, 

* expediente'). J)uring the governorship of Figueroa and 
some of his successors (that is, from the iiiiind of May, 
183JJ, to the 9th of May, 1830) the grants were likewise 
recorded in a book kept for that purpose, as prescribed in 
the regulations above referred to, in the archives. Subse- 
quent to that time there was no record, but a brief memo- 
randum of the grant, the expedimte still filed. Grants were 
also sometimes registered in the office of the prefect of the 
district where the lands lay ; but the practice was not con- 
stant, nor tlie record generally in a permanent form. 

“ The next and final step in the title was the approval of 
the ‘grant by the territorial deputation (that is, the local 
legislature afterwards, wlien the territory was created into 
a department, called the ‘ Dcpartinenlal Assembly’). For 
this puipose it was the govemor’s office to communicate 
the fact of the grant, and all information concerning it, to 
the assembly. It was here referred to a committee, some- 
times called a Committee on Vacant Lands (sometimes on 
Agriculture), who reported at a subsequent sitting. The 
approval was seldom refused; but there are numerous in- 
stances where the governor omitted to communicate the grant 
mto the assemhly, and it consequentlg remained unacted on. The 
approval of the assembly obUined, it was usual for the se- 
cretary to deliver to the grantee, on application, a certificate 
of the fact; but no other record or registration of it wffs 
kept than the written proceedings of the assembly. 'There 
are, no doubt, several instances where the approval was, in point 
of fact, obtained, hat no certificate applied for; and as the jom*- 
nals of the assembly, now remaining in the archives, are 
veiy imperfect, it can hardly be doubted that manif grants 
have received the approval of ,tlie assembly, fiut no record 
of the fact now exists. Many grants were passed upon and 
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approved by the assembly, in the winter and spring of 1846 , 
as I discovered by the* loose memoranda, apparently made 
by the clerk of the assembly for future eiitiy, and referring 
to the grants by their numbers, sometimes a dozen or 
more on a single small piece of paper, but of which I 
could find no other record. 

“ There w'ere not, so far as I could loam, any regular 
surveys made of grants in California up to t)io time of the 
cessation of the former govi*nunent; there w^as no public 
or autliorised sunTyui* in the country. The grant usually 
contained a direction that the grantee should receive judi- 
cial possession of the land ‘from the proiKu* jiiagistrate* 
(usually the iioar(*.st alcalde), in virtue of tlie grunt, and 
that the bonndaries of the tract should then he designated 
by the functionary with ‘ snitahlo landmai ks.’ But this in- 
junction was usually complied with only by procuring the 
attendance of the magistrate, to give judicial possession, 
according to the verbal description contain(‘d in the grant. 
Some of the old grants ha\'o been snbsefjuently suiveyed 
by an officer appointed ft)r that 'jairpose, by the governor. 
J did not see any oiiicial record of such surveys, or under- 
stand there was any. The of tlir tith* I suppose 

to have been accompli shed when the grant mriml the con- 
currence of the (isseiubly: all provismuH of the lan\ and of the 
colonisation reyiilations of the supreme government, pre-requisites 
to the title, heing Ulejinitivelg valid,' * haring heen fulfilled' 
These, I thinic, must be counted complete titles.'' 

As to Mission property, Mr. Jones labours to show' by 
law, practice, and jirecedent, that the missionaries had no 
po'sver to sell or assign ; proving that tliose establishments 
were subject to be secularised at will, reverting to or vest- 
ing in the sovereign or supreme government: thus opening 
all those sales or assignments, and leaving die purchasers 
either at the mercy of the American Government, or to 
look to those astute parties to whom they paid over the 
purchase-money. Ho says — 

“ I took much pains, both in California and IMexico, to 
assure myself of the situation, in a legal and proprietary 
point of view, of the former great establishments known 
as the Missions of California. It had been supposed that 
the lands they occupied were grants, held as die property 
of the Church, or of the J^Jission establishments as cor- 
porations. Such, liowevA’, was not the case. All the 
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Missioxis m California wece established imder tlie 

direction, and mainly .at the expense, of the government; 
and the missionaiies there never had any other rights than 
to the occupation and use of the lands for missionaiy pur- 
poses, .and at the pleasure of tlie government. This is 
shown by tlie history and principles of tlieir foundation, 
by the laws in relation to them, by tlie constant practice of 
the goveniment towards then) ; and, in fact, by tlie rules of 
the Franciscan order, which forbid its members to possess 
property.-' 

“ It was the custom throughout New Spain (and other 
parts of the Spanish colonies also) to secularise or to sub- 
vert tlie Mission establishments, at the discretion of the 
nilkig political functionary; and this not as an .act of ar- 
bitrary power, but in the exercise of an acknowledged 
ownership and authoj*ity. Tlie great establishments of 
Sonora, I have been told, wore divided between* the white 
settlements and settlemcuts of the Indian pupils, or neo- 
phytes of the establishments. In Texas, the Missions 
were broken up and tlie Indians dispersed, and the lands 
have been granted to white settlers. In New Mexico, I 
am Jed to suppose, the Indian puj)ils of tlio Missions, or 
their descendants, still in great part occupy die old esta- 
blishments ; and otlnu* parts are occupied by white settlers, 
in virtue of grants or sales. Their undisputed exercise of 
this authority over all the Mission establishments, and 
whatever property was pertinent to them, is certain. 

“ The liability of die Missions of Uiijier California to 
he thus dealt with at die pleasure of die government does 
not rest only on the argument to be drawn from this con- 
stant and unifomi practice: it was inherent in their foan- 
datioiL, a .condition of dieir establishment. A belief has 
.pi^evniled, and it is so stated in all the works I have .exa- 
mined which treat historically, of the Missions of Ihast 
conntiy, that the first act which looked to their secularisa- 
tion, and especially die first act by which any authorify 

* Although,' as Mr. Jones says, “the Missions are now governed and 
administered by the Franciscan order, th^ were transferred to them 
from tl^ Jesuits when the royal decree for abolishing that order was 
enforced in New Spain ; hut it was the Jesuits who, under license from 
theTioeroy, commenced the reduction of California in PJST, by the es- 
labUehment of fifteen Missions in that country. At the time of the 
transfer three were suppressed, and the remainder put in charge of the 
Franciscan monks of the College of ^ Fernando, in Mexico; hence 
sometimes called Feraandinos. 
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was conferred on the local government for that psurpose, 
or over their temporalities, was on act of the Mexican Con- 
gress of 17 til Aiignst 1833. Such, however, is not the 
case: their seculaiisation, their subversion, was looked for 
in their foundation ; and T do not perceive that the local 
authority (certainly not the supreme authority) has ever 
been without that lawful jurisdiction over them, unless 
subsequent to the colonisati=(Mi regulatioijs of Novem- 
l>ei% which temporarily exempted Mission lands from 
colonisation. 1 quote from a letter of ‘ Instructions to the 
Commandant of the now ostablislmients of San Diego and 
Monterey,’ given by Viceroy Bucareli, 17 th August, 1773: 
‘Article 15. — When it shall hnjiptm tliat a Mission is to be 
formed into a jmeblo (or village), the commandant will 
proceed to reduce it to the civil and econoniical govem- 
inciit which, aC(‘.ording to the laws, is oliser\'ed by other 
villages of this kingdom: then giving it a name, and de- 
claring for its patron the saint under whose meiiioiy and 
protection it was founded.’ 

“ The right, tlien, to remodel thes(‘ establishments at 
pleasure, and convert them into towns and villages, sub- 
ject to the known policy and laws which governe<l settle- 
nicmts of tliat description, wc see was a priiicii>lo of their 
foundation, Aiticles 7 and JO of tlie same ‘J setter of 
Instructions’ show us also that it was a part of the plan of 
the Missions that tlieir condition should he thus changed; 
that they were regarded only as the nuclei and baeee of 
communities, to he thereafter emancipated, acquire pro- 
prietan’^ rights, and administer their own affairs; and tliat 
it was the duty of tlie governor to choose tbeii’ sites, and 
direct tlie construction aiul anangemeiit of tlieir edifices, 
witli a view to their convenient expansion into towns and 
cities. And not only was this general revolution of the 
establishments thus early contemplated and provided for, 
but mean time the governor had authority to reduce their 
possessions by grants within and without, and to change 
their condition liy detail. The same series of instructions 
authorised the governor to grant lands, either in com- 
munity or individually, to the Indians of tlie Missions, in 
and about then* settlements on the Mission lands, and 
also to make grants to white persons. The governor was 
likewise authorised, at an early day, to me^e grants to 
aoldiers ivho should mafry Indian women train^ in 4he 
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Missions; and the first grant (the only one I found on 
record) under this authorisation was of a tract near the 
Mission edifice of Carmel, near Monterey. The authori- 
sation given to the captains of presidios to grant lands 
within two leagues of their posts, expressly restrains them 
within that distance, so as to leave the territory beyond, 
though all beyond was nominally attached to one or other 
of the Missions, at the disposition of the superior guar- 
dians of royal property. In brief, every fact, and every act 
of government and principle of law applicable to the case 
which I have met in this investigation, go to show that 
the Missions of Upper California Averc never from the 
first reckoned other than government establishments, or 
the founding of them to work any change in the owner- 
ship of the soil, which continued in, ami at the disposal 
of, tlie crown or its representatives. This position was 
also confirmed, if it had needed confirmation, by the 
opinions of high legal and official authorities in Mexico. 
The Missions, speaking collectively of priests and pupils, 
had the nsv/rnct, the priests the a<l ministration of it; the 
whole resumable, or otherwise disposable, at the will of the 
crown or its representative*.” 

Mr. Jones’s attention was also specially directed to in- 
quire as to whether, in any of the alleged grants, or all 
grants in general (under the Mexican Government), or in 
California in particular, there were not reseiwations as to 
mines of gold, silver, quicksilver, and other minerals; but 
it appears that the Mexican laws regulating colonisation 
do not enjoin any such reseiwation in their gnuits, nor was 
there any such contained in the few bond fide documents 
that came under his inspection. After an able and lucid 
review of Spanish and Mexican law, and practices regula- 
ting and hearing on colonisation, he thus concludes : — 

“Having met, sir, ns far as in my power, the several 
inquiries sot forth in the letter of instructions you were 
pleased to honour me witli, my attention was turned, as 
far as they were not already answered, to tlie more detailed 
points of examination funiished me, widi your appro- 
bation, by the Commissioner of Public Lands. The very 
minute information contemplated by those instnictions it 
would have been impossible, as you justly anticipated, to 
obtain in the irregular and conhised state of the archives 
and coui'ts of recoil. My examination, moreover, wasnsuf- 
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ilcient to show me that such minute and exact informa- 
tion, on many of the heads proposed, is not attainable at 
all, and that tlie only mode of approximating to it must be 
through such measures as will produce a genoral registi*a- 
tion of written titles, and verbal proof of j)Ossession where 
titles are wanting, followed or accompanied by a general 
sun^ey : by such means only can an be made 

to tlic minute information sought, *»f the chai^ncter, ex- 
tent, position, and date, i)articnLirly of the old gi*aiits of 
California. 

“ The grants in Califoniia, I am hound to say, are 
mostly perfect titles: that is, llic holders [>ossess tlieir 
property by titles that unden* the law that created them 
were tiquivalent to patents from our government; and 
those which are )iot perfe<jt, that is, which Jack some 
formality, or evidence of completeness, have tlie same 
e(piity as those which are jaatect, and w't've and would 
have 1)0011 e<pially respected under the goveniment which 
has pass('d away. Of course I allude to grants made in 
good laifh, and not to simulahid grants, if there be any 
such issued, since the persons who make them cease from 
thoii* functions in that respect# 

“ I think the state of land titles in that country will allow 
tlie public lands to be ascertained, and the private lands 
set apai’t by judicious measures, with little ditliculty. Any 
measure calculated to iliscrcdit, or cause to be distrusted, 
the generjil charaiJter of titles there, besides the alami 
and anxiety which it would create amongst the ancient 
population and jnrsent holders of property, would, I believe, 
also retard the substantial improvement of that country. 
A title discredited is not destroyed, but every one is afraid 
to touch it, or, at all events, to invest labour and money in 
improvements that rest on a suspected tenure ; the holder 
is afraid to improve, and others are afraid to purchase ; or 
if tliey do purchase at the discredited value, are willing only 
to make inconsiderable investments in it. The pressure of 
population and the force of circumstances will soon operate 
to break up the existing lai'ge tracts into farms of such 
extent as the nature of the country will allow of and tlie 
wants of the community require; and tliis under circum- 
stances, and witli such assurance of tenure, as will wanunt 
those substantial improvements that the thrift and . pros* 
perity of Uie country in t)iher respects invite. 
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^ I tbink tike ngbt<» of the government will be fiiily 
secured^ and the interests and pemianent prosperity of all 
claasea iu that country best consulted, by no other measure 
in rdation to private property^ than an authorised survey, 
according to the grants, where the grants are modem, or 
since Ihe accession of the Mexican government, reserving 
the overplus, or, according to ancient possession, where it 
dates from the time of the Spanish government, and the 
written evidence of the grant is lost, or does not afford 
data for survey. But providing that in any case where, 
fsxna the opinion of the proper law officer, or agent of the 
government in the state, or from iufonnation in any way 
received, there may be reason to suppose a gi’ant invalid, 
the govenmient (or a proper officer of it) may direct a suit 
to be instituted for its annulment.” 

The importance of the subject must be my excuse for 
quoting so freely from this report, which, while it appeal’s 
to treat the matter in a spirit of candour and impailiality, 
is replete with internal evidence tliat it was framed at once 
with a view of relieving government from a delicate and 
difbcult dilemma; by suggestive expedients of a mild and 
temporising character, and of annihilating the pretensions 
of inissionniy grants, which claim to be so numerous and 
extensive, dealing with them in a special pleading and 
black-letter temper that foreshadows the doom of church 
property in Califoniia; the alienation of which, independent 
of sectarian prejudices, would be a highly popular measure 
amongst Americans in their rapacious greed for land in the 
new territory. The diffusion of the report, indicating as it 
does, the course government is likely to pursue, has already 
had tlie effect of “ oil on the troubled waters,” allaying the 
violent feeling that existed amongst the land and lot spe- 
culators — a much more numerous class than could at first 
have been imagined, multiplied i3rodigiously by tlie myriads 
of town-lot purchasers in the several towns and cities 
started throughout the country, who,' in the bitterness of* 
their apprehension, openly avowed their determination of 
fomenting and joining in a comiter-revolution rather than 
have their properties, for which they had paid so dearly, 
wrested from There is no danger, however, that 

matters will come to violent extremities; for, indepentlently 
of tbo tronblons consequences that would result from a 
strict and stem line of procedure, it would deal a fatal blow 
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at that incloimtable spirit of enterprise, so distlnga&^iiig'a 
ehaiticteristic of the nation, which in the short space of two 
years, has reared up a great commercial territory on tiho 
silent and unfrequented shores of the Northern Pacific, 
giving birth to a city witliout a ])arallel in artcient or modem 
times ; springing, as it were, from the bosom of the volcanic 
mountains which constitute its marvellous wealth, com- 
pletely accouti’ed in the full panoply of trade, commerce, 
and science. In such a case a wise government caa. afford 
to make large compromises and concessions, rather than 
cnish and ruin a Im’gc community, who made their invest- 
ments in good faith, and who deserve so well of the parent 
countiy for their unprecedenteti energy and perseverance. 


CHAPTER XV. 

Business at Williams's Ranchc — Syramorc Slough — State of the Trail — An unenvi- 
able Night’s Board and Lodging — Sleet-storrn — Kow wo got over Cie Slough>~.A 
better Night's Quarters — An unwelcome Visit from Wild Cattle — They abdUet 
our Oxen>~Our .Pursuit: its Dilllcuiti^ Dangers, anti. Suooese --How we dealt 
with the Truants — Feel the wont of Water while trudging thnmgh the Mud— The 
Lone Oak — Mr. Harbin’s Station — Cheap Beef — Mr. Uarbla suppllea us with a 
Party to recover our missing Cattle — Their Mode of Prooedure — Accept an Offer 
of a Morning’s Amusement — Lassoing Wild Horses— Description of the Feat— 
Californian Equestrian Accoutrements — The Sequel — Fatal Accident— .Daring 
Feat of Horsemanship and Horse-tndning — Travd by Night to make up ibr lost 
Time — Reach Mr. Harbin's Head-quarters on Cash Creek — CMIftnnlan' Swine — 
Profitable and secure Stock — Scarcity of Sheep, and the Cause— Feetdiar Goafbr- 
mation of the Rams — Wood-choppers on tiie Saenunento and Its Trlbotatlen— 
Shocking Aspect of the Plains as we apyro.\imaie to the City— How StusEamento 
grew in my short Absence— A Winter’s Efibct on the Stylo of A«6biteeture— The 
City during the Flood — Evaporation versus Drainage— Tlie March of Enteirrlse 
—Scarcity of Lime — Its domestic Consequences — Feeling on my Transition from 
Nomadic to City IJfb — Hotels and Pandemoniums increase In a like Ratio- 
Absence of Churches and Clergymen — A Field for Moral ReflecUons — The Freas 
at Sacramento — Its Pharisaical Conduct — ^An editorial Leader — Its natiund Ten. 
dmey — Editorial Fuffli: how manufactured — Sacramento and Hs probaUaDesttaf 
— How accounted fbr — Steam Navigation on the River— A Publio ConrenleiMwa 
Private Mine of Wealth — A moderate Calculation— A Supper on tMnrdl the 
** Senator’* — Prodigious Gastromic Performance — ** Odorous” Comiwrisoos. 

There was great bustle about Mr. Williams’s iHOche, wiiat 
witli Uie calling of waggon companies and packmen* mA 
the arrival of small launches. An active tr^e was gakig 
on in buying, selling, and^ exchanging mules, horses^, and 
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oxen, and a lively bibulous business in the alcoholic line; 
but our favourite beverage was not to be had for “ love or 
money,” there being no daily. The calves were permitted 
to run with the cows, so that we wore reluctantly obliged 
to return to our old fare. The afternoon became exceed- 
ingly cold, die wind increasing to a furious gale, spitting 
sleet so bitterly that we could not have faced it only that 
we Avere proceeding in excellent shelter along tlio river 
skirting, which was not altogether witliout its drawbacks; 
for now and then a dozed and rotten limb, fractured by the 
gale, would come smashing doAvn amongst the branches, to 
our imminent risk. However, we managed to go on toler- 
ably well until Ave came to Avhat is called the “ Sycamore 
Slough:’* a gut of still water, eonne(iting the river Avith a 
lagune, which extends the greater part of the distance back 
to die mountains, expanding considerably in some places, 
blit never attaining a great depth. It is thinly fringed for 
a short distance by the timber from which it takes its 
name, the remainder of its shores being low marshy 
swamps, covered with tule. 

In summer you can follow in the trail by the river edge, 
but it was now so deep that Ave Av^ere forced to diverge, and 
travel up along it for seA’eral miles, the cattle constantly 
miring, die Avaggoii-wheels working the entire Avay up to 
die axles in mud. Still Ave struggled, on till night, in ex- 
pectation of reaching some spot that Avould afford a little 
feeding, but we were not so fortunate, a rnud-liole an-esting 
our progress in the worst and most inhospitable part of 
the marsh, where the state of the ground Avould not admit 
of the pitching of a tent. To add to our discomfort, we 
were without an atom of fireAVOod, and the wind and sleet 
were driving amongst us Avith most chilling effect. TheVe 
was no shift but to chain our exhausted animals to die 
waggon-wheels, otherwise they would stray back in search 
of grass and shelter. We ourseh^es were obliged to put 
up with the cold comfort of a raw pork supper, and a 
night’s repose, cramped and huddled up in a sitting pos- 
ture in the waggons. 

The morning opened with a fierce hail-stoim. The rain 
that had fallen during the night rendered the ground so 
soft that, with our starved and half-famished animals, it 
appeared a hopeless expectatioii to think of moving; nor 
could we budge an inch until Atre completely emptied the 
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waggons, canying the contents on our backs about 
miles, to where tlie crossing was practicable, and then re 
turning and assisting the oxen. When we got them af 
far as the crossing, we gave them a rest, while we agair 
shouldered our loads, and waded, waist-deop, with empt^ 
stomachs, over tlie laguiie, which was about five hundred 
yards wide, the ^ater intensely cold, and the sleet sc 
penetrating that, by tlie time we returned, we were in a 
chattering, if not a communicative mood. However, move 
forward we must, prefacing the attempt by cutting down 
numerous bundles of tide, an<l strewing it thickly the 
entire breadth of the waggon trail, to form a foot-road for 
the oxen, as well as one for the wheels ; but, after several 
ineffectual trials, we had to unyoke the animals, finding 
it altogether impossible to get them to pull evenly and 
simultaneously ; for by the time one yoke got on tolerably 
firm footing, those htdiind or before them would be floun- 
dering belly-deep in the mire. We even had great diffi- 
culty in getting them singly, and unattached, as far as the 
water, but there our (diief trouble ended, as the bottom of 
the lagune was comparatively firm, enabling them to ford 
it without an accident. We had a long and laborious job 
in getting over the waggons by hand; but the hauling 
and spoking had one g<30cl effect-: that of quickening and 
wanning the circulation, which was checked and almost 
frozen up by tlie cold and exposure, yortunately the land 
on the opposite side was more elevated; so we put in our 
teams again, and reached a good camping spot early in the 
evening, where we amply indemnified ourselves for our 
late privations. 

Soon after, in the early paH of the night, we were 
aroused by the lowing and bellowing of wild cattle, which 
is easily distinguishable from that of the American breed; 
and as we offered no interruption, they kept approxima- 
ting, attracted by the strange oxen, until, by the tumult,, 
we began to fear they might trample down our tents. 
However, a few shots fired in the air, that we might not 
cripple any of our own in the dark, sent them scampering 
off in wild confusion ; but when morning dawned we dis- 
covered, to our dismay, that they had carried off in their 
retreat all our steers, notwithstanding the fatigues and 
sufferings of the two prewous days. Their tracks showed 
the direction they took; 1)ut to the view, bounded only by 
the horizon, there was no anuearance of e '‘V 
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One course alone rernained to pursue: to follow up the 
footmsffke,^ v^hieh we 'did for about five or six miles » when 
aulark streak, about an equal distance ahead, discovered 
the.herdwe were in quest of, numbering at least one thou- 
sand head; including calves and yearlings.- They per- 
mitted ais to come close enough to see that our cattle were 
amongst them, but how to disconnect them was the ques- 
tion; for whenever we attempted closing on them, the 
wild-cattle broke away in a burst, outstripping in fleetness 
o(ur heavy, lumbering beasts, which, however, mingled 
with them again as soon as they stopped. We had well 
nigh despaired of regaining them, but, as a last resource, 
divided our small party into four groups, approaching 
them at four op|K)site x^oints, and closing cautiously. The 
plan, though attended with great danger, succeeded ad-, 
mirably: we detached sixteen, which, I may say, surren- 
dered' at discretion^ being left completely isolated by the 
impetuous burst the wild cattle fuially made, on seeing 
themselves hemmed round by our inanceuvre. We aban- 
doned; the remainder as iirecoverable, dividing what we 
secured equally amongst the four waggons, for some only 
got^oiie yoke, while others secured their entire team. 

It WES too late to resume our route when we returned 
to camp, so we put the truants in chains until morning, 
and made 'a twilight start, right through the heart of^ the 
prairie, bur detour up the Hlough liaving .separated us from 
the river: a circumstance we felt very iiiconvenient; even 
at that eaarly period of‘ the season; for thougli the ground 
was deep and »mar8liy, we could not get a drox> of water all 
day. We travelled up to a very late hour of the night be- 
fore we made i;ho Lone Oak, a large tree, which, stand- 
ing alone on the vast plain, close l>y a pond of . water, forms 
a .sort of natural tavern to the wayfarer. , Not far from it a 
Miv Harbin has what may be jiroperly denominated a 
draught farm, without any other permanent fixture than a 
large corral,., his house and head-quarters, being about 
twenty miles below. As he thins the* stock by sale or 
slaughter, he replenishes it from the ux>per station, where 
he keeps immense herds of cattle and horses;, and it so 
happened that he and his partner,' a young Californian, 
whose name I forget, were then, upon a draughting expe- 
pedition. I was rather surprised the morning on see- 
ing a tent so contiguous under thb arms of the Lone Oak, 
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entire beeve. As soon as I aaw the inhabitants of t 
tent astir, i went over to inquire if there was any of"! 
meat for sale, when Mr. Hftrl)in told me “ithoy had shot 
for their own use, and not to sell; but as they had mo 
tiiau tliey required, I cojiid have what 1 wanted witlio 
any charge;” at the same time marking .a portion of t) 
best part of the hind-quarter for an Indian to cut off, th 
w'ould at least weigh cue hundred weight. 

After making my aoknowledguieuts for the kind favoi 
I told Mr. Harbin of our mishap, and proposed liirh 
hoi'ses, that our men might g«> and hunt the remainder 
our cattle from the wild drove, which %vere then with 
view',. not much over two miles away. Ho obligingly aa 
he would lend us his Indians, who would i>erform tlie tr 
with much greater celerity, without the same risk ; for i 
experienced hands would be in danger not only of gettii 
tlic horses gored, but of losing their own lives. 1 aga 
gratefully tliauked him for his civility, and collected oi 
men to follow the Indians, that we might drive the oatt 
to camp as soon livS they were deUu^hed. The California 
a fmo, agile, athletic young fellow, rode out for the me. 
fun of the thing, and certainly wa.H more etiioient than tl 
whole of the. Indians, who adopted somewhat similar ta 
tics to tliose we ourselves hatl employed ithe day heior 
outdaiikiug tlie herd, liy making a cii'cle sufticiently wtc 
to prevent alarm, preconcerting that “ when they got .d 
rectly opposite us, both infantry and cavalry sliould chaigo 
As we moved down, they came with whirlwind speedy >d 
recting their course to where they could discern foreig 
oxen. IHie Californian cattle immediately broke away wit 
tile swiftness of antelof>es, leaving our steers as eleahl 
separated us heavy wheat is fi*oxn the chaff in a gust t 
wind. They then rode round and gathered them into 
cluster for us, after which we got them' home without an 
trouble. 

We all spent the evening jovially together; and as tlie 
would not take any return for their services, endex 
voured to make some slight remuneration for favours cox 
ferred, by the production of some excellent brandy, whte 
we carried along with us; but next morning, as we wei 
about hitching up to pi-oceed On our journey, my Colifo 
nian friend invited us 1# wait for a few horn's, to see som 
sport, as he said they^intended to lasso and back , one c 
their finest ho’"ses 
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and got a good start towards the herd, while he went to 
make his preparations. As h<j dashed up after us, mounted 
on a fiery steed, divested of coat and vest, his broad som- 
brero compressed on his handsome brow, the/ac/m* tight- 
ened round his waist, the riatn\ coiled in his hand, and a 
pair of huge spurs, with rowels large and stout enough to 
mount a small piece of ordnance, he presented a subject 
worthy of tlie pencil of Edwin Landseer. 

In his first charge he did not get within throwing dis- 
tance, as the destined captive, Avith about six otliers, headed 
the flight, while those they outstripped retarded the pur- 
«uit; but when he got tlirough the rear rank ho slackened 
bis pace for a few moments. The horses in advance then 
wheeled round, pufling and snorting Avildly from their dis- 
tended nostrils, ns with proudly arched necks, flowing 
manes, and extended tails, they circuitously returned to- 
wards the main body, trotting with that grand majestic 
action which, with all our art, the trained hoi*sc can never 
be made to attain, and only faintly to imitate : their eyes 
lit up with the fire of freedom, aucl tossing their heads from 
side to side with an air of haughty independence. Watching 
«n averse toss, our friend, with the quickness of thought, 
made his second dash, gaining wonderfully by the oppor- 
tunity and suddenness of his start, and, throwing in mid 
<;areer, effected the lasso.J He was obliged, however, to let 
go his hold, from the rapid dart the lassoed horse made 
when the noose got over his head; but he still followed 
him at full speed, until, his pace being somewhat checked 
as he came upon the herd, his pursuer made Avhat I can 
only compare to a dive, wdthout dismounting, and catching 
the end of the riata, gave it a turn round the horn of the 
saddle, § reining in at tlie same time; again giving the spurs 

* Facha i$ a silken sash, worn in lieu of suspenders. 

t Riata is the rope with which the operation of lassoing is effected. 

t Many people (as I was myself) were under the impression that 
was the name of the instrument oir cord; but the latter is called 
“ Wato.” Lomo is the noose at the extremity, the casting of which is 
designated “ throwing the lasso.” 4 , 

5 All Californian and Mexican saddles are made with an upright 
fixture in front, about nine inches long, called a horn: either a natural 
spur of the tree, or so firmly attached that it cannot be broken off 
without tearing the saddle apart. The front of the saddle is made par- 
ticularly strong, to give stability to the horni which is indispensable in 
lassoing wild animals, the strain being tocanauch at times for the strongest 
arm. It is used also for slinging the rifle, hr holsters, and the riata^ and 
is frequently adorned with a handsome head, emblematically carved, 
and, amongst the grandees, genera’ly composed of gold or silver. 
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for a spurt, and soon after i^eining in again: in fact, playing 
witli his captive as an angler would with a salmon, until he 
fairly exhausted him, the noose acting all the wliile on the 
wdndpipe. The struggle was a tough one; but, in less than 
an lionr from the hrst charge, the wild horse w^is a pri- 
soner within tlie corral. 

There was now anotlior rope put round the animal's 
n€'ck, and by means of both he avus drawn up short to a 
tree that fonned one of the corners of the corral; and a 
bridle, Avith a bit of fearful leA^erage, was got into his mouth 
after a hard tussle; but tin? smblle could not be properly 
secured until anotlier noose AVius slipped round one of hia 
legs and the otliers Averc then tangled in the ropes. The 
coil of the riota^ in tliis operation, was made smaller, with 
one edge placed on the toe>s, the foot being cocked up, the 
otlier leaning against the shin. The man about to throw 
it kept his leg sAvinging, mitil, as the hoi*se made either a. 
kick or a high hound, he gave the foot a quick jerk and 
disclnu’ged it. 'I’he (jalifornian succ<5eded iu the thi^d. 
attempt, and managed so to cramp the liorse s legs that 
the saddb.' was adjusted and girthed up witli a broad hair- 
cloth surcingle, impossihlc to burst from its elasticity, and 
affording the rider a places for sticking liis spurs in, which, 
together Avith a Culiforniaii’s skill in horsemanship, makes 
his seat next thing to a fixture. As soon fis tlie hoi^se was. 
fully ac<*.outred, au Indian, a sort of ju’ofessional in the 
calling, Avas mounted, the animal himiping his bac.k and 
plunging as well as he could in the mesh work that sur- 
luuiidod him. As he got calmer, he was gradually extri- 
cated and led out of the corral, Avith an Indian holding 
each cheek of the bridle, and then liberated. After a few 
steps, tiiiding the logs free, he commenced plunging in the 
most violent manner, but was brought up after a little by 
a liberal use of the poAverful bridle. He then stood stock- 
still for about half-a-minute, until the rider gave him a 
slight prick, Avhen he bounded away Avith a mad impulse, 
every few strides making a wild jump all-fours, AviSi hia 
head doubled down, and tlicn rushing forward and kicking 
out fiercely. , At one moment he appeai*ed to have reco- 
vered complete self-control, darting off with lightning speed 
over a considerable space, but was again broug])t back on 
his haimches by a violejpt pull, when he commenced rear- 
ing, kicking, plunging, and buck-jumping without inter- 
mission* for fully ten minutes. 'VYheii at length he did 
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pause from sheer exhaustion, we remarked the rider droop- 
ing forward, as if from' fatigue or a strain; but not re- 
oovering himself with his usual celerity, the Californian 
ran* up to ascertain the cause, and, to his dismay, found 
the unfortunate Indian quite dead* held in his sent by the 
spurs, some internal rupture having taken pb^ce during the 
struggle. There was no external ettusion of blootl, sufch as 
would likely have followed the bursting of a Idood- vessel 
itt'the lungs* so that we w'oni unable to decide on the im 
mediate cause of his der.th. 

Avfeeling of gloom and sadness at this ’ital occurr -nco 
overcast us all except the ('aliiomiaju who seemed ani- 
mated and excited by a feeling of revenge and retribution. 
Leading the horse back to the coiTal, assisted by the, otner 
Indians, he swore he would sniYer the same fate or hrt'ak 
his froward temper,* from which resolution all onr entrea- 
ties -failed to dissuade him; while, in a spirit of fair play, 
he even took off the bridle anU slackened the girth to let 
the wild. horse recruit during the delay of ai^ ('aily dinner. 
This time, in accordance with a snggcsti*.ii of iniiu*. they 
blindfolded the animal while aiT*^' ;mg his caparisons, 
which, as I anticipated, ensured Ins passiveness: a much 
easier bridle, too, was substituted, and oiir friend vaulted 
into the saddle* with all the conlidenco of invincibility. 

• The horse gaxG a few awkward leaps when he found* him- 
self again bestrode, and then stood extended in a sort 
of tremble, from which even the spurs could scarce make 
him move. At length he was got outside by a series of 
nervous starts that showed the terror which possessed him, 
Tlie* Californian (having previously lieadetl 'liin to i ; 
a^oopse of low brush, about knee-high, wmcli xt ded 
more than a mile) reached forward and pulled the >lmwl 
from his eyes. The bandage removed, the noble animal 
ga*ed about for a few moments wntn n strained look of be- 
wilderment, and then, rearing foi-ward, set olf with a vigour 
unabated by Ills previous exertions. Nov was lie restrained 
in -the slighest degree, but rather urged, as he tore through 
the scrub with terrific velocity, sods and sticks fljlNig from 
his heels in showers. He soon gained the open plain* and 
with head stretched forward, seemed to make fresh efforts 
to lly from beneath his rider; but nature’s energies at 
length began to yield and the pa?;e to slacken; his head 
wfts-soon after plucked up, and his course directed straight 
towaids where we stood, the rider hustling and spurring 
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him as if at tlie Osiish of a raee. ;Ere long tlie close(€om- 
pact stride was changed into a spreaicl, spimiiiig.gaUopag 
he laboured throtigh the adhesive ground ; and by the time 
the })oor brute imched the waggons lie was run h) a; perfect 
stand-still, panting and vtmquibhed, tlie tame. slave of, his 
future master, no more to revel unrestrained or gambol in 
the sportive waiitoniiess of primitive fi'eedoni; the si^arklisg 
eye, th<i curved crest, the elasti(j step of the,i»iuiri<*s piido 
being theiicefonvaixl doomed to give place to the dull, jpas- 
sive comeliness and gait oi‘ a daily drudge. 

W' ’*^1 bout one o ‘ •lociv, with a determination of reach- 
.nig CiisJi (Jreek, wli#‘it r. h rniii ami two otixu* rancheros 
have established themsohob, (j\eii though it involved tlm 
necessity of travelling by night to do so. ^The country: be- 
came rolling and uiidiiiating, covertjd witli luxuriant ver- 
dure, but saturated Avitb moisturti in the dips and level 
spaces. A rang ; of binds rost; betwixt us and the coast 
nioiiiitaiiis, along the ridges of which elks and wild eal^e 
roirued about and fed in iiuusuul •^nimbers, wbilodii liie 
low gj'ounds along whicl' we trav<’lled tho wild-geese would 
.scarc(‘ly <'<ui<i*-*^'eud to make a lane for us to pass through. 
The hahitana re all abed 'vlicn we arrived ; but the. noise 
of our “gee-ing ’ luul “w’o-ing” soon bnmght a gUimuerto 
the windows and a bbi/e o) tlie b ear tli, that quickly awa- 
kened tJui pleasant music of the steak-paji: sounds ,mueh 
more agreeable than would have been the piping of the 
original Pan on the occasion. Here wo found milk' galore, 
buttej* in abundance, with ellomeat, beef, pork, venison 
without stint, and a pair of tnily pretty girls to shed a 
chanii ove^' the dispensations* a cliarm co-existeiit with 
creation, as ])otent, as delightful, but one that came upon 
us witli f. «]v'll al<iu to div'uity, as tlieir sweet and ieuder 
toue.^ fell softly and suosivoly on ears so long attuned (to 
grud, diKscordant voices; deliciously eubanciiig tlie kind 
and <lelicate attentions of female .ministration, so unex- 
pectedly rendei-ed to men almost weaned from the thoughts 
of such social beatitudes. 

Thej^. were plenty of swine rooting and grunting about 
the ranches on Cash Creek, tire first 1 saw in Califcunia, 
of on excellent breed and in prime condition, though Jeft 
entirely to tlieir own resources.. It is a matter of' surprise 
that ail the rancheros* do not keep them, multiplying as 
they do so rapidly, ancl commanding so high a price; be- 
sides which, tliere is a peculiar security in that kind of 
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property, as the Indians there, like the Jews, have a repug- 
nance to the uSe of their flesh, and, therefore, never inter- . 
fere with them ; while the coyotes — ^whether it be from a 
similar disrelish or a dread of attacking them — do ndl mo- 
lest them in the slightest. Not so, however, with sheep, 
which the^ pei^secute with such an insatiable rapacity, tliat 
very few, Indeed, undertake the trouble and risk of breed- 
ing them. Those that engage in the pursuit have Indian 
herds, who live out amongst the Hocks all tlie time, witli a 
species of sheep-dog that is littered and reared on the prai- 
rie, and never wanders from his charge in search of domes- 
tic tit-bits other than those to be had about the Indian 
herd’s primitive establishment. The sheep are of a very 
inferior description, stunted in growtli, with coarse wool 
and tasteless Hesh; but the ram is remarkable from his 
frontal conformation, never having less tlian two pah of 
horns, and not unfrequently tliree and a half; one pair 
standing out in the ordinary way, two curled closely along 
the jaws and side of the head; the odd one, like tliat 
assigned to the unicorn, jutting from the centre of Uie fore- 
head. 

The plains about Cash Creek are vastly extensive, plea- 
santly wooded; and offer a fine field for settlement, hut are 
.subject to that dropsical endemic that mars systematic or 
•extensive cultivation. The trail from this point was veiy 
bad, and our progress not much above a snail’s pace, from 
the depth to which our wheels sunk in the miry soil, even 
though we selected the highest lines, iiTespective of direc- 
tion. We struck the Sacramento again near the mouth of 
dash Creek, where commence the encampments of wood- 
ehoppers, who continue in an almost unbroken line all the 
way down to the city, all actively emiiloyed, The heavy 
timber makes fine lumber; tlie lighter limbs and branches 
are used as firewood, which they get to market in rafts.-i- 
The former commands a profitable price at tlie saw-mills 
below; a circumstance which has induced many of the 
emigrants from the western states, frontier-men, and ne- 

• A new era in rafting has arisen with the other wonde^P&f Califor. 
Tiia: rafts being now constructed on Columbia Kivor, Oregon, sent out 
to sea, and towed by sailing-vessels along the coast to Francisco; the 
ftrst time such an ex]|^riment ever was attempted on the open ocean. 
Should it come on to blow, the tow-line is passed forward, and the ves- 
sel hove-to during the gale, riding as coi|[»fV>rtably behind a raft as sho 
would to leeward of a breakwater. It should be observed, however, that 
the prevailing winds there afe fVom the north to north-west, and con- 
'Sequently favourable for the entire passage. 
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cessarily familiar ivith the axe, to go into the chopping 
business along Feather River and the Juba; the first thing 
that tended* to reduce the e^porbitant rates of lumber. Ve- 
getation, though we. were proceeding south, was much more 
backward than above, as the land, more depressed in level 
than tlie river, was longer subjnerged, great tracts being 
still under water. 

We now began to meet numerous carcasses of oxen an<] 
mules, drowned in the winter floods; but our last day’s 
journey displayed a spectacle unequalled in character: our 
route, for many miles, being a perfect laliyrinth through 
the rotting remains of cattle, which emitted a i)utrid stench 
that almost made the atmosphere palpable with tlio si(*ken- 
ing abominations, and must have roiidero^d those fertile dis- 
tricts valueless during the ensuing season for either liay or 
pasture. The carcasses were those of the animals employed 
in the lute emigration, which, worn down and enfer;)>le<l by 
the dreadful fatigues of the journey, were sent on aiTival 
to the most contigiious pasture, and, in their weak con- 
dition, were soon engulfed in the swelling w'aters. 

j have already twice noticed the city of Sacramento, and 
yet I must be pardoned for again saying a few words on its 
wonderful increase in size and iin])i*ovement, both in aj)- 
pearaiKJe and reality. Streams of busy life flowed where 1 
left filthy suburbs; the old streets were elongated, the two 
principal ones, which run pai'ailel, being connected, at re- 
gular and convenient intervals, with cross stnjcts laid out 
with great regularity, and that fronting the river extending 
north and south the full length of the long lino of shipping, 
while innumerable growing thoroughfares worn indicated 
jy the scattered houses that stood at intervals along their 
-iiargins. All the gossamer edifices of which the city was 
composed when 1 left it in the fall had vanished before 
the frowns of winter, like so many gaudy butterflies, mak- 
ing room for handsome, substantial lumber buildings, 
firmly put together, relieved by light balconies, tastefully 
constmeted, witli fanciful balustrades, supported on neatly 
3ar\"ed bracketd|knd covered with decorative verandabs; or- 
aamental tracery mouldings twining round the windows 
and underneath the projecting barges, altogether confev- 
dng a graceful and picturesque a])pearanc(3 to the whole. 
The buildings are raised oi^tpiles, intended to be suffi- 
ciently elevated to place them above the level of the floods ; 



A. STROLL THBOU0H .ZE£ 


ITO 

but the very highest were reached by; the late inundations 
%yhich converted tlie sti*Gets into canals, too deep eitlierio' 
wading or riding; so that,.dprjng its contiimaiice, ^ fa 
Venice, all communication was by means of boats; with 
out, however, a dry spot to form a “ llialto”' where iiaer 
chants could “congregate.” 

Although the w^aters had subsided to their ordinal 
seasonal level before niy arrival, large pools remained un 
absorbed in various places, into .'which all tlie tioatiugifild 
had receded, and now, reeking with foetid odours, they piie 
sented objects mosti repugnant to tlio sight. Many of thas« 
pools were undernmth the houses, serving as ■roceptaclci 
for the slops of tlic families, without a chance of drainage 
from the position of tlie city. Such an absence of sani 
tary arrangements imist be highly prejudicial to. tlie healtl 
of tlie inhabitants, who, neverdieless, boldly maintain tha 
the absorption and evapomtion are so gi^at, tliat they su 
persede the necessity of sew'erage: a 119 pinionjl wUl . no 
stay to combat beyond the extent of its » personal effects 
having been merely a bird, of passage. 

..The reader will remember that 1 1 recorded. the particu 
lars of a fete that took place die previous fall, on the open 
ing of the first hoteh conducted according to the usages anc 
requirements of civilised life; but betwixt September, ld49 
and .Februoiy, 1850, no less a number; than seventeenvO 
a similar class, togedier wldi odiers of humbler ipreten 
8 ionl, .had sprung up, and w'ere doing>a;good*.busuiesa: 
circumstance calculated to demonstrate .the .mamUQu^ 
marcli of t enterprise. intercoun$e, and settlement in «Gali 
fbrnia. I put up;.at,the' City Hotel,ifroin'a feeling 
participation in the opening .teust .constituted. a claim . 01 
my patronage; and everything, 1 ; must say, was w-ell .-con 
ducted, except the attendance in the dornittory^ department 
Here die visitor was obliged to be .contented -with idu 
chance accommodation, which was ; most* unequally .dtslad 
buted,;and to .keep la .shaip look-out that some* mort 
neglected and .uncei'emonious neighbour did not > invade 
liis cell, carrying off water, towel, basin Jbmahes: thatth( 
didmot, in fact, “leave not a wre^ behind*” fThe wantco 
lime leads to a dreBi}fiibnuiaance,<in the jEseilttios thus.af 
fonled to tliose odious vermin, rats -and mice, , in seeretin; 
and disporting themselvesc In die absence of; mortar anc 
putty, ceilings and frametf partitions are covered with » 
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troiif? gray calico, over which they gallop with a noise 
liat at first is perfectly startling, and always annoying, 
ly first night on a regular hed^ in -a close pent-np room, 
fter the nomadic life C had* been leading, was far from 
eing one of repose. The compound atmosphere of fumes 
ud ^exhalations was snch a stranger to my lungs, that- my 
aspiration was quirk and irw^gular; while tlifo incessant 
imult of my new neighbours was so perfectly distracting, 
latwhen a feverish doze did once happen to close my 
/elids, I started up frantically, nnder the impression that 
was nailed up in a colfin, and imi>atient rats ninning 
ver the lid in search of im aperture to- get at their fa- 
)UTite repast. 

1 must not omit noticing how gambling-houses increased 
t about the same ntlio as hotels, exhibiting, the usual se- 
lienee of demand and supply. The >mgiuented number 
■ travellers, indicated by the multiplication of hotels, 
‘.quiring an additional area for recreation, had nmv pan- 
3moniums' fitted- up for tlieir accommodation, fn vain, 
jwever, I. looked over the roofs of the city for some 
nbleni of religion; some external evidence of Christian- 
y-) some stately steeple or tapering s])ire i“euriTig its hal- 
wc'd head amidst this crowd of worldly €Mlifie<?s; some 
>use or tent where “ two or three might gather together 
tho Lord'S name.” No such place existed in Sacramento, 
IP was there a* regular clergyman of any creed withip its 
?ecincts; zealous missionaries peiletmto with hope 
nongst the most^savage Indians, liCt me ask, was ifab- 
lute <lcspair that caused them to shun those Christian- 
3d children of Mammon? The press, whose duty it 
ould be ^to correct and improve this state of society, was, 
cegret to say, sadly wanting in that high moral duty; for, 
stead of wielding its scourge with the chastening sin- 
rity of an honest reformer, it winked at and indirectly 
.eouraged the leviathan vice, which slieltered oveiy other 
eoies of depravity beneath its intbmal wings. I might, 

' be sure, have taken up a newspaper, and found u mild 
precatioTi thnitl^ shrinking into the corner of one page; 
lile, staring: oat on the opposite one, in the most fiaunt- 
g and attractive type, would be a “ tnie storj/," calculahKl 
sow the black, seed even in- virgin soil, uncon tamiiiated 
a germ of indigenous vice. Jui illustration of this I will 
py vcrh&tim an article — a leader — from the principal Sa^ 
aniento jourtlal:— 
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GRAND STROKE OF GOOD FORTUNE. 

A man, lately returned from the dif'giiifrs, where he made the re- 
spectable rise of five thousand dollsrs, turned into one of those fashion- 
able haunts where gaming in its most attractive guise is carried on. 
After looking on for a little, his good genius prompted him to try his 
luck ; so he sat down, and in less than one hour won the great sum of 
one hundred thousand dollars ; but foolishly persevering, in expectation 
of achieving the fame of ** breaking the bank*’ (a thing, we need scarcely 
say, not to be accomplished, from the large capital those gentlemen in- 
vest in their concerns), his pile became reduced to fifty thousand dol- 
lars, when, with a Very commendable prudence, he transferred it into 
* button park,’ and took his leave. We regret to say that this fascina^ 
tingjivico is greatly on the increase in this country. 

It is unnecessary to add, that the whole stoiy was a 
wilful lie from beginning to end, being merely a puffing* 
advertisement, for a* “ valuable consideration,” to forward 
tlie vice it hypocritically pretended to deplore. There can 
he little doubt about the tendency of the article, or its in- 
tent to entrap other miners, who had made “ respectable 
rises,” to yield to tlie promptings of their “ good genius,’* 
which, pointing to one of those “fashionable haunts,” bids 
them enter, and win one hundred tliousand dollars, if tliey 
can only refrain from attempting the imposBible achievement 
of “ breaking tlie bank.” What a pity it is that so “ fasci- 
nating a vice” should be “on the increase in the country!” 
Another complaint of a similar complexion is sustainable 
against the press. I allude to its habit of lending itself to 
the pjppagatioii of tliose baseless stories got up by specu- 
lators to advance the lot market of some “ city in buck- 
ram,*’ started solely with a view of gulling the public^ 
causing a rush of miners to the neighbourhood of a new* 
rancho, by calling public attention to “ the recent disco- 
veries at Creek, where several leads were found, yield- 

ing six ounces to the hand, of the purest metal, specimens 
of wliicli can be seen at this office, a friend having fa- 
voured the editor witli the impection of a few." The price 
of the fabulous puff, which most generally takes, hipries 
hundreds off from the place where they were making 
average wages, to this extraordinary creek, where they 
work their six days without gaining the sixth part of an 
ounce, and then lie “ like yallmv as they say, to en- 

trap fresh pigeons, and get themselves reimbursed for lost 
time by getting high prices for valueless claims.* 

• I must say, that on my returt^from the Sandwich Islands, I found 
the tone and character of the press much improved, the original pro- 
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The general trade of Sacramento increased correspond* 
lywitili its other improvements; but from the number 
tQwhs and cities springing into existence higln r up on 

river and its tributaries, equally accessible, so IVir as 
nght of water is concerned, to vessels of large burden, 
:m of opinion that its precocious importance will not 
itiiiue to be sustained. Goods can bo ounlt'd imieh 
mper by water than by waggon, especially in a country 
hout thoroughfares; and as it is the cost of carriage that 
prodigiously enhances their value, the miner will be 
ibled to purchase them at a reduced rate, exempted from 
j necessity of undoi'taking a tedious, toilsome journey, 

I of absenting himself from prolitable employment for a 
g time in getting his supplies. 1 am therefore per* 
ided that tlie second-rate great cities destined to anivo 
eminence in California wdll be those located at %e head 
deep*vvater navigation, in as proximate positions as 
^sible to the mines. The mines contiguous to 8aera- 
nto are those that were, discovered first, and hitviugbeon 
vked in every shape* and way, they must l)y this time 

almost exhausted. This surmise, if it have a base 
rest upon, fixes the present position of tin city as tJie 
)most rung of its ladder of destiny. I should add that 
igrants coming by any of the land routes strike the 
:*ious diggings fiu' away from it, at j)laces whei\* tlioy can 
cheaply supply all their wants in the immediate vicinity; 
ile those arriving seawards go right away to th(ur several 
stinations by means of steamers, with which the rivers 
3 now crowded, without any necessity beyond curiosity 
.* stopping at Sacramento. Stockton, on the San Joaqnim, 
mds in a position bidding defiance to comi)etitioii, and 

II assuredly become the capital of the southern mines ; and 
cramento, situated according to the taste and views of 
.ptain Sutter, will yet be eclipsed by many cities still in 
ib^o. 

The increase of the river steam navigation perceptibly 
inned 'the forests of masts that lined the Icvre of the 
ibarcadero, all those vessels that remaincid having appa- 
ntly taken leases for life of their moorings, with nothing 
it their lower masts and rigging aloft, and their Imlls let 
It as tenements, of all characters and desciriptioiis. The 

3ir speculation a marketable investment, having in mo.st cases sold 
,t to men possessed of the amour projyre^ devoted to the press as a per- 
ment r»rofessioh, -and bringing principle and talent to their task- 
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trip to FraoicisGOvVrhtch used to occupy from >«even to nine 
doys.^had become a journey. of nearly asimany hours, iwo 
xnagniiiceut boats running up and down on. alternate days, 
under arrangements admirably calculated for the conye- 
nience of the mercantile community. 

Isbooked myself on board the “ Senator,” a new boat, of 
great power and accommodation, built for the Boston and 
HalifE^ trade, but whose owners were induced to hazard 
the dangers of doubling Oape Horn, tlmt they might have 
the first of the Sacramento trade, for which numerous 
steamers were preparing. That they succeeded well can 
be shown by»a few figures, without .getting into any ve^ 

, abstruse calculations. The evening on which I came down 
tiiere wene one hundred and thirty-seven passengers, at 
tliirty-two dollars passage and bed, which is fiir<below the 
xmmbm' ahe>might calculate on in the more advanced sea- 
son; out .averaging it at one hundred and thirty ^all the 
year round,, after subtracting fifty-two Sundays and thirteen 
<|ays— ^the balance of sixty^five*— for repairs, &c. we have 
-three hundred working days, for which one hundred and 
thirty passengers, at tliirty-two dollars each, give a daily 
receipt of four thousand one hundred and ^sixty dollars, 
making a yearly aggregtite of one million two -hundred and 
forty-eight thousand dollars by passengiers alone. Then 
there is the .large freight with which, she fills -every up-trip, 
and the rent of tlie bar and supper*table, a ^something 
almost beyond .belief. 1 could, not get at the exact ^parti- 
-oulars^ for. obvious reasons ; but tliis Iwas^givcn tomndcr- 
stand, that tlie freight and rent fully covered all expenses*” 
.leaving the prodigious profit of one inilliou and a ^murter 
dollai^, or, in round numbers, two hundred -and fifty .thou- 
sand pounds, in one fleeting year. Talk %of Gunard, 
Oriental, or Ocean lines if you will. J werily believe 'that 
tlieir aggregate yearly earnings would not amount to .tliat 
of tliis single boat, plying on a river whose tranquil waters 
,a year before had never been disturbed by ;any greater 
paddle than tliat.of the Indian canoe. 

Supper is an old and common-place meal; ^but.ansupper 
.on board tlie Senator'* — such a one.as J witoessed .and 
partoolc of — is .not to bo enjoyed eveiy evening of one’s 
life. A considefable time before I reached tlie saloon, or 
imagined that any portioiv of the party could be seated, a 
din of clamorous calls for doiFee, chops, rolls, stewai’d, and 
same IccMeSr ■,*}. ’-ftM.-T.f.-f.on n'^'CTri*'V’n'^ 
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;“havoe” hadibeeu “^cried;” aiid a« I shoolderad ray 
’ in, h met raaiiy a gravy-stained plate m for a 

h supph'i and hot stewards with cold steaks hurrying 
top the mouths of importunate passengers, showing me 
ctically. how r/o a-head energy, will carry a man in ntedias 
before its more polished prototype could have made the 
naiy effort. 

happened to be i>laced l>eside a gentleman of vast ab> 
linal capacity, and we had for our vLi^u-ns two others 
^iinilai'ly large endowments, wlio did not permit a mo- 
at to esc^ipe them unprofitably, as the, barrenness of 
surroiuidiiig neighbourhood too convincingly attested, 
rile every other part of the table was covered with a 
saicr coating of» edibles, that which constituted our ter- 
»ry lil«j tlie tract within the radius of an upas-tree, 
ludcd, blighted, wasted: even the standing decorative 
bes, with their^ curiously cut paper (mibroideiy, in- 
d€«i^ to last for the season, vanished from lhf3 scene in 
intervals betwixt order and supply. Hot rolls were 
rited away with ilte magic of Chineses jugglers; and a 
jcies of. slim biscuit, into the wwm embrace of which 1 
destly inserted! a bit of bntter, were slipped, double- 
;sted, into the gourmands’ mouths, like dollars into a 
-slit. SteAvai'ds, with all their steam up, were waylaid 
they hissed along, and eased of their burdens ; and gen- 
:neu above and below were assailed with r^.'quests to 
love along” the huttej*, or the “sw^eetnin’. ” My uppei- 
)St feeling was ineffable disgust;, hut it rapidly g^ve way 
one of' utter amazement, ns 1 saw the unabated demoli- 
II .of sodden steaks and chops, and cutlets shivering in 
igoMed gmvy. The table was nearly deserted before the 
0 gentlemen on the opposite benches gave up, when I 
iie, from a feeling of shame lest the astounded stewards, 
io got concentrated into a group behind iis, should sup- 
BO' I was “ any connection of the person j) 0 ssessing such 
inhuman attribute” as the one that remained, who, as 1 
tired, had placed before him the balance of a dish of 
ops, shaking in their gi'avy idanv-manffe, which lie affec- 
mately pulled towards him with tlm eagerness of a n€*w 
iginner: — 

The last cove at supper. 

Left guzzling ; 

All his hungry coinpaniomi 
• Were feasted and gone. 



170 


A STBOLL THBOtJOH THE 


I regretted having left before the finale, and was spell- ' 
bound at the head of the stairs, musing on miraculous maws 
and gastronomical giants, a full quarter of an hour before 
he came up, without any plethoric indication about him, 
looking as lank iind pliant as an anchorite, and with a brow 
as dry and unflushed as if he had only been after rinsing 
out his mouth with cold water. I have seen some accom- 
plished trenchennen in my time; but all comparisons I 
can call to mindj, are feeble and inadequate. I remember 
being present at Ascot Heath meeting as a spectator at an 
eating match, .where the victor, in the full flush of con- 
quest, offered to “ cat any man in Britain for one hundred 
pounds, and give him a sheep a- week odds;” but he was a 
pettifogging nibbler compared with my supper companion. 

I never witnessed, or imagined, anything conveying the 
remotest idea of his masticatory prowess. Even the re- 
membrance of my boyish visit to Womb#cirs menagerie, to 
see the lions fed, does not enable me to recal any feat so 
amazing as ]iis stupendous performance. 1 am left to the 
conclusion that the engulfment of the goat, horns and all, 
by the boa constrictor, stands on the apex of abdominal 
triumphs, and that the next greatest achievement in that 
lino was tins particular gourmandisiug on board the “ Se- 
nator.” 


CHAPTER XVI. 

A Francisco Counting-honso— A Ship conTerted into a Land Dwelling— lilakes more 
Money on Shore than in her native Element— Marine Hotels and Boarding-honsee 
—Magnificent View of the Bay of San Frandsoo— The immense Merehamt Fleet 
in the Harbour— A melancholy Prospect— The Site of the Town— Its novel Ap- 
pearance— Its pibtoresque Suburb— Shoalness of the Water along the Beaah— 
Expense of discharging Vessels— Gradual Filling up of the Inner Harbour— Sub- 
marine Lot Speculations— Floating Warehouses— Character of the Buildings — 
Style of the Shops— Hotels, thdr Rates and Accommodations— Taverns and 
their Varieties— Chinese Settlers— Their Habits— Gaming-houses and their vlii- 
OUB Attractions— The Vice on the Decline— Probable Causes— Anecdote— -Motiiqr 
Groups— Bowling Alleys and Cockpits— Want of Theatrical Taste— The Courts 
and* the Judges— Court Practices— Dhsk Proteetenrs— The Custom^iouBe and Its 
Officials— Bad Feeling towards the British— The Onarantlne Laws— The Tax oo 
Foreigners. 

Wk arrived at our moorings before I awoke, and, finding 
'a good breakfast ready, I pai’took of tliat meal on board, 
very few of the passengers rehiaining. On inquiring where 
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landed at a stair-foot leading right to it; and was not a 
little suri>rised when pulled alongside a liuge dismantled 
hulk, surrounded with a strong and spaeions stage, con- 
nected with the street by a substantial wharf, to find the 
counting-house on the deck of the “Niantic,” a fine vessel of 
one thousand tons, no longer a buoyant ship, sumiounted 
by lofty spars, and “streamers waving in the wind," but 
a tenement anchored in the mud, covered with a shingle 
roof, subdivided into stores and otfices, and painted over 
with the signs and showboards of the various occupants. 
To tliis “ base use” my friend was ol)lig(*d to convert her, 
rather than let her rot at anchor, tln'ro being no possibility 
then of getting a crew to semi her to s<‘a. Her hull was 
divided into two large warehouses, entore»l by spacious 
doorways on the sid(‘s, and her bulwarks were raisf?d upon 
alamt eight feet, affording a range of ('Kcelleiit offices on 
the dock, at tlfe level of wliich a w'ido balcony was carried 
round, surmounted by a verandah, approached by a broad 
and Ijpndsome stairway. Both stores and offices found 
tenants at higher nuits than tenomeuts of similar di- 
mensions on shore would command, and i’<.‘tumed a larger 
and steadier income, as my friend told me, than the ship 
would earn if afloat. Others wore not slow in following 
his example, while those who conbl not get watca* lots to 
purchase let out their sliijis, as they swung at anchor, as 
marine stores and boarding-houses. 

The office of my frien-d stood ahafE, over where the cabin 
used to be, with windows on three sides, and, as 1 1 ’cmarked 
to him, only suited a person of essentially mercantile mind, 
unleavened by the slightest tinge of poetry or romance, as 
no one else could sit down poring over ponderous account 
books, while his desk commanded a series of the most 
splendid views of nature and art that the pencil of tlie 
painter could find to create or delineate under the impulses 
of the most glowing imagination. On three sides lay 
spread out the glorious bay, its shores beautifully diver- 
sified with bold headlands, verdant promontories, and 
shaded inlets, where the streamlets, stealing clown from 
the sloping hills, commingle wdth the blue waters of the 
Pacific; lofty mountain ranges, amongst wliich the aspi- 
ring crest of Mount Diavolo stands in tOw'cring pre-emi- 
nence, forming a grand and ^triking background, holding 
the bay and its shores iu*tbeir embrace, like a large inland 
lake; the bread expanse of its hoe.o-’^ 
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relieved by iiie flittingco«rse of small schooners and bai’ges, 
as they scndded and tacked across with snow-white sails, 
and the* more stately progress of ships of large burden. 
More immediately under the eye lay at anchor the immense 
fleet of merchantmen, comprising many of the finest ships 
in the world, in the midst of wliich might be discerned 
the lofty spars of two sloops-of-war, that took up their 
stations like a pair of stern marine monitors: all present- 
ing a transcen^ntly grand spectacle, but one overcast by 
the rcmembrartice that those splendid veliicles of commerce 
were moored idly there, deserted, rotting under the influ- 
ence of tlie weather, and cliecking the proud spirit of en- 
terprise that steered them to those shores. 

Outside, rising from the waters, is the ]>ieturesque island 
of Yerba Buena (Goat Island), Avith its beetling cliffs, abtMit 
equidistant from each honi of the crescent on which the 
infant (?ity is built, and smiling with preternatural j)re ten- 
sions, setting at nought all antiquated rules and ideas of 
cosmopolitan progression, as it closely circles the ^urved 
shores; heaving up its swelling breast in the natural am- 
phitheatre formed by the contiguous heights, the centre 
formed hy the plaza or square whidi constituted the old 
town in its entirety. Branching off from this, in rectan- 
gular course, run the modem additions, ascending the hill- 
sides ill handsome roAvs, until they reach the transverse 
terraces on the Steepler acclivities; while on the north and 
south sides, two natural openings between the hills, pleas- 
ingly graduated, iimte extension, leading to the beach 
above and below each point of the crescent, where har- 
bours almost equal to the principal one exist, giving scope 
sufficient for all improvements that may be projected for 
years to come. Already skeleton avenues are stretching 
oust in those directions, and also creeping around the 
shores towards those wings of the city, Avhich will soon be 
full fledged, and spread out in commercial activity ; several 
fanciful villas, pleasant cottages, and pretty tents are pei*ched 
upon the steep brows around, looking like so many aerial 
visitants peering about for a vacant spot to descend and 
settle on. And, above all, on the loftiest eminence stands 
tlie telegraph with outstretched anus, as if beckoning the 
whole human fimiily to hurry forward and locate. 

There is one great drawback to the harbour in the shal- 
I n r?rornd its slioi’e, which prevents vessels 



DIGGIKC5S OF 17^ 

pense of dtseharging by means of scows or flat-bottomed 
boats, from the enormous rates of labour, involves an out- 
lay almost equal to tlie freight. To obviate this, some very 
long and substantial piers have l)oen lately constructed, ex- 
tending out a great distance, but vStill far short of tlie deep 
water, and only affording ac(‘oiumo<latioTi for small craft; 
but their continuation to that point is coiitempiat(Hl. uud 
will certainly be soon cari'ied into efft’ct, from the assunuice 
they hold out of yielding enormous incomses to the proprie- 
tors. The space within the area of the crescent is (I am 
informed by an officer of tlie i»ort) fast filling up, tlie mud 
raised by the dragging of the auclun’s outside being carried 
in by the influx of tlie tide, noidering it more than pro- 
bable that in the process of time tlje hearh line will mu 
straight from headland to lieiullamL ln(U o<l, so steadily is 
this natural operation going on, tJiat speculators have not 
hesitated to pur<diase, on extravagant terms, suhmitrine 
building lots, not oven liare now at knv wati'r, reapiimig 
bnoy§ to mark out the area of their jii-ospoctive properties. 
Intercourse between the, shipping and town is so costly and 
inconvenient, that judiciously-assorted sliops, constructed 
on lighters, ply amongst the fleet, to su])]>ly thos<; vm*ious 
wants tlmt it would not be worth while to go ashore for at 
the expense of two dollars. These form n vovel spectaebi 
to the eye of the stranger,, but a^very vexatious object to 
those aquatic extortioners, the ferryni(‘ii. ^Yhose insolence 
and rapacity throw entirely into the shade the accomplish- 
ments of the “jolly young wahuTiun” of tlie Tower Stairs, 
or those of “ old Wapping. ' 

The houses of tlie city are principally built of wood, hut 
some handsome brick edifices have lately been erected, ns 
well as a few iron ones, and some (fewer still) of stones 
from the coral reefs at the Sandwicdi Islands; but the. great 
scarcity of lime causes timl>ei* to be the great laiilding 
staple. The sti*eets ai’c j-egularly laid evut, and nre occu- 
pied, as might be expected, exclusively wdth warehouses 
and shops; some amongst which displayed the most at- 
tractive varieties of fancy goods; splendid shawls and 
scarfs, neat bonnets, lively dress patterns, and delicio^ 
little corsets, ingeniously arnmged on stamls and lines, in 
the spacious windows, with a skill worthy of a [iOiidon 
artist, where that branch business has almost attained 
the rank of a science. As yet, these emporiums are driv- 
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ling marts; but every arrival augments the number of the 
softer sex, whose increase will serve to correct and abate 
many of the social evils of the city, and diversify its busy 
throng, who plunge from the excitement of business into 
that of vice, in the absence of any domestic attractions. 

Hotels are numerous, but mediocre at best, and vary in 
their comforts and charges very considerably. At the St. 
Francis you get good fare and the luxury of sheets at the 
rate of seven dollars per day. The others slide dowm to 
twenty-one doilai’S per week, simplifying the fare in a pro- 
portionate ratio, and consigning you to repose in a narrow 
bunk, on a mattress of shavings, betwixt a pair of rough 
blankets, that can scarcely be included in the category of 
woollen manufactures ; the titillation of which, superadded 
to the voracity of the Californian fleas, is more than a 
match for any amount of i)atience or fatigue. There are 
houses of refreshment at every turn : the Aiiierican Tavern, 
the French Itestaurant, the Spanish Fonda, and the Chinese 
Chow-Chow. Amidst the host of competitors tire Celestials 
carry off the palm for superior excellence in every particular* 
They seiwo everything promptly, cleanly, hot, and well 
cooked; they give dishes jreculiar to every nation, over and 
above their owir peculiar soups, curries, and ragouts, which 
cannot be even imitated elsewhere; and such are their 
quickness and civil at^piition, that they anticipate your 
wants, and of course secure your iratronage. 

There are great numbers of Chinese in California, most 
of whom settle in the cities. They partially adopt the pre- 
vailing costume, and constitute a very useful class of men, 
quick in acquiring a proliciency in Uie duties required of 
them, industrious, and persevering in attending to them; 
they are systematic, sober, and cleanly, jmd when treated 
with proper kindness and indulgence, become attached and 
interested. They, above all others, appear successful in 
finding employment; for you never see a Chinese lolling 
about, or amongst the groux)s of idlers, as they are content, 
I believe, with more moderate wages, and unconnected 
with the confederate gairgs, who laugh contemptuously at 
an offer far exceeding a colonel’s pay. They soon become 
possessed of means, from the simplicity of their habits and 
the economy of their domestic menage, and do not hesitate 
to share it in establishing the^ countrymen, who generally 
leave their fatherland witlrom any oilrer resources than 
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affords a guarantee for other commendable attiibutes. 
The Americans seek assiduously to inspire tliem with a 
hatred of the British, by reprobating, in terms of affected 
indignation, “tlieir wanton cruelty during iheir unjust 
war;” avowing sympathies of the tendcrest complexion. 
But those relatives of the sun and moon do not appear 
prone to retrospective reflections, present prospects mid 
future anticipations more profitably and pleasingly occiijiy- 
ing their minds. 

iVom my experience in Sa(n*ani<mto, I "was quite prepared 
for the number and stylo of tin; ganiiiig-hoiises. 'J'heso 
invaj’iably occupy the most proiuiin nt sites; and lest their 
conspicuous exteriors should' fail to atlnuit the eye, a crash 
of music is generally lienrd issuing i'rom their capacitujs 
portals and bahioiiios, which is eertain to arrest tlie oju*. 
Some of them have really fine baiuls. as they spare no ex- 
pense in securing the best rnnshfimis; and I am fully per- 
suaded that the charm of sweet s«»iind.s enti(;es many ah- 
horrers of the vice to entm* who would never r)thervvlse 
have crossed their thresholds; hut when once the Bubicoii 
of temptation is crossed, and th<.*. turrets of gold and silver 
witli which tlie tables are heaiied, glitter, as they are. pushed 
about from hand to haml, on the turn of a card or the 
destiny of a ball, the dazzled vision vanquisJies all virtuous 
resolves, excites tlie acquisitive passions, 

And tho.se who came to scofl' remain to 

Gaming is followed, in Francisco, witli a spirit accordant 
with its pre-eminence above the otlier cities of California, 
standing in about the same dogi’ee of comparison with the 
profession in Hacramento as tlie gi*and houses of aristocratic 
resort in St. James’s and Albemarle-street do with the 
** silver hells” in the purlieus of Ijoicester-square. The 
Francisco gaming-houses arc never closed, morning, noon, 
or night. Dealers and presidents succeed each other; and 
as yawning crowds disjierse at daybreak, new victims rush 
from their beds to the sacrifice, so that there, is no inter- 
mission, the only difference being that the evening attend- 
ance is the greatest and most adventurous. There jtre 
various games, adapted to every prejudice and caprice ; but 
the game is monte. It is on tliis that all large investments 
are made, and this which le^athan gamblers patronise. I 
was myself present on one occasion when a gentleman lost 
six thousand dollars i?t three at4?>es.. It is. however. 
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marked, by those qualified to prouounee statistically, that 
while the numbers who resort to those “ l>ells” are undi- 
minished, the amounts played for am fast dwindling in 
magnitude. This is a consequence not to l)e wondered at; 
for communities cannot, any more than bodies corporeal, 
bear up against bleeding beyond a eei*tain point without 
syncope ensuujg; and sorrie conception of the Francisco 
drainage by gambling may be fonned, when it is known 
that one establishment, tlie El Dorado, can afford to pay a 
rent of six thousand dollars per month, independent of 
taxes and expenses: a revenue enabling its .proprietors to 
indulge in tlic most expensive style of living, and to set 
aside enormous sums for other speculative investments. 

There arc capacious refreshment counters in all those 
saloons, plentifully supplied, but with a greater and mOre 
tempting variety of fluids than of edibles: a very natural 
arrangement, no doubt, where excitement is the great aim, 
but leading occasionally to tlio maddened despair of. a vic- 
tim s revenge; to guard agabist which each table is provided 
w ith its secret armouiy, which is used without hesitation or 
remorse in the cw^ent of a row. I savfr, at the Eagle Saloon, 
in Montgoinevy-street, a 7nonte dealer deliberately draw a 
pistol from beneath the cloth, and shoot a young lad, who 
was, I believe, honestly scuflliftg for his stake; and then, 
with the most perfect sang froid, call tlie “ coroner,” whom 
he recognised amongst the bystanders, to hold an inquest, 
which actually took place on tlie spot where the bloody 
deed was committed, in pi’esence of the murderer, a volun- 
teer jury of “pals” returning a verdict of “accidental 
death,” almost before the la^st throb of pulsation had 
beaten. And as the body, still woirm with animal heat, 
was being removed, the blood-stained villain audacioiosly 
resumed his position at his infeimal altar, surrounded by 
an inhuman crowd, who pressed forward to the game, no- 
wise restrained by the consciousness tiiat they were stand- 
ing in the undried gore of a fellow-creature; Ladies xnay 
sometimes be seen presiding over the game, exertiug tbidr 
insinuating blandishments to ehsurm the ^^idee young men” 
to their ruin; and every table is attended by a set of ae- 
complices, or “ bonnets,” who stake their money on the 
right cards, and move away with laige sums, to tnake 
room for the eager dupes behjpd them. There is scarcely 
a countiy on the face of the ^obe th^ has net a delegate 
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Italians, Greeks, Turks, Jews, Chinese, Hindoos, Niggers, 
Yankees, Indians, Malays, English, Bcoteh, and some of 
the real ould ancient Milesian stock, uo longer *• hei'ediiary 
bondsmen,” but 

Thun>piBg, jumping, tearing, avroatinjj^, 

Uantiog, roaring Irishmen } 

presenting a motley group, that could not bo e(iualled in 
any of the capitals of the oldest empires. 

Bowling alleys also come in for a rtispectablo share of 
public jiatroiiage. Another new and successful mode of 
d/rar/frt// the public is also in opeiation, under the auspices 
of a rollicking Eineralder, in tlic sJiapi; of a cock-pit, which 
seems to take aniiizingly, and pay jnoportionalJy, as, over 
and above the admission fee of twenty- live cents, tlte pull 
ill knowing the respective merits and cluinccn of the birds 
must be a source of large income, round sums being staked 
on thejssue of every biitue; while, as Mr. M‘Cluskey jocu- 
larly informed me, .“he was at no (*ost ft>f an orkMive, as 
the crowing of the darlints was woi*th all t]i<‘ numey;” and, 
r must say, challenged public attention with signal effect. 
Theatricals were atU'inpled, but soon expired from inani- 
tion, as will every other attem]>t at public recreation that 
is not highly setisoned with gambling incentives, so deeply 
is tliat vice rooted in tlie community. 

Persons above all temptation, who lind time banging 
hearily on tlieir hands, can beguile an Ifonr or two in the 
different law courts, where justice is iulministoed in a 
manlier that comes home to ffie meanest capacity, divested 
of all that stupid etiquette and solemn 'decorum so irksome 
according to British clisciplme. Francisco judges sit on 
the bench attired like other men, and, taking a kaf out of 
Cliief Baron Nicholson’s book, puff tlieir cigai's W'bile laying 
down the law% on the enlightened principle of “ ew J'mw, 
dare htem.” Nor do they haughtily hesitate to accommo- 
date with the glowing butt any of the learned counsel or 
audience who may require a light: in fact, there is a de- 
gree of charming republican familiarity existing between 
the bench, the bar, and the public, which makes a man led 
as much at ease in court as in a tavern, and must be seen 
to be properly appreciated. Law arguments under such 
a system are no longer dry and uninteresting, but flow 
smoothly along, liberally lubricated with tobacco juice, and 
garnished with colloquial episodes that come with a deli- ^ 
cious freshness uoon llie ear of a person only accustomed 
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to the oppressive profundity of Westminster practice.*!* I 
was being thus edified, sitting in the jur}’’-box (no jury 
being enapanelled at the time), where I observed a row of 
new pine sticks, each about the dimensions of a shillelagh, 
standing in exact order in front of tlie seats; and finding 
their number amounting precisely to twelve, it struck me 
they were part of the legal maehinery of the place. I was 
not asti*ay; for a sort of factotum — crier, usher, tipstaff &c. 
— ^who wore his hat ex-oficw^ commiseratingly informed mo 
they were “ desk protectors,” which it was part of his duty 
as court-keeper to provide as “whittling stuff for the gents,” 
who would odierwise cut all sorts of hieroglyphics and in- 
congruous devices upon tlie desks: an operation I after- 
wards saw gone through by a witness under the ordeal of 
a sharp cross-examination, who cut with an increasing 
keenness into the rail as the counsel cut into his cre- 
dibility. 

The custom-house department is only remarkable for 
the insolence of the officials, and the arbitrary demeanoim 
of the autocratic collector, who, like a late Irish judge of 
punning celebrity, “lays it on” with vengeance if parties 
before his tribunal betray tlic slightest emotion of discon- 
tent as their invoices arc assessed;! and, as it appeared to 
me, took a peculiar dedight in throVing^ stumbling-blocks 
in the path of Englishmen, confiscating British property 
witliout any embarrassing investigations. In connection 
witli this department we have the board of health, actuated 
by a similar anti-British spirit, and using tlie quarantine 
laws to gratify it in a manner degi’ading to humanity, 
stretching them cruelly when a poor tempest-tossed British 
emigrant comes witliin their jurisdiction, who, though worn 
to a skeleton from sea-sickness, scurvy, and short ship’s 
allowance, need plead for no indulgence, no mercy, if there 
exist tlie flimsiest excuse for prolonging his misery. 

*TaVe the follo\ving as a specimen of one of those legal divertitBe^' 
mens : — 

Judffe — ** Holloa, Mr. Taper! I s’pose you cotno here to realise the 
price of them ar pants" (slapping the nether integument on his logs, 
which described twotiides of a . triangle on the desk); “but afore 1 
stumps up, it would tickle me to know on what math^eiuatical rule you 
out them out.” 

Taper — “Well, I reckon it would be considerable of a kurioss rule 
as would apply to your cqueer posters.” 

Fcieetious Counsel — “ I humbly move we make it a rule of court.” 

Judffe — “ Mr. Proser, go on.’* [Arrament resumed.] 

t Lately, business has been conducted more systematically and 
legally, since 'W- ■' ■ ■ 
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The Post-oince — Slow Process of Sorting — Eagerness for Intelligence — Lctfemaj 
Speculators — Rules of Approach— .Scenes on Mail Deliveries— .Jokes and Tricks 
—Amusing Occurrence — Effect of the SysU'm of changing Oriichus in tl» States 
—Rouses of Worshli»— Their thin Oongi'cgations>~Divine Service interrupted by 

the Bands of the Gatubltng-liouses — Anonudous Progress of Vico in Francisco 

It tinges Mercantile Integrity — Case iu Toint — A woeful Disappointment— l<ot 
Property in San Francisco— Invisible Suburbs — Tho Future of the CJity — influx 
brings down AVages and favours sninll CapitaHsts — Indications of a Bachelor- 
Disproportion of the Sexes — Its probable Consequences— Auctioneers versus 
>yholesale Merchants — Value of Money iti Californial— Disagrecabilities of Fran- 
cisco — The Climate provocative of Pulmonary Diseases — Tlie Markets — Number 
of Daily Papers — The old Spanish Pi'csitlio and Fort — Ti)c Entrance of tho 
Harbour — Washerwoman’s Bay — San Solito — I)e Ins Angeles — Its Picturesque 
Position — Advice to Emigrants — A little plain Reasoning — A simple Calcu- 
lation. 

It is a rare treat for a stranger to watch the proceedings 
about the post-oliice, after the arrival of a mail stcMimer; 
and one who neglects the opportunity throws aw ay a chance 
of seeing fun and novelty that ho cannot inakc up for else- 
where. As soon ns the mail-bags come ashore, all public 
communication with the establishnumt is cut off for four- 
and-tweiity hours — sometimes much longer, if the mail be 
a large one: a period in w^hich tho unapproachable otticiuls 
might not only sort tlui letters, but con over their contents. 
During this iiiterregnimi, you cannot even post foreign 
letters, as you can find no one to wln>m you c»ni pay the 
postage: a necessary preliminaiy to their transit. On tlie 
evening previous, to the completion of the job, notices are 
affixed inside tho different windows of the post-office, an- 
nouncing tlie hour at wrliich the delivery will commence on 
the ensuing inorning; and so extravagant is the desire to 
obtain the earliest news, that there is a class of men who 
derive a comfortable livelihood by sexuring and selling the 
places most contiguous to the windows. You will find 
those letterary'' speculators taking up their stations at 
midnight on little canvass stools, with their stock of cigars 
and provisions laid in for the siege, sitting in close column, 
as the inexorable rule is that all applicants must be served 
in rotation. - 

The earliest dawn brings to the ranks tliose who prefer 
a little suffering: to a small ex^oenditure; and every moment 
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adds n«w reciixits, until tlie lines become so elongated tliat 
tlie rear extends into remote streets. The march is so slow, 
that parties come prepared with newspapers and magazines 
to while away the time ; and cates, rigged upon hand-carts, 
move along, dealing out hot coffee, juleps, and sangarees; 
for if you leave the ranks under any necessity, you must 
fadl in behind. A 'peripatetic grog-shop is also in atten- 
dance, superintended by a huge hirsute Fienchman, wi^ a 
keg of brandy slung over one shoulder so as to come con- 
veniently into the embrace of the ojiposite arm, for filling 
uj) the different potiitory utensils that dangle from his 
jacket buttons. The cmwling nature of tlie progress not 
unfrequently superinduces drowsiness; and sometimes, 
when a somnolescent gentleman hapjiens to get a comfort- 
able lean, yielding to tJie jdeasing infiiience, ho neglects to 
close up as the rank moves, when he is passed by and shut 
out — technically, “caught napping" — to the infinite mirth 
of the multitude, who poke fun at him as he retires with- 
out the “latest intelligence." Tradition informs us, that 
Jn the early, primitive days of San Francisco, it sometimes 
occurred tliat peox)le, bowed down as if with sickness, 
crawled upon crutches, imploring the fortunate leaders of 
the forlorn hope to waive their privilege for the moment in 
favour of the “unfortunate cripples," who, like the infirm 
cardinal that stood up ei-ect so soon as he got the keys of 
St. Peter within his clutch, became miraculously stalwart 
the moment they became possessed of their letters; thms 
rendering the present generation uncharitably sceptical, 
and exploding die “dodge.” I came in for rather a laugh- 
able scene, in which the principal actor was a tight liul 
from ray own province, who, when his turn came, 
manded, m a loud tone — 

“Are thfir any ietthers from my father in Ireland, ha- 
»de?” 

“ Sam, may I be — if the kurosity nailed to the post 
mmi not be for this critter. I say, I believe tliar’^ 
sunmmt for you here. Would you take a tall figure lor 
it?" 

“For the matther o’ that, the hole’s rather small to mtiye 
a bsBTgain through ; but if you come out here in the idther- 
iitme, instead of takin’ anything, I’ll be afther gmag you 
such a lambastin’ that all thii^ soretin' clerks m there 
wouldn’t be able to make out yer direckshuns." 



guvBor; no other Mher eould dtipect a l^lar 

my Bun in Kaleyfomia' but yours*” 

“D’ye hoar mo, you strate-haired scamp?” retorted Pat; 
“there’s never a pair of ptstol-shiniied Yanko<^, \^'ayii©d on 
traycle an’ ludaay imdi, that the same ould chap and 1 
wouldn’t knock saucepans out of; and (moving off with his 
epistle) so, iiooray for ould livland, and Ihc sky o^er it! 
hairin’ the praty rot; and where s the dirty ^ snufflin’ spah 
jMJon that daar say black’s the white o’ my eye? lor (in tlie 
distance) — 

I’m a rantin', rorin* blade ; 

or the devil a thing was I e’er afraid 1" 

It may be supposed by some of my readers that I, am 
drawing a long bow about this dei>artment; but I beg so- 
lenmiy to assure the irieredubnis that i am far witliin th© 
actual limits, and positively delicitnit in many of the strange 
and eccentric iletails. The crush <'ontinues for two days, 
and Teiw often occupies a spell t)f the iiiird, the clumsiness 
and delay" arising from one of the boasted usages of tlm 
“great enlightened r<‘puhlie,'’ according to which every 
new president turns all public ^"partrnents inside out, dis- 
])laeing men just long enough in hm'iiess to know tlieir 
business, to make room for his own jiartisiuis : green bands,* 
who assume office without any aptitude, and proceed to 
learn tlieir duties without a precepUw.* 

There me numerous houses of woi’ship in die city, but 
none of then! externally distinguishable as such save the 
Homan Catholic cha^Kil, a new frame building of capacious 
dimensions, erected on on eminence, which makes ite[uite 
a feature of the city. It is to be regretted, however, that 
tlieir influence is exceedingly circumscribed, if any inference . 
can be deduced from the limited attendance ; for whde their 
congregations are so lamentably thin, those dens of ini- 
quity, die gaming-houses, are craumied to suffocation ; the 
saoafllegious din of their crashing bands rending the solemn. 
i8till«ess of the Sabbadi, peiietradng to the shrine of wor- 
ship even dming the hour of prayer; the loud Weatiags 
of the golden calf drowning die mild tones of Christiflfla 
piety. 

The world’s progress furnishes no parallel for the preco- 
cious depravity of Ban Francisco. Tlie virgin soil of a 

* On my return from the sfndwich Islands, some aj^proach to de- 
spatch had been made, by having a wing of the office furnished with 
■r nmbered hoxeSn one of wnich every iiiermancnt resident; rented. 
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new settlement was not usually a garden for vice and evil. 
There it was the kind-hearted philanthropist looked to find 
the ruddy virtues blooming in a genial soil, in an uncon- 
taminated atmosphei'e; fading and sickening only in the 
tedious revolution of time, as moral culture degenerated 
into voluptuous letliargy, accumulated wealth morbidly 
craving the incentives of luxury, and eneiwating enjoy- 
ments supplanting the healthy exercise of enteiprise, 
when, with drooping hea<ls and shrivelled stems, they 
shrank into decay, choked by the rank woods of artificial 
society. But in Francisco a new and anomalous phase 
has arisen ; the infant phenomenon exhibiting the tokens 
of senility in its cradle, with the gangrene of vicious in- 
dulgence staining its soft cheek before it is well emanci- 
pated from its swaddling-clothes: symptoms altogether 
incompatible with the sanguine anticipations which i)redi- 
cate for it the proudest j)osition amongst all the cities on 
the shores of the vast oceans between the Capes of Horn 
and Good Hope. 

In Francisco nothing is natural, cvei^thing is forced; 
it is a hotbed where all pursuits are stimulated by the 
herce.fire of one predominant lust. Trade or business is 
not embarked in there as the honourable occupation of a 
lifetime; professions are not followed solely to secure a 
permanent practice and social elevation. Men engage in 
both the one and the otlier to build up fortunes in a hurry 
with whatever materials they can grasp, to win a large 
stake by any means and tlien witlidraw; confounding tlie 
tactics of the gambler with the zealoiis integrity of the 
merchant, until conscience is left without a comer to hide 
in, and even common Decency is obliged to pick her steps 
thirough the mire. 

I was furnished with a good illustrative instance in the 
case of a gentleman of my acquaintance from Adelaide, 
South Australia, who came up from the colonies with a 
large venture, and an introduction to a Jirst-rate house, to' 
whom he handed his invoices, to have tliem arranged ac- 
cording to a certain form i)rescribed by tlie customs autlio- 
rities. 

As one of the finn ran his eye over tliem, he exclaimed, 
''Why, as I live, you have put down the several articles at 

their full-cost prices! ' “ Certaii^y,” replied Mr. B d; 

" you could not suppose me capable of swearing to a lie 
to save a few dollars' duty?” “Well, sir,” said- this re- 



ftp^etahle merchant, if that’s your style of doing business* 
I guess you’ll never dig a fortune amongst us.” In like 
manner, houses claiming the appellation of respectability 
put out tlieir characters to fructify by patronising any 
scheme or project that promises to lead to profit; duping 
poor emigrants, who were wont to regard I'eputatiou as a 
guarantee, by selling them, with every solemnity of asse- 
veration, lots in their nourishing newspaper cities; the 
poor pigeon §oing liis way rejoicing, ou the Urengih of 
their assurances, in quest of his property, and only having 
the film removed from his t*yes on impiiring, after a toil- 
some journey, at some tattered tents, “ How far off is the 
city?” when he is informed, to lus dismay, that be is stand- 
ing in the centre of the capital. 

Lot property, in and about Francisco, is, and will con- 
tinue for some* time to be vjiluable luid in demand, from 
the unceasing stream of emignints, both by sea and land, 
one-fourth of whom oitlicr stay in or return to the city; 
As there are no such things ns empty houses or untenanted 
stores, those who come with an iutentioii of starting in 
business have no alternative but to ])archase a lot and 
erect a tenement; so that, X repeat, lot property contiguous 
to the city is for tlie present an improving investment; I 
say emphatically, contiguous, because surveys and allot- 
ments have been made out to such ridiculously remote 
points, that they cannot possibly come into occupation for 
a number of years, if ever; for you will meet, as you travel 
towiwds the city, miles Irom its turmoil, posts surmounted 
with boards, that wayfarers approach to leani the distance, 
but find them headed'with the names of streets, and noti- 
fications “that the adjoining valuable lots are for sale:” 
causing the bewildered stranger to strain his optics in 
search of tJie outlines of a town, impressed, as he pro- 
ceeds, with amazement, and vague notions of earthquakes 
and such like vagai-ies of nature. 

* But I cannot refrain from expressing my opinion, the 
question of title apart, that the present extravagant value 
of property in Francisco cannot long continue to be sus- 
tained, because commerce and business, which arc its life 
and soul, are on an unsound and ffetitious basi.s, that must 
be revolutionised to become stable and permanent. The 
standard of property is r^atively rcjgulated by tlie profits 
of trade, and as those profits become necessniily depressed 
as the vast appliances of steam open fresh facilities for in- 



ten^vse und ivaiasit, ks Talue must subside m a like ratio. 
No sane maa could put faith m the eontlmiance of a 
s^tem having to bear up against the feverieh pulse of a 
money-market beating at an average of eight per cent, per 
month, against rents live hundred per cent, aljove those of 
New York or London, against wages and salai’ies eqiiaily 
escorbitant, with an exhausting domestic expenditure, de- 
spite of the most self-denying economy, and without the 
guarantee of insurance to. cover the ruinohs risks of the 
pkee from fire. - 

Besides, regarding it in another light, how is it possible 
that a city, said to contain fifty thousand inhabitants, can 
be supported in its present career by so scanty a popula- 
tion as that of California, which, according to an average 
of the very best estimates, does not exceed two hundred 
thousand, including cities, diggings, ranches, and all; an 
amount, too, that is gradually on the decrease, as the 
placer diggings — wbicli can alone be worked by indivi- 
dual energy and labour — are giving endences of exhaus- 
tion? It may also be presumed that these results will 
steadily pi*ogress until the mining operations of the coun- 
tary are concentrated in a few large associated companies, 
employing machineiy instead of manual labour in stamp- 
ing and grinding tlie quartz, amalgamations, &c.; to the 
consequent diminution of the population, who have not 
the attraction of agricultural resources to induce them to 
settle in the countiy; for it is a notorious fiiet, home out 
by experience, tliat not one out of eveiy hundred emigrants 
either stai’ts with the intention of permanent settlement, 
or sees reason to change his mind after a season’s resi- 
denc>e in the countiy. 

There is a constantly shifting population, one immi- 
grant coming with the determination of working hard, 
and saving rapidly for home enjoyment, another returning 
with the fruits of his labour and economy. At first the 
flood was the stronger, but latterly the ebb tide is tlie 
more impetuous, carrying along wdth each receding wave 
a portion of tlie sandy foundation on which this marvellous 
city has been built. 

San Francisco, to be upheld in its present overweening 
pretensions, would require a thriving population of at least 
a couple of millions. 

The stea(||^influx of immigrants has assisted the sale of 
property, by reducing labourers and mechanics* wages to 



sox&ewhftt of a reasotiable standard, ei^Uoi; the eMdler 
class of capitalists to make efforts tliast before would 
been impracticable. Bfoitb.s and eaarpenteps, who, six 
months previously, would liave p^rumbled at one ounce 
per day, came to be coutcntcHl wltli eij^ht dollars: good 
laboui*ers, l)eing anxious io seeuio steaily employment, 
witli four dollars: the only branches of labour tiiat re- 
mained unabated in value wlien I h-ft were washing and 
fine needlework. Owdug t<) the disproportiouate number 
of female settlers, you rarely sec a gentleman using a, 
hemmed kerchief, and when you do, you may set it down 
as a sign that lie lias some “frit'uds in lieaven” who have 
provided him with a helpmate. It is not an uufrequent 
thing for persons to tlirovv away theii* shirts and stockings 
when they become soiled, even bad washing costing six 
dollars per dozen, taking the larger ])ieces with the smaller; 
while good new shirts, ready made up, j*aii be bought at 
ten dollai’s per dozen, and suickings at four dollars: a 
figure low for such ii market, hut consequent upon the 
amazing stocks of such goods with which it was glutted in 
the first burst of spiUMilation. However. I am inclined to 
suspect that, like the <»ards iu fashionable clubs, those 
artich^s, after a little manipulation, Jind tlndr way liack to 
the shelves of the shopmen ; which circumstance tends to 
keep up the stock and depress the price. Ihifc the nuriihev 
of the fair sex is> soiisihly on Die increa«i(\ perhaps from 
the fact (which 1 do not assign from an} feelings of disre* 
spect to the ladies, l>ut as the natiural result <;t* cause and 
effect), that, up to this time, sciven-eighths of tlie immigrants 
were unmaiTied men, generally about the age when ideas 
of connubial felicity obtrude themselves on tlic imagina- 
tion. Thus I do not conceive it beyond tJie range of legi- 
timate conjecture to suppose that the diminishing numbers 
of young men at home would encourage family omigration 
on a large scale, by stimulating the veiw laudable ambition, 
■so universal amongst prudent mammas, of Iiaving their 
daughters comfortably provided for. 

The whole trade in Francisco appears to rest upon a 
very unsound foundation; for though fliero arc several ex- 
tensive establishments of the kind, shippers — who, iu very 
many cases, come out fis their own supercargoes — rather 
than encounter the aw fnl^ charges ami drawbacks of con- 
signment, take their goods from the sluj)'!i, side to one of 
the nuiimrous auction mails with which the city abounds. 
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where all the retailers supply themselves, unless when in 
immediate warjt of an article which does not appear in any 
of the auction catalogues of the day, when alone they re- 
sort to the store of the regular wholesale merchant. 

“ Auction watching” in Francisco is quite a business in 
itself, a large class of men exclusively devoting their time 
to attending those sales. Their generally standing well 
with the man who wields the hammer helps them* to the 
“lion’s share” of good bargains, which are for the most part 
to be had, with periodical certainty, after the monthly 
remittances, when dust is not over-abundant, and money 
sometimes rises to the startling rate of ten and twelve per 
cent, per month on the best bills. During my stay in 
California, I have never known discounts lower than seven 
per cent, per mouth on bills and notes of hand, while on 
mortgages I have known as high as twenty-five per cent, 
obtained; and as high as fifteen j>er cent, can always be 
easily had, most amply secured on the best property in the 
place; so that business profits and professional emoluments 
may be permitted to reach a very lofty range without ex- 
citing “ our special wonder.” 

There are two great objections to Francisco as a mere 
place of residence. One of these may be removed in the 
course of time, but the other, and more serious one, must 
remain for ever: I allude to the offensive and disgusting 
Odom’S which pen^ade the atmosphere, owing to the system 
of surface-drainage, all the impurities of the city being 
carried off by gutters, only partially covered where they 
cross a thoroughfare. This, no doubt, will be better ar- 
ranged when the municipal government is thoroughly esta- 
blished and organised.* But the quick daily ti’ansitions 
of temperature in the climate are above human control or 
amendment, and must evennore render it disagreeable to 
the more robust, and excessively unhealthy to those of 
delicate constitutions ; for even during the warmest of the 
summer months, while up to twelve and one o’clock thfe- 
heat is so oppressive that the lightest possible garments 
are an encumbrance, you will be obliged for the remainder 
of the day to muffle up in Kamtschatkan attire, and belay 
your hat with a stout rope, if you care for its safety, as a 

• At my late visit T found rej'ular sewers in progress of formation, 
several having been already opened, perfectly sufficient to drain off all 
the impurities ; besides which imx)rovcments, brick houses had become 
more numerous since the destructive fires, and plank roads were laid 
down in .all the leading streets. 
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regular gale sets in, eontinuing till night, carrying with it 
a drift of sand from the siirmundhig hills and from off the 
streets, which iiillame the eyes, stop up the ears, grit 
down the back, and, worst of all, find thiuv way into tho 
lungs, foraiing granulations there that prodinie irritating 
eoughs, and most generally ripens into tubercles, ending in 
pnlmonaiy consumption. Fever and ague, of a veiy^ viru- 
lent type, also prevail to a great extent, and a>;nte vbcnmatic 
iiilments, arising from the habit of living in those j)iie 
founded tenomeiits, whicdi are so carelessly cuustriic*tt‘il 
that the exhalations from the ilam]> umlerneath can perie- 
tnite through the ill-jointe*! floors, and imbue the air of the 
w'holc establishment. TIkj dreary winter stuisou, Avhicdi 
pours down its deluges of sleet and rain, is tho healthiest 
of all; because the weather, not Ixdiig so snhjiict to sudden 
and daily caprice, enables the peo]do to dress in the morn- 
ing in a costume that suits throughout the, day ; whereas, 
in other seasons, though a change is noct^ssary, business 
or indifference pi'events its being made, thus laying a foun- 
dation for ill health. 

Good w'ater is abundant; and, tlioiigh there are no re- 
gular markets, all the nccessarios of life can he conveniently 
obtained. Exccdlcnt bread is made throughout tluj city, 
and prime beef can always bo hud at moderate rates; but 
the mutton is wretched — only fit to be used in hashes oi‘ 
pies. Fish is a rarity, although the bay and rivers abouml 
with an extensive variety of the best descrijUions. V'enison 
is quite a cheap and ordinary dish, and evem bear-meat 
frequently figures oii the roh. of tlie tavern cone. I have 
iieeii more than once amusi?d, on entering ii yentaoraut^ to 
hoar a waiter communicating his order to the kitchen, 
shouting, in double bass, “One roast hear Ibr No. 9;” 
next moment, “T>vo rare roast bears for No. 0; an outsid^t 
roast bear for No. giving one the idt*a that a ilrovo 
of those animals had been pent up in a huge ]>akehoiise 
ready to -be trotted out on the shortest notice. 

There are five daily papers in Francisco, all apparently 
\vell supported and cleverly conducted, and all lalxiuring 
strenuously to establish their vai*ious creeds t>f American 
politics; in which they have so fur succeeded that, fit every 
pettifogging election, oven of the lowest olheial, <}verv Y»ai*ty 
spell is evoked, and all the ^-ancour of pt)litical siileeu is 
stirred up into full ferment. 

About two miles >vestward of the city, beyond the hills, 
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is a rather fertile stripe of land, stretching along tlie coast 
of the bay; towards the entrance, at the end next die city, 
there is a small fresh- water lake, round which a little colony 
of washerwomen have planted themselves, and a right good 
location it is for the business, as the w|^r is soft and 
detergent, find the margin is girt Avith a diomy scrubwood, 
which answers admirably for drying. When first se^n from 
the hill-top it forms a unique feature in the landscape, 
sufficiently imposing to confer a name on the cove of the 
bay adjoining it, which is laid down in the map as Wash- 
erwoman’s Bay. Some garden cultivation has been com- 
menced in the same locality, the little streams that trickle 
down towards the lake affording means of irrigation, and 
giving promise of crops, at the time of my visit, wdiich 
would lead, I should diink, to the occupation of all the 
available land around for green vegetables, which were then 
a perfect treat, and commanded a most arbitrary price. 

At the other end of the naiTOw plain stands the old 
Spanish presidio and landing, which is occupied by a few 
American soldiers, and used as a depot for military stores. 
The landing is a bad one, situated on a flat, unprotected 
beach, and long since altogether abandoned as such. About 
a mile farther seaward is the old fort, standing on a bold 
projecting point, which, witli Punto Diavolo on the oppo- 
site shore, forms the throat of the hai’bour, Chrysopylee, 
as it is called — a short mile in width, with deep -water 
close in to each shore, and no hidden danger or obstacle 
to obstnict navigation ; advantages almost superseding the 
necessity of pilotage. There were a few paltry remains of 
Spanish fortifications about the fort, on which the Americans 
have improved, and planted some guns, round the inside 
of the headland, on Uie northern side of the entrance, of 
which Punto DiaA'olo is the extreme tongue. There is a 
nice sheltered little harbour, called San Solito, where ships 
come to when there is not sufficient wind to enable them 
to stem the ebb tide ; and vessels outwai*d-bound frequently 
call for water, as it is particularly good. If the voyage be 
a long one, a considerable saving can be thus effected, 
ships’ w-ater at the city being four cents per gallon. A 
settiement has long since been formed here by a Captain 
Richardson, who owns the entire saddle of good land that 
lies betwixt the high ridges qf tlie coast-range there. He 
is so jealous of neighbourhood or encroachment, that he 
cannot be induced to let or sell any portion of . his posses- 



sions, although he does not use or occupy neta^ly die extant 
of his territoiT, ^vhich is called Plaxa de los Camllos. 

Opposite die Bay of Ban Solito, iu a uorth-easterly 
dii^etioii, lies tlie island of l)e Jos Angeles, much the 
largest in the of San Francisco. Its shores are bold 
around, but OKTOie south and west rise abruptly to a giddy 
height. It is covered widi fine pasture, and possesses good 
water and a sullicieiicy of iirewood, but ss yet has not 
tempted a wooer to its angelic embrace. Were i to re, main 
in California, I should choose it as my head'(|uarters ; for, 
over and above the properties I have mentioned, its pic- 
turesque situation is pre-emimmtly attim'tive. It reposes 
under the shelter of the coasbrauge, and commands a 
most extensive view of the bay. From its soutli-east cliffs 
you see through the mouth of tlie harbour the undulat- 
ing bosom of the broad Pacific ; immediately opposite, the 
more elevated ternices of the city ^weetl} challenge tlie 
view ; and beyond its jutting extremes the southern section 
of the bay stretches beyond the limits of vision, to receive 
the waters of the Santa (Uara, on which staiuls the embar- 
cadero of the capital of San Jose; while towards the north*- 
ward is discernible tlie gi^eat entrance to the Strait of Oar- 
quines, witli the city of Beiiicio on its shores : a sort of 
aquatic Temple-bar, Avhere vessels, boats, and bai'ges ar« 
jostling against eacli other as they pass and repass in 
throngs tlirough this narrow thoroughfare. 

Before-leaving Francisco, 1 would give a word of advice 
to emigrants — advice founded on my own ])ersonal expe- 
rience, ohseiTation, and inquhy’, and especially intended 
for ti’adesnien and mechanics, who, in liie chagrin of dis- 
appointment at tindiug a s^'mewhat abated scab; of wages, 
spurn excellent offers, and start off to the mines, where 
they find matters still moi^ vexatiously at variance with 
the gilded narratives that wheedled them from their com- 
fortable homes. Before yielding to hasty impulse, let 
thfem collate and compare remuneration and exi)euditure 
witli those items at home, tmd they will be constrained to 
admit that industry and skill are still splendidly rewarded 
in San Francisco, notwitlistanding the diminution of wages. 
If wages have become more moderate, so also has the cost 
of living, botli still bearing their ndativc propoiiions. 
When one was excessively Jiugh, tlie otJicr was similariy 
exoarbitant; now both have subsided, yet income and ex- 
penditure have not approximated uncomfortably. There 
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is Still an ample margin, for a man not addicted to gaming 
and drinking, to augment a resen^e fund, should he be 
disposed to found one, without abandoning his accustomed 
pursuits or rushing blindly to shatter his constitution, and 
return bowed down by sickness, without g|ins enough to 
defray the expenses that must accrue before restored health 
enables him to seek employment. 

The labourer, who all his life had been accustomed to 
hard toil and exposure, whose fiarno has been case- 
hardened by snows and sunshine, whose constitution will 
not shrink under the vicissitudes of diet and climate, is 
the ])roper manner of man for a miner. He has shivered 
the rock in the quairy at home; he can do the same in 
California; he has worked in mud and water while digging 
the canal in his native country, and can endure \vet feet in 
the vocation of a gold digger. He was never daintily min- 
istered to in food — ^lie pines not at the rough fare of the 
mines. But take the carpenter from behind his dry bench, 
the smith from his w^arm forge, and the spruce clerk from 
his high stool, and place them in cold water, with a red- 
hot sun glaring down upon them ; let them strain every 
muscle in this novel sphere of labour, rough it on hard 
bread and salt junk, seeking repose on the damp earth, 
and, believe me, tliey will soon exhibit the sad elfects of so 
radical a change. 

Besides, steady employment about the different cities 
will enable a man to enjoy more comforts, and save more 
money, than he can in general procure by the precarious 
income of the diggings. The average daily income of 
miners, embracing all the diggings, has been computed, 
by persons in a position to make the calculation, at eight 
dollars; which, from my own observation, taking good 
mines and bad, energetic men and slothful, good workmen 
and those unused to toil, 1 consider tolerably near thfi 
mark. Let me next see the number of days oli which tliis 
income can be reckoned on. We first subtract fifty-two 
Sundays, and at least ninety-one days for the winter and 
high-water season, making together one hundred and forty- 
three days; those tVoiii three hundred and sixty-five leave 
two hundred and twenty-two days, or within a traction of 
thirty-two weeks. Then all miners allow at tlie rale of one 
day in the week for pro.specting (seeking new gj’ound), 
which leaves a residue of one hundred and ninety working 
days; from which I might, and should, deduct largely for 
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sickness and other contingencies; hut admitting one hun- 
dred and ninety days as the yearly average at eight dollars 
per day, it yields a total of fifteen huiidred and twenty 
dollars, showing tliat something over four dollars per day 
for the year rqjund is tlie miner’s income. liCt the ineclutnui 
or clerk, in following this calculation, also beai* m mind, 
that while in hVan cisco or Sacramento he lays in his neces- 
saries at reasonable rates, the miner has 1 > faihrnit to the 
most usiurious exactions ; and. after a little, sobei* reliee.tion, 
I conceive he will fall in with my view of the matter. 


CHAPTER XV III. 

Change my Mind aliout riaiting the San Joaquim VuUcy— Reasons for so doing>^ 
Prevailing Cliaractcr of the Country — Ittcc growing there proiitahle or not — Wild 
Horses in the Valley— Rare Pictures of AnlmaU‘d Nature— Colonel Fremont’s 
nesoriptioii uf the Valley— (Quartz StratlAcations about tlic Mariposas District— 
Dr. Marsh’s Opinion of the Valley. 

I ORIGINALLY intended proceeding fiom San Francisco 
do^^^l tile valley of the San Joatpiiin, and visiting the 
southern as well as the northern minos; but from the 
vaiious descriptions I received from ht^veral intelligent 
partieis, who worked in and travelled through them, there 
’svas so perfect a siiiiilarity in the cliaracter of the diggings, 
the retunis, tlie hahiiaHs, and goings on there, that I 
thought there would be nothing of novtilty or interest to 
repay me for the journey; nor was then* any variety in the 
aspect of the country or sceiieiy to attract tiui tourist who 
had already travelleil through the valley of the Sacramento. 

The San Joaquiin valley is largely composed of tuU 
marshes ami low sedgy swamps, so sulyec.t to overflowing 
iind lodgment that they cannot well be turned to profitable 
account, except it lie in the cultivation of rice, in which 
employment, 1 understand, there are some jiartics at present 
engaged.. Though I have no doubt as to its growing that 
^rain freely, and yielding large crojis of good quality, yet,, 
from the very low rates at which it is imported from several 
of the islands of the Eastern Archipelago, where land and 
labour are to be had for a mere song, I cannot be brought 
to believe that it will ever become a remunerative species 
of husbandry, even though “gone into*' by sheer Yankees. 
Three cents i>er pound is tiic price at tlu* time 1 write, and 
I find the averages of tlie markets have been fully as low as 
in South •Carolina, where it is one of the prime products.. 
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In the higher, or more rolling districts as they are 
termed, the soil is ^good — not to be excelled for richness 
by the most favotiiid portions of the Sacramento valley, 
and some of the best locations have been settled ; but, be- 
yond stock-raising, the only cultivation 4liat has been 
attempted is that of the vine, M*hich, from many samples of 
the grape I have seen, bids fair to be i^warded with suc- 
cess, in so far as the character of the fruit is concerned. 
But though the juice may be peculiarly vinous, I appre- 
hend that a generation must pass away before any profit 
can be extracted from the purple clusters; lacking which, 
in these degenerate days, the most delightful or utilitarian 
avocations speedily languish and cease to interest. 

The herds of wild horses form a feature peculiar to this 
valley. They are of a splendid breed, and up to tins pe- 
riod have been suffered to increase and multiply without 
interference or molestation, as the rancheros raise their 
own stock, and prefer the trouTde of rearing arid training 
them to the labour and danger of catching and taming the 
fiery quadrupeds of nature s nurturing. I have heard seve- 
ral glowing descriptions of them, as they come proudly 
careering about a band of travellers, with flowing manes 
and streaming tails, swooping over the plain with incou- 
*ceivable fleetnoss, and gradually diminishing the circle, as, 
subsiding into their stately trot, they approach the strangers, 
snorting wildly, devouring them with their brilliant distended 
eyes, and manoeuvring around them in graceful cuiwes, un- 
til, after having satiated their curiosity, they rush off with 
the rapidity and noise of the- whirlwind, as if actuated by a 
simultaneous impulse. There is no animal in animated 
nature to compare, for beauty, symtnetr}% or spirit, with the 
horse ; nor can I conceive any spectacle of moving life so 
magnificent, so imposing, as die grand, proud abandon of a 
herd of those noble animals. 

I will endeavour to compensate the reader for my mei^e- 
ness of description by a few brief transcripts, which, for rea- 
sons before adverted to in these pages, may, perhaps, be 
regarded as ovcr-Win*mly coloured, though in the main cor- 
I’cct. Colonel Fi’cmont, who has become a pemianent 
settler in the valley, thus describes it; — 

“ The valley of the San Joaquim is abotit three hundred 
miles long and sixty broad, bethveen the slopes of the coast 
mountains and the Sierra Nevada, with a general elevation 
of only a few hundre«l feet above the level of the sea. It 



presents a variety of soil, from dry and unproductive to 
well-watered and luxuriantly fertile. The OMstcru (which 
is the fertile) side of the valley is intersected by nume- 
rous streams, forming large and beautiful bottoms of fertile 
land, wooded principally with white oak f Qm’rcits lomji^ 
lana), in open groves of liandsonie trees, often live an<l 
six feet in diameter and sixty to eighty feet high; only the 
larger streams, which are from fifty to one hundred and 
fifty feet wide, and drain the upper parts of tlie mountains, 
pass entirely across the valley, forming the I’nlare I-akes 
and San Joaquim liivcr, which, in the rainy season, make 
a continuous stream from the head of the valley to the bay. 
The foot-hills of the Sierra Nevadai, which limit the valley, 
make a woodland country, diversified with undulating 
grounds and pretty valleys, and watered with numerouH 
small streams, whiclx roacli only a few iniles beyond the 
hills, the sixrings which supply tliem not being copious 
enough to carry them across the plains These afford 
some advantageous spots for farms, making sometimes 
large bottoms of rich moist land. Tl)r> rolling surface of 
the hills presents sunny exposures, sheltered from the 
winds ; and having a highly favourable clirnato and suitable 
soil, are considered to ho well adapted to the cultivation of 
the grape, and will probably become the principal vine- 
growing region of Oalilbrnia. The uplands bordering the 
valleys of the largo streams arc usually w(K)ded with ever- 
green oaks, and the iiiteiTening plains are timbered witli 
groves or btdts of evergreen and white oaks. Among tin* 
prairies, or open land, the surface of die valley consists of 
low level plains, along the Tulare Lakes and JSan Joaquim 
Kiver, changing into undulating rolling ground nearer the 
foot-hills of the mountains.” 

Colonel Fremont's location in the valley is called the 
Mariposa:^ being situated on a small creek of that name, 
between the Sierra Nevada and the San Joaquim; it 
comprises ten sitios or leagues square, purebased from a 
Spanish grantee, and said to contain quartz stratifications 
both rich and extensive; so much so, that a sanguine 
public have placed tlic colonel in the cvoi-t<M>e-desired 
position of “the richest man in the world. " I have seen 
many specimens of the amalgamations from lh<‘ ^farijicsas, 
in which the golden particles are so very minute that they 
cannot well be detected with the naked eye; but the colonel 
atiinns that, on stamping and retorting, the rock yields 
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three ounces of pure metal to the pound of quartz: a per- 
centage that would certainly justify the enviable position 
his friends have assigned him, but one that will not, in 
iny mind, he realized by experiment. However, the matter 
will soon 1)6 tfisted, as he has let off some portions of his 
land to companies, who lu-e now engaged in erecting the 
necessaiT machinery. 

As a general thing, there are much larger districts of 
quartz stratifications appertaining to the valley of San Joa- 
(piim tlmn to that of Sacramento ; and in some of these the 
gold is not only combined in minute granular amalgama- 
tions, btit runs in I’ich thick cords and hunches, averaging 
to the full jis much metal as stone. These regions have 
not as yet been fully explored ; but sufficient is known to 
warrant a bedief that they are vastly extensive, and will 
constitute the gold mines of California long after all the 
present surface-picking is exliausted. 

Dr. Marsh, a gentleman of enterprise and intelligence, 
who settled in a fertile and I'omantic district near the base 
of Monte Diavolo, before there was any idea entertained 
of the hidden wealth of the country, ffius describes the 
valley of his adoption in a descriptive pamphlet; — 

“ It forms a fine iHistonil region, with a good jiroportion 
of fine land, and a very inviting field for emigration. The 
whole of this region has been imperfectly explored. Enough, 
however, is known to make it certain that it is a fertile 
country. In the valleys of the rivers which come down 
from the great Sierra Nevada, are vast bodies of pine, 
cedai’, and red- wood. The whole country east of the San 
Joaquim, and the waters of tlic Tulare Lakes, is considered 
by the best judges to be peculiarly adapted to tlie culture 
of the vine, which must necessarily become one of tlie imn^ 
cijpal resources of California'' 

This latter sentence is one to which I would fespectfully 
call the attention of Colonel Fremont, and those other 
writers and talkers who stand out for . California’s being 
essentially a corn-growing country, because it emanates 
from the pen of a geutleimm of a high order of attainments 
and a practical experimentalist, long living in the country, 
who, after trying a huge variety of crops, affirms that vine- 
growing “must necessarily become one of die principal 
agi’icultural resources of Califo\yiia;” the inference being 
evident, that it is unsuitable for most other productions. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

Prefatory Obsorrationa— CaUfornla ilrst DiscoTcred— The first Colonisation Expedi- 
tion—EaUbUshinent of the early Mlasioua— Tiuir total Number— An Outline of 
their System— Their Success in teaching Troflea and Husban'dry, and in securing 
the Friendship of the Indiana— Fratemisation of the Spaniurds :*nd Itidiaiia- -lajads 
to Intcnnarriugcs— The Period from wliich the Missions began to l>.'c’Ine Date 
of their comjilctc Subversion — Flagitious Conduct of the Government of the Day 
— Those promising Establishments hasten to Decay— Extracts— Form of Govern- 
' ment in Upper California in lii22 — Presidios, Description of— Their Strength ami 
; Duties— The Missions — Dates of Foundation— Detailed Account of their Appear- 
ance and Construction— Indian Uancheidos — Authority and Duties of the Reve- 
rend Fathers — Extent of the Missions — NutubiT of Indians attached to them 
, — Natural Habits of the Indians — The geuerai Productions of tho Missions— They 
cstablisli a Conniierce in the Exportation of tlules — Inlaml Towns, tlieir Number 
and Social Distinctions - A luusvineuts--- Fecundity of the Whites in California — 
Ports and Commerce— Value of their Exports. 

As tlio next branch ot‘ uiy ram bit's lakt^s a southerly direc- 
tion througli the valleys t)t* Sau Jose aiitl San Juan, where 
the native Culiforuiau is still to be loiiud following his 
peaceful pastoral avocations amidst the wreck of liis early 
institutions, i* think a few ]»relutory iciuaiks w ill not be 
out of place, together with a short extract from an obser- 
vant and accomplished Spanish writer, show ing tlio state 
and condition of tho country in wh» u Mexican iude- 

pendence w’us tlioroiighly establi.shcd. 

Alta California was discovered in 1 5 IS by Cabrillo, an 
adventurous Spanish navigator, who effected a landing on 
the coast somewhere about where San I)i(*go now stands,, 
and first held intercourse with tlie wild aboriginal inhabi- 
tants of the countiy, planting the standard of Christianity 
on its remote and lonely shores ; but it was not until the 
close of the last* century, in 1709, that it was regularly 
colonised by Spaniards, the first properly organised expe- 
dition having been got up in 1708, muler tbe auspices o£ 
Father Junipera Serra, l*refect of the College of San Fer- 
nando, in Mexico, and commanded by Hon Caspar da 
Portala, which arrived in the following J unc, in two divi- 
sions, contiguous to the point of original discovery; and 
►from that period lUcay be dated its connection with Spain 
and Mexico, which afterwtiirds held it in a state of inter- 
mittent subjection, until the late con truest by the United 
States. 
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At the above juncture commenced the systematic; con- 
version and enlightenment of the natives, a Mission being 
immediately founded, about two leagues from San Diego, 
called San Diego de Alcala, and others, in quick succes- 
sion, at other favourable points, under the protection of 
jtresidioa (arm^d posts), until, as appears by a report from 
the viceroy to the king, dated at Mexico, Si 7 th December, 
1793, there were thirteen in active, useful operation, which 
numl>er was subsequently augmented to twenty-one. In- 
ducements were held out to the natives to come in and 
settle closely around tliem, those that remained fractious 
and troublesome being chastised and kept under by tlio 
military. But the great majority, without much persua- 
sion, came to reside in rancherias (villages) prepared for 
their reception, where they w'ere initiated into the truths 
of revealed religion, tx*aiued to labour on the Mission lands, 
and educated and instmcted in many of the most useful 
practical trades and sciences ; amongst which that of agri- 
culture was pursued with such skill aud industry, that its 
products amazed the enterprising Vancouver and the scien- 
tific Humboldt, Grain sufficient for their wants was raised 
froiti the soil by the aid of irrigation; vegetable husbandly', 
by the same means, yielded a superabundance; fruitful 
orchards crowded with eveiy variety of tropical fruit, teem- 
ing vineyards with profuse clusters of the finest flavoured 
grapes, and large thriving herds of imported breeds, sur- 
rounded the establishments of the holy fatliers, who, by 
their suavity and benevolence, so attached tliose children 
of nature to them, that they iniled and controlled them 
wilhout the exercise of any iiiisome restraint. They gradually 
extended the sphere of their influence until tlie whole length 
laid hreadtli of the country came within their gentle sway, 
induoing the natiN'es in the most remote fastnesses to for- 
sake their savage haunts and habits, in order to participate 
in the benefits of the new order of things. The aborigi- 
nes conformed so readily to Spanish customs, and became 
so socially amalgamated, that the new lay-settlei’s did not 
hesitate to strengthen the chain of connection by frequent 
intermarriages, the more especially as, at the commence- 
ment, there was little, if any, female immigration from die 
Vld country. 

The march of progressive civilisation and improvement 
received its first check on the declaration of Mexican inde- 
Iiendence, when, with the officious zeal peculiar to most 
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revolutionary governments, the new Mexican nilers called 
in question the nature and extent of Mission grants, arro- 
gating a power of interference^ and a temper, at once incon- 
sistent witli tlieir original rights and iininiuiitits and the 
continuous prosperity of those inslitutiohs. The reverend 
fathers bore up against those usurpations and injuries witli 
truly Christian fortitude and forbearance, submitting witli 
uncomplaining resignation to the most wanton acts of spo- 
liation, which alienated from them the fairest portions of 
their reclaimed domains. Nor <lid they abate in the 
slightest their philanthropic labtmrs until when one 
of the many internal revolutions and political changes of 
govertiment occurred, bringing in its train a series of fresh 
changes and innovations, whicli sanctioned the destruction 
of the Mission establishments, by the arbitrary secularisa- 
tion of their lands and tenements, ami even the peremj)- 
tory distribution of their cattle and stores. A corrupt and 
degenerate government pensioned its local minions and 
rapacious partisans by countenancing and enforcing this 
.system of wholesale plunder and devtistation, as unjust as 
it was impolitic ; for the reverend fathers, seeing they could 
make no hea^l against the nefarious current, for the most 
part retired from the countiy, or abandoned their smiling 
establishments, which, from being model hives of indj|istry 
and order, soon began to decay and rebtpstj into tlieir origi- 
nal state of barrenness; the Indian neophytes I’etuniiiig to 
primitive barbarism, and even the ypiy temples of God 
participating in the universal and deplomble decay. 

The following are the extracts alluded to in tlie early 
part of the chapter, which will be found to blend illustra- 
tively with the experiences of ray short tour in the pastoral 
regions of Califoniia, and convey as full a summary of tlie 
histoiy of the country as may satisfy the general reader; 
for its earliest historical epoch may be strictly said to date 
/rom the founding of the first Mission. nnl(?ss we go liack 
to barbaric traditions and superstitions : — 

** Upi>er California, on account of its small population, 
not being able to become a State of the gi'cat Mexican 
Republic, takes the ebameter of a territory, the govern- 
ment of which is under the charge of a coimnandant- 
general, wdio t?xercises tlie (diarge of a superior ]>olitical 
chief, whose attributes defend entirely upon tne President 
of the Republic and the General Congress ; but to amplify 
the legi^ation of its centre, it has a deputation made up 
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of seven vocals, the half of these individuals being removed 
every two years; the superior political chief presides at 
their sessions ; the inhabitants of tlie territoiy are divided 
amongst the presidios, Missions, and towns. 

“ The necessity of protecting the apostolic predication 
M as the obligah)ry reason for forming the presidios, which 
were established according to ch’cumstances. That of San 
Diego M'as the first- — Sarihi Barbara, Monterey, and San 
Francisco afterwards; the forms of all of them are nearly 
the samci — and that is, a square containing about two hun- 
dred yards on each point, formed of a weak wall made of 
mud bricks ; its height may be four yards in the interior 
of the square, and built on to some wall; in its* entire 
circumference are a chapel, storehouses, and houses for the 
commandant, ofticers, and troops, having at the entrance 
of tlie presidio quarters for a corj}s de garde. 

“ These buildings in the presidios, at the first idea, ap- 
pear to have been sufficient, the only object being for a 
defence against a surprise from the Gentiles, or wild 
Indians, in the immediate vicinity ; but this cause having 
ceased, 1 believe they ought to be demolished, as they ara 
daily threatening a complete ruin, i^nd, from the very limited 
spaces of-habitation, must be very incommodious to those 
wlio^ inhabit them. As to the exterior of the presidios, 
several private individuals have built some very decent, 
houses, and having evinced great emulation in this branch 
of business, I have no doubt tliat in a short time we shall 
see very considerable towns in California. 

“ At the distance of one, or, at most, two miles from tho 
presidio, and near to the anchoring-ground, is a fort, which 
has a few pieces of artillery of small calibre. The situation 
of the most of them is very advantageous for the defence 
of the port, though the form of the w^alls, esplanades, and 
otlier imperfections which may be seen, make them very 
insignificant. 

“ The battalion of each presidio is made up of eighty dr 
more horse-soldiers, called cueros; besides these, it has a 
number of auxiliary troops, and a detachment of artilleiy; 
the commandant of each presidio is the captain of its re- 
spective company, and besides the intervention, military 
and political, he has charge of all things relating to the 
marine department. 

“ The Missions contained in the territory are twenty-one. 
They were built at difierent epochs; that of San Diego> 
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bein^ the first, was built in 1709: its disianct? from the 
presidio of the sumo name is two leagues. 'Die vest were 
built successively, according to circnmstan<*es*an(l necessi- 
ties; the last one was founded in the year under the 

name of San Francisco Dolore.s, and is th<i most norilu vn 
of them all. 

“ The edifices in some of the Missions are nioi*e e^ ten- 
sive than in others, but in form lliey are <i.?:iv]y ;dl equal ; 
they are fabricated of mud -bricks, and ihe di\isious are 
according to necessity. In all of them may be found (Mim- 
modious habitations for tlie ministers, sfcoiv liouses to kiuip 
their goods in, proportional granaries, odic(‘s for soap- 
inakere, weavers, blacksmiths, and large p^ivlerres, and 
horse and cattle pens, independent apartments for Indian 
youth of each sex, and all sneh tiHices as were? necessary 
at the time of its institution; contiguous to, and coimmini- 
cating with the former, is a church, forming a part of the 
edifices of each Mission. They are all very proportionable, 
and ornamentedwil.il ])ro fusion. 

The Indians resale about two hiuclred yards distant 
from the above-mentioned cilifice; this place is called the 
‘ llancheria.’ Most of tin? Missions are mad<* u]) of very 
reduced quarters, built with mini bricks, forming streets; 
while in others the Indians have been allowed to follow 
their primitive customs, their dwellings being a sort of huts 
in a conical shape, which, at the most, <lo not o\(*(’ed four 
yards in diameter, and the top of the coiic may he c'Icivatod 
three yards. 'J’hey arc built of rough sticks, covered witli 
bulrushes or gi’ass in such a manner as to (iompletoly jiro- 
tect the inhabitants from all tlie iiiclcuncmtles of the wea- 
ther. In my opinion, these, raneberias are the most 
adequate to the natural uncleanliness of the Indians, as 
the families often renew them, burning the old ones, and 
immediately building others with the greatest facility. Op- 
posite the raiic]u‘rii!,.s, and near to the Missions, is to be 
tound a small garrison, with proportionate rooms fv>r a cor- 
poral and five soldiers, with their families. 1'his small 
gamson is quite sutfic.ient to prevent any atteiufit of the 
Indians from taking ofiect, there having been some exam- 
ples made ivhich cause the Indians to respect this small 
force. One of these piquets in a has a double 

object besides keeping the Indians in subjection; they mu 
post with a monthly correspondence, oi* with any oxtraor- 
dinaries tliat may be necessary for government. 
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“All the Missions in this California are under the 
charge of religious men, of the order of San Francisco; 
at the present time tlieir number is twenty-seven, all of an 
advanced age. Pjach Mission has one of these fathers for 
its administrator, and he holds absolute authority. The 
tilling of tlie ground, the gatliering of the harvest, the 
slaughtering of cattle, the weaving, and eveiytliing that 
concerns the Mission, are under the direction of the fathers, 
without any other person interfering in any way whatever; 
so that, if one Mission has the good fortune to be superin 
tended by an industrious and discreet padre, the Indians 
enjoy in abundance all tiie real necessaries of life. At the 
same time tlie nakedness and misery of any one Mission 
are palpable proofs of the inactivity of its director. The 
Missions extend their possession from one extropity of 
the territory to the other, and have made the limits of one 
Mission from tliose of another. Though they do not re- 
quire all this land for agriculture and*the maintenance of 
their stock, they have appropriated the whole, always 
strongly opposing any individual who may wish to settle 
himself or his family on any piece of land between them ; 
but it is to be hoped, from the new^ system of legislation, 
and the necessity of augmenting private property, tliat the 
* people of reason’ will cause tlie government to take such 
adequate measures as will conciliate the interests of all. 
Amongst all tlie Missions, there are from twenty-one 
thousand to twenty-two thousand Catholic Indians; but 
each Mission has not an equal or proportionate share in 
its congregation : some have three thousand or four thou- 
sand, while others have scarcely four hundred; and at this 
difference may be computed tlie riches of the Missions in 
proportion. Besides the number of Indians already spoken 
of, each Mission has a number of Gentiles, who live 
chiefly on the farms annexed to tlie Missions : the number 
of them is undetermined. 

“ The Indians are naturally filthy and careless, and tlieir 
understanding is -very limited in the small arts ; they are 
not deficient in ideas of imitation, but they never will be 
inventors. Their true character is that of being revenge- 
ftil and timid ; consequently they are very mucli addicted 
to treachery. They have no knowledge of benefits re- 
ceived, and ingratitude is common amongst them. The 
education they receive in their infancy is not the proper 
one to develope tlieir reason, and if it Avere, 1 da not be- 



lieve them capable ot any good impression. All these 
Indians, whether from the continual use of the sweat- 
house, or fx‘om their filthiness, or the little ventilation in 
their habitations, ai*o weak and exicrvated. Spasms and 
rlicuinatism, to which tliey are so nuicli subject, are the 
consecpiences of their customs; but what most iUjares 
them, and prevents propagation, is an imported diseiise, 
which most of them have very strong!} . cleavly proving 
that their humours are predisposed to receiving the impres- 
sions of that contagion. From this reason maybe deduced 
the enormous difference between the births and deaths, 
which, without doubt, is oue-tenth per yeiu* in favour of the 
latter; but the missionaries do tdl in their power to prevent 
this, with respect to the catechumensi situated near them. 

“The general productions of the Missions arc the bi'eed 
of the larger class of cattle, sheep, and horses; wheat, maize 
or Indian corn, beans, peas, and other vegetables; thiougli 
the productions of the Missions situated more to the souSi- 
ward are moie extensive, these producing tlte graj)e and 
olive in great abundance. Of all these artiides of produc- 
tion, the most lucrative are the large cattle, their hides and 
tallow atibrding an active commerce with foreign vessels on 
tins coast, this being the only the inhabitants, mis- 

sionaries, and private individuals, have of supjdying their 
actual necessities. For this reason they give tiiis branch all 
the impulse they possibly can, and on it generally place all 
tlieir attention. 

“It is now six years since they began to gaUmr in hides 
and tiillow for commerce. Formerly tliey merely took care 
of as many, or as much, as they re(|uiied for tluur own pri- 
vate use, and the rest was thrown away as useless; but at 
tlxis time, the actual number of hides sold annually, on 
board of foreign vessels, amount to thirty tliousand or forty 
thousand, and about the same amount of arrobas (twenty- 
five pounds) of tallow ; and in pursuing their pi’e.sent me- 
thod, there is no doubt but in three or four years the 
amount of the exportation of each of these articles will be 
doubled. Flax, linen, wine, olive-oil, grain, and other agri- 
cultural productions, would be more extensive if tliera 
were stimulants to excite industry; but this not being the 
case, thei'c is just grain enough sown imd reaped for the 
consumption of the inhabitants in the tevritoiT. 

“The towns contained in the district are three, the most 
populous being that of Angeles, which has about twelve 
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hundred souls; that of St. Joseph’s of Guadalupe inav 
conbiin six hundred; and the village of Branciforte, two 
hundred. They are all formed imperfectly, and v;ithout 
order, each person having built his own house on tb.- > not 
he thought most convenient for himself. The first of tlr jo 
pueblo’s is governed by its coiTesponding bodv of lUiii::.-. 
trates, comi)osed of an ah^alde, or judge, four regidoi »i 
municipal officers, a syndic, and 'secretary; the second, 
an alcalde, tw'o rogidores, a syndic, and secretary; and th 
third, on account of the smallness of its population, is ^ 
ject to tlie coinraandancia of Monlevey. 

“The inhabitants of the towns are white, and, to distin- 
guish them from the Indians, aivi /ulgaidy called people of 
reason. The numbev of these contained in the territory 
may he nearly five thousand. These fanii]i( 3 s are divided 
among the pueblos and presidios; they are nenrly all the 
descendants of a small numher of individinds wlio came 
from the Mexican country — some as settlers, others in the 
sen ico of the army — acc^ompanied by their wives and some 
few foreigners. In the limited space of little more than 
fifty years the present generation has been formed. 

“The whites ar(3 in general a robust race, healthy and 
well made. Some of them are occupied in hree<Uug and 
raising cattle, and cultivating sujall (luantitios of wheat 
and beans; but for w'ant of sufficient land, for which they 
cannot obtain a rightful owiiei*ship, and th^' difficulties of 
irrigatioij, their labours arci very limited. <;rhers dedicate 
fliemselves to the s^*rvico of arms. All the presidial com- 
panies are composed of natives of the counti-y, but the most 
of them are entirely indolent, it being very rare for any 
individual to strive to augment his fortune. Dancing, horse- 
Tiding, and gambling, occupy all their time. Tlie^arts are 
entirely unknown, and I am doubtful if there is any one 
individual who exercises any ti’ade. Vciy few understand 
letters, and only the simple sciences are practised amongst 
them. 

“ The fecundity of the people of reason is extreme. It is 
Tery rare to find a married couple with less than five or six 
<5hildren, while there are hundreds who liave from twelve 
to fifteen. Veiy few of tlicm die in their youth, and on 
reaching a moderate age, are sure jto sec their grand- 
children. The age of eighty and one hundred has always 
been common in this climate Most infirmities are un- 
known amongst them, and the freshness and robustness of 
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The people showtlie beneficial influences of the climate; 
the women, in ])ai ticuhir, have always the I’oses stamped 
on their rdieehs, I'liis beimtiful species nre, without doubt, 
the jnosi ef’tive and laborious, ext reisin;^ all tlieir vi;^dlanoe 
:n th* iuties of tin* house, the e.h-anliness ol their childivn, 
ai.d .!•* ‘iitioij to their hiisbiinds, tledieating aii their leisure 
0.. oiei ■' i‘) some kind of occupation that maybe useful 
‘ we- ♦ ii’ luaintonance; then* clouiin^ alv.Uvs clean 
-tud ’U. nakedness beiuj;- entirely iiiikiiown among 
• ithoi s. 

“'l\“ CO are four ports, principal hays, in this territory, 
wlui ii rake iho names of the c.oiTt •^}>on«ling presidios. The 
he.'r.t -^Mardeti . that of San that (d’ Stin b’rancisco 

has many advaT!ra;;«-.s: Hanta ii.ti i^ara is but middling in the 
h*.‘sr. ]'!irts, at oiiui alwav'^ bad. Ik sicU^s the above- 

je ;*nii.m<jd }d’’ien> •». essels s<.uinei iiYc'-, ;.nclioY- at. Sfmta Cruz, 
I'ian i.ei,^ ( bis])o " Refugio, San Redro, and San Juan, 
that they ijn«y ob.ani tlm prodnc.wons ot the ^Missions 
nearest these last-mentioned places; )nit, from an order 
sent hy the minister of war, and ch cule.n.tl by tlu; com- 
mandant- general, we are given to und( isrand that no 
foreign vessel is permitted to anchor at any of these places, 
Monterey only excepted. The eommatalaut-gencral has 
allowed the first three principal ports to r(mniin open 
provisionally; were it not so there woubi undoubtedly he 
an end to all ocunniorce with California, as i will r(uiekly 
show. ^ 

“The only motive that induces foieign vessels to v’sit 
this coast is for the. hides and tallow which they bar or for 
in the territory. It is well known that in any oi‘ tliese ports 
there is no possibility of realising any money, for here it 
does not circulate ; the goods imported hy the foreign ves- 
sels are intended to facilitate the purcliase of the aforesaid 
articles, it being known that the Missions have no interest 
in money, hut rather .such goods as arti necessary for the 
Iiftiians; so that several persons Avho have brought good.s 
to sell for nothing but money, have not been able to sell 
tliem. It will appear veiy extraordinary that money should 
not he appreciated in a country where its value is so well 
known; but the reason may be easily perceived by attend- 
ing to the circumstances of the territory. 

“The quantity of hides giUht-red annually is about thirty 
thousand or forty thousand, and tlie arrobas of tallow, with 
very little difference, will be about the same. Averaging the 

o 
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prke of each article at two dc^lars, we shall see tliat the in^ 
trinsic value in annual circulation in California is one hun- 
dred and forty thousand dollars; this sum, divided between 
twenty-one Missions, will give ejich one six thousand sLx 
himdred and sixty-six dollars. Supposing the only pro- 
duction of the country converted into money, with what 
would tlie Indians bo clothed, and by what means would 
they be able to buy a thousand, other necessaries? Money 
is useful in amplifying speculations ; but in California, as 
yet, there aio no speculations, and its productions are barely 
euihcient for tihe absolute necessary consumption. The 
same comparison may be made with respect to private in- 
dividuals, who are able to gather a few hides and a few 
arrobas of tallow, tliese being in small quantities.” 


CHAPTER XX. 

start for San Jos^—Descrlptlon of the Steamer — Uncomfortable Fix*' — The Fba- 
•age...Appaaranee of Sie Paaiangers in the Morning — Aspect of the Country^ 
TSie JBm^waidero^A Yanfeae Version of the Navigation Lawa~.Tho Plainui to 
: the PiuHo^-Outskirts of the CapHaU— The Capital itsclf^Tbe Catholic CbaisK— 
The Easter Festiv^^How it is ceIobraitecl.^Easter Sunday Morniog.»..Tfae Spa- 
nish Garrets — Spanish Fashions, Customs, and Costumes — The Congregation — 
Beauty of tho Females — The Men look n Mixed Breed — Introduced to an Irish 
Gentieman— Meet some old Acquaintances~Number of Irish Settlers in the Valley 
Tbeir great and uniform Frosp^ty — Curious Enigma — English and Scotch 
Setaers. 

I obioikai.lt intended travelling by land to Ban Jose, as I 
expected the company of an agreeable friend, familiar witli 
the route; but as he was detained by a sudden call of busi- 
ness, I chose tile water as the more preferable mode of 
rsaching it, there being a small steamer on the station; 
not, in^ed, very attractive in appearance or accommoda- 
tion, for she was shaped more lili a vat than a boat; pro- 
pelled by a wheel aft the rudder; the machinery, boiler and 
all, standing right in the centre of the only apartment she 
contained, where the whole of the passengers were hud- 
dled together, broiling with their own animal heat and that 
of the fumace, breathing an atmosphere of escaped steam 
and grease, and in constant bodily danger of l^ing lugged 
In asoieogst the wheels, cranks, and pistons. G^irty dollars 
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was the fare; and after her lantil there was no noiore 
standing room, we found she was so fast aground that we 
should be compelled to wait till next tide. As we oouM 
not land, the water being so shallow about us tlmt no boats 
could approach, and no one disposed for a bout at 

mud-larking, there was notiihig for it but patience, resi^a- 
tion, and the pastime of relieving legs for six hours, whidi 
was not very agreeable, as might be conjee tiuH^d irum the 
tact that ' tlie vessel took a list, "wliich made our fbotiug 
somewhat precarious. The few seats on boai*d were occu- 
pied by ladies, who constituted tahlmm'! rivam of a series 
of individiial satires on the lady who sat ou tlie monument. 

Had we been enabled to start in the morning, we would 
have had daylight with us to our destination ; but as it was, 
tlie shades of evening enveloped us in theii* sonjbre veil be- 
fore we got half-way down the bay; the lower part of which 
is so studded with shoals that we had to grope our way 
slowly, with the lead t»ver each bow, until we got to the 
mouth of the river — ^a narrow, tortuous stream, where the 
current with the ebb was nearly a imitoh for our horse- 
power; so that the nine miles to the embarciMlero occu- 
pied us nearly as many hours in accomplishing it. T aever 
l||forc caidured so much fatigue,^ of so unusual a nature ; 
Voiding twenty hours without room to sneers* or draw a 
full inhalation; and as the moniiiigs sun ixvealed the 
aspect of the group, 1 think 1 never within the same corn- 
pass saw so many woe-begouo visages, grimy and greasy to 
an extent that almost puzzled ideritihcatiou. I sino^ly 
felt for the (mibarrassmcnt of the ladies, who were ?evi- 
dently suffering in the thrf»es of exposure, rightly ooii,}ec- 
turing that the delicate tints of their A olvet cheeks had 
contracted the hue of the filthy varnish, wiiich w'as nowise 
improved by the nervous application of cambric. 1 have 
remai’ked ladies as they emerged from the gaseous glare of 
the ball-room into the (dear critical light of day; but the 
cAmplexional transfusion on board the steamer outdid all 
comparison. 

The country on each side of tlie river (the Santa Clara) 
up to the embarcadero is low, and covered with tuk, 
scarcely furnishing a patch of pasture the entire way. 
Nevertheless, its dreariness was r^ieved by the scenery in 
the background, where the green verdure of wild oafcs and 
bfudey decked the mountains to their summits, and dark 
ravines-, wooded witii fine timber, intersected their sides, 
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marking the course of the waters that hurry down them in 
the rainy season. At the point of debarcation, the river, 
at low water, is barely wide enough for two ships to lie 
alongside each other; and, ns usual, there is a town laid 
out there, with its lines of embryo streets and squares 
ostentatiously indicated. But speculation had not taken 
root in building, beyond some half-dozen houses. The prin- 
cipal trade of the place is storage-vending, boarding and 
lodging being vexatiously engrossed by an old British ship 
belonging to Belfast, which was towed up, dismantled; and 
though not exactly fited up in the style of Trajan’s palace, 
on the Lake of Nemi, still so far excelled tlie establish- 
ments on shore in comfort and accommodation, that she 
left them without a customer: a piece of monopoly so pro- 
voking to Yankee cupidity, that they applied to the autho- 
rities for an injunction to restrain her proprietors from 
carrying on business on board of her, on the score that it 
was an infraction of the navigation Liws; and it would not 
'Surprise me one wliit if the executive ban were placed on 
this “ sheer hulk,” embedded in the mud, without either 
mast or rudder, as British subjects are sure to have a free 
interpretation of this restrictive code when it jars with the 
intemsts of native Americans. There will be no difiiciilj| 
in making her out to be a foreign bottom,” and her doii^ 
a business by gangway Avith either bank of the river can be 
easily construed into a “ coasting trade.” 

From the erabarcadero to the pueblo (town) of San Jos6 
is eight miles, commencing the fertile portion of the lovely 
valley of that name, Avbicli is chiefly settled by natives of 
the “ sea-girt isles.” The plain is devoid of timber, except 
along the several aiToyos (rivulets) that meander through 
it, the courses of which ai'c indicated by liandsome belts of 
oak and sycamore ; but along the base of the mountains by 
which it is bounded, deep giwes of pine, oak, and red- 
wood, of immense magnitude, are to be found. On each 
hand, as you travel towards the pueblo, may be seen han8- 
some, comfortable ranchos in picturesque situations, and 
large herds of the finest cattle feeding over the finest jias- 
ture. More, closely approaching the town, you meet some 
neat modern villas, with handsome enclosures and well- 
cultivated gardens : suburbs that would lead you to expect 
a place of eorresponiug taste a&d regularity; hut in this I 
was completely disappointed, for it is a scatt^ed, incon- 
gruous collection of poor houses, having for ns nucleus, 
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like most Spanish towns, a plaza or square, the oUiei* 
buildings and dwellings being erected at the caprice of the 
proprietors, without any idea or desire of order or regula- 
rity; and if I were to subtract all those of recent construc- 
tion, evidently the work of the late settlers, it would be a 
place of utter insignificance. The majority of die old 
Spanish houses are of the rudest and simplest construction, 
tlie walls being composed of stout hurdles, wliich constitute 
the standards of a rough wicker-work, that is plastered 
coai’sely over with adhesive clay, covered in with tule thatch, 
or hides, an apron of which answers for a window-shutter, 
for in that class they do not aspire to the use of glass : u 
hide, also, is generally substituted fur a door. Tliere ui’e 
some few houses that can boast a second story, built of 
adobe bricks, Jiiid roofed with tiles, supplied in the palmy 
days of the Missions, in which the better order reside; 
but altliougli they are comfortabk* and commodious, they 
scarcely look respectable, bearing tliose marks of sloth and 
negligence which apperhiiii to eveiy thing thid bills witliin 
tlie province of the male population lu that country; for the 
only things the ]\lexi<‘«u cares to take any trouble about 
are the trappings and accoutrements of his sadille-horse. 

The Oatholic chapel, occupying the c< ntre of tlie plaza, 
is the principal feature of the city, if not for beauty, at 
least for dimensions; and so slight is its afiiuity to any ec 
clesiastical order <.»f arcliitecture, that, wore it not for the 
religicms emblem of Christianity that stands con«picuously 
oil the ax)ex of its gable, a stranger wimltl lu; more likely 
to rtct it down as a great, unsightly barrack or barn. It is 
built of adobe bricks, with walls tibout four fccL thick; it is 
one hundred and fifty feet long, and only twenty four feet 
wide, about the proportionate widtli of a single aisle; witli 
two ti’ansepts, like arms broken otT at the elbows, which 
are, if possible, still more awkwardly disproportionate; 
while the vast S2)ace of d(*ad-wall on each side is only re- 
lieved by four apertures intended for windows, about four 
feet by two; so that it neither requires a w'oodcut nor a 
laborious effort of imagination to conjure uj) an idea of the 
clumsy figure it cuts in its conspicuous position. There 
is no attempt at internal decoration: it is roughly white 
washed, and the walls are hung here and there with 
Scriptural prints, execub*d in the coarsest style of art, 
daubed over in the most slovenly manner. The flooring is 
so badly joined, that a walking-cane might drop down 
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betwixt ike slits, while even the altar and railings around 
it look more like teniporary matee^ahifits dtan the deliberate 
efforts of a tradesman. 

I happened to be in San Jose during Easter, which great 
Christiaa festival is eele][»rated there in a two-fold manner, 
the rural inhabitants flocking in to take part in the religioi^ 
ceremonies, md aajoying themselves in dancing, horse- 
racing, and bulbhghting; but this latter pastime has been 
lately d:iscontinued in Upper California, having receded 
widiin the limits of Sonora and Mexico, The pueblo, on 
Easter Sunday morning, was throiiged with a gay and 
motley crowd : carretct8,''<^ driven by Indian vaqmros (herds), 
momentarily arriving with family groups, who immediately 
retired, either to the house of an acquaintance or to the 
rear of some garden, to change their travelling attire for 
splendid dresses of the richest Chinese silks, which fitted 
their fine forms with the greatest accuracy; members of 
the wealtiiier class dashed in at intervals in light curricles, 
whisked along by spirited horses; young eaballeros gallop- 
ing at full speed, and those blessed with sehoras adopting 
a xnore sober pace, the fair dame sitting in front, reclining 
in the bend of her partner’s arm, with which he holds a 
parasol, wliile with the other he manages the horse. Tlic 
mongrel costume, which has lately been gaining favour 
amongst them, was, on this occasion, altogether discaided, 
and the pure, unmixed Spanish fashions were adopted by 
the natives; eaballeros using tlieir steepIc>'Crowned som- 
breros, bright-coloured ponchos and sempes, velvet calzo- 
neras, thickly studded with small silver buttons, loose white 
cambric oalzoncillas, and buff boots of undressed leather, 
to which were attached the enormous spurs pecidiar to 
the country^ with rowels as large as a cockade, trailing 

* The earreta is the ancient Spanish cart, and certainly the most ill- 
contrived vehicle it is possible to imagine. It is constructed from a 
long heavy pieee of timber, reaching in the centre ilrom the end. all the 
way out to the oxen’s heads, answering the purpose of a pole, aiid U 
roughly morticed into a strong, clumsy, transverse beam, placed exactly 
in the centre of the body, which constitutes the axle; side and end 
beomis being rudely affixed to sustain the flnune, of a scantling so 
heavy that they make a load of themselves without any freight. The 
whe^s are about two feet in diameter, made by cross-cutting two slices, 
eight inches thick, off the butt of a log? the hole in which the axle 
wortts is one foot in ciroumference, and not made to fit with any ap^ 
nroach to exactitude,, a huge oaken Imch^pin, with a big knob-hea^ 
keeping them in their place. The carreta is made to balance, and is 
drawn by means of a cross-bar at the end of the pole, which is attaohed 
by strong raw hide thongs to the horns of. the osem 



along Hie ground, and dangling on each side of them two 
little pendent drops of steel, that produced a perpeti^ 
“ tinkle, tinkle.” 

It was quite easy to distinguish between Uie foreign and 
native ladies, iudepeiideiitly of feature and complexion, as 
the {Spanish dames cover their ] leads with fine crape or 
silken scarfs of considej^able length, which fall gracefully on 
their shoulders, tlie ends coming to the from, and gfitJiered 
loosely in the hand, while the others wore the sliil bonnet, 
which looked prim and prudish in comparison. lu the 
drosses thei'e did not appear to be any predoiuinant or 
prevailing fashion, so far as colour was concerned, for Hxey 
w’^ere of every hue and shade, iVoin light and lively pink, 
sky-blue, and gn^en, to tlie iiku-o sombre maroon and deep 
dai‘k black. 'Ihere were no veils used, nor were the scarfs 
drawn so invidiousl}’^ close as to conceal tlie lovely coun- 
tenances, which realised all my ]>rtH*onceiveti notions of 
Spanish beauty; some radiant witJi an excess of loveVmess, 
retaining the purcj Caslilian contour and complexion, 
shrouded in redundant tresses of darkest sheen, and lit up 
W’itli dark, lustrous, soul-searching eyes, too (biz/ling to be 
encountered longer than a glance. The figures of idl were 
of the most faultless symmetry, beiuiug lh(5 impress of 
Natiu'o’s moulding, and harmonising most enchantingly 
with an unschooled dignity of mien and freedom of carriage, 
the birthright of the Spanish lady, which, associated with 
a lutive, easy graciousuess and warmtli vi maunor, render 
her the most fascinating creature of hei' sex. 

Few of the men can boast of being 

True hidalgos, free from c^ery stain 

Of Moor of Indian blood; 

for they are almost as dark as ebony, with a tcndent?y to that 
style of compressed physiognomy and distended nostril 
Hiat forms an ateibiite of the Indiftn, with wiiom, in the 
•early times of Hie settlement, Hiey intermarried and coha- 
bited; but why that sex, alone should have lost their phy- 
characteristics, while the women so remaikably retain 
them, is a question the solution of which lies too deep in 
natural economy for my comprehension. 

Long before service commenced, the congregation asr 
sembled in front of and .around the chapel, where ihere 
were refreshment-booths erected, resorted to by those who 
felt the appetising influence of a raomiiig’s drive. There 
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was* a good deal of promenading amongst the gayer por- 
tion, and conversation amongst the more grave; some 
outre Yankee fops cnishing among the groups, to stare at 
and ogle the charming sehoritas, who seemed to regard 
them with haughty disdain. However, the arrival of the 
padre put an end to the scene, all following him closely 
into the chapel ; the gentlemen taking one side, the ladies 
the other, where they spread out rugs, which wm-e used in 
lieu of seats, the more respectable portion having very rich 
’ ones, earned by pages. 

After mass I delivered some letters of introduction to 
Mr. White, a gentleman from the west of Ireland, who 
came through from Canada in 1846, and has acquired a 
large fortune and the esteem of all classes. He was alcalde 
two years in succession, and could continue in the office, 
which is both influential and lucrative ; but from tlie new 
tone of politics, and the envious spirit concomitant with 
American settlement, he has declined the re-election. He 
owns large tracts of propert}" in the neighbourhood, and 
has built a fine mansion a mile out of town, surrounded 
by a highly-cultivated garden, where, with his amiable lady 
and interesting family, he seems seated in a little terrestial 
paradise. 

I was made acquainted by IVIr. " White with several 
families from the soudi and west of Ireland, amongst whom 
I was agreeably surprised to find two, Messrs. Murray 
and Hart, who wcame from my own neighbourliood, and 
knew all about my family and connexions. Iliey kindly 
invited me to take uj) my abode at their ranchos, volun- 
teering to furnish me with horses ad lihituvi to pursue my 
rambles. 1 also beeame acquainted witli Mr; Murphy, 
who, witli Mr. Martin, from tlie County Wexford, has accu- 
mulated great wealth there, and become a leviathan landed 
proprietor. Mr. Murphy’s sons have five independent 
establishments and extensive ranchos in the most favoured 
portions ; and tliere are many other Irish settlers scattered 
through it, all of whom, without an exception, are not 
merely comfortable, but extremely affluent; yet at home 
they were, according to their own acknowledgment, miser- 
able strugglers on Ihe confines of destitution, and some of 
them the victims of the barbarous system of exterminating 
eviction, driven from their hovels , and patches of land as 
if they were vermin that marred fertility — ^loathsome ob- 
jects ffiat pained the delicate eye of the landlord; relent- 



DIGGINGS OF CALIFOBNU. 317 

lessly persecuted on the pretext that their ignorance and 
sloth were innate and unconquerable, and their dispositions 
prone to savage cruelty; that tliey were devoid of any am- 
bition to improve their circumstances, and shameless reci- 
pients of parochial reli^. 

Well, those exiles of Erin, once settled in a country 
exempt from the infatuation and pettifogging tyivonny of 
autocratic landlords and hostile iiiagisti ah ,.f, »ouii became 
inspired with natural aspirations of indepeuduiice, which 
quickly dispelled the torpor of indiifcrence, stimulating 
industry with the assurance of its just requital into con- 
tinuous and prosperous exertions. Whore tlu' late inmate 
of a workhouse, seeing before him liis reward, sets zea- 
lously to work to earn it, bi-iugi ug to bear a cheerful 
energy, all the more active from its long c,ourse of un- 
natural rejnession, and an ijitelligenee sullieumtly quick 
and conijjreheusive to direct it into profitable pursuits, 
this new era in his life; gives a coiitradietioii to the 
calumny on his sell-ri^speet; h>r tlw'- luau who at homo, 
iindor the constraint of circumstances, sought the aid of 
the rclieving-othcer, was here, transformed into tlie generous 
dispenser of hospitality, and being interested in tJje peace 
and progress of society, became a \ohnitary promoter of 
law and order, instead ol‘ a wild and reckless <iisciple of 
I'ehellioii. 

How is it that those results eannot be l>iOUgIjt about in 
the land of his nativity? Surely change elijuate has no 
influence in devcdoping those desii'able atlributtis. There 
is IK) natural element peculiar to Ireland adverse to their 
growth and propagation. Ts'o; we ruusl s<>(.‘k in tin? humai> 
laws of the country, and the vicious social relations, espe- 
cially those of landlord and tenant, for the germ of those 
evils which make a useless and discontented citizen of tlie 
bold peasant, and, in banishing him from the home of his 
heart, convert him into a foreign enemy. 

•There are also many English and Scotch settlers in tlie 
valley, some dating their settlement so far back as twenty- 
live yeju's; all of them wealthy and large landowners, 
Mr. Forbes, in addition to his other possessions, being 
proprietor of the quicksilver mines, tlie richest in the 
world. In fact, what between the old Spanish residents, 

. and the claims purchased Jby and gninted to natives of 
Great Britain, there is very little room for any tresii emi- 
grants: a .state of things that has set the Yankees a-grum- 



A THBOU0H XBB 


blmg above thebr brea^ grudging ihe fakeat section of 
their newly-acquired country to strangers and interlopers/’ 
while some of them, taking advantage of ^e transition 
state of the country, and the questionable nature of tide, 
audaciously squatted themselves On the most improved 
portions of the old settlers’ propei-ty, trusting to time, 
chance, and the assistance of their brodier Yankees, should 
need be, to cohfinn* them in their possessions. However, 
a summary eviction by one of the Messrs. Murphy, assisted 
by a posse comitatm of his friends, nipped the squatting 
movement in tlie bud, and sent tliose lawless vagabonds 
to the right-about. 


CHAPTER XXI. 

TtM Mmision-lioute Hotd— CWlc FropensiUos of San Jo«6 Sqoirrds—Seliar Don 
Aittonio SuSol-^Ilis Garden^-VinejArd, and Home-made Winea— Meet othernoble 
Spaniards there*— Horse-racing in California — Electioneering and Sporting on 
E(^flter Monday— .The Course — Spanish Amenity v. American Budencas— The 
Race— The Victors and the Vanquished— A Yanhee Drlnhlng Match — Monte 
Dealing — A C/'allfomian BaR — The Senate and the Assembly — T4eglBlative Furni- 
ture land Fixins—*^ Wait for a Pause”— Mode of Discussion— Dinner Hour— Cle^ 
and Meaeengors. 

During my stay iu tlie pueblo I took up my abode at tlie 
Mansion-house, a new hotel, built on tlie speculation of its 
being the stopping-place of the members of tlie senate and 
assembly, and those otidcials whom the affairs of govern- 
ment necessarily draw to the capital. It is immeasurably 
the best hotel in California, fully equal to those in the 
States, and was quite full during my sojourn, as botli 
houses were in session; but after their adjournment its 
business must be very limited, as is the general trade of 
town, which may be readily conceived when noticing 
the fact that ground scpiirrels (an animal nearly as timid 
os our rabbit) burrow in the plaza, and gambol about 
without any fear or apprehension. 

I had tlie honour of introduction to Sefior Don Antonio 
Sufiol, a Spaniard of the highest family, whose household 
establishment is becomingly regujated. His garden, though 
not adjusted in tlie trim English style, contains a great 
vanety and abundance of choice fruits, amongst which 1 
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observed a inrofuaion of figs, peaches, and vines, clustetod 
with their luscious bunteris. He took pride in sJiowing 
me through it, and afterwards politelr invited me to par- 
take of lu»ch, when he produced a red wine of domestic 
mcmufacture, \sdiieh, though rather hoiivy and fruity for 
my taste, possessed a very agreeable flavour; and I hove 
no doubt, when the process comes to be more thoroughly 
understood, a very good beverage will be protbured, as the 
Californian grape, when careliilly cultivated, is of a supe- 
rior quality, not of great size, but exceeding in taste and 
richness. There was also another litpior of Californian 
distillation on the table, which I tasted, called “ affuar- 
dienta:" it is an extract of the. grji]>e, very palatable and 
potent, and improves veiy mueJu 1 understand, by age. 

I mot here again (Jenernl Vnllejo a\i(l Senor i)on Ema- 
nuel Tico, a relative of the goinnal s, and a thorough- bred 
hidalgo ; veiy wealthy and exceedingly i)0}mlar, from being 
passionately addicted to the sports and amusements in 
favour with his countiymen. Jii the course of the pre- 
ceding fall, at Sonoma, he matcluul a hur.se of his against 
an American nag, ladonging to a Mr. Hudspeth, to run 
three hundred varaa (a measure somewhat short of a ytu*d), 
for live thousand dollars, and was Ixiaten by a lietnl, as he 
supposed in consequf3nc(» of a slip at the finish; wJiicJi led 
to a new match, for ten thousand dollars, over an increased 
distance of five hundred varas, to come <^if '»n Easter Mon 
day at the pueblo of San Jose. 

As tlie time was now at hand, tho inlerost became in- 
tense, and the betting both brisk and large; tlie Americans, 
to a man, batdung their horse, and the Spaniards, on the 
other hand, being just as unaiiiinous in upholding that of 
Befior Pico. All bets, according to the custom of the 
country, were staked when made. Easter Monday was, 
therefore, a great gala-day at the pueblo; and, in addition 
to its being a holiday, and having the attraction the 
rfleo, it was the day appointed for holding the election ot 
all the officials of high and low degree under the new 
Californian constitution: so that we had bf.'aux and belles 
tracked out in all their fiiieiy, sporting characters clamor- 
otisiy wagering, and politicians zealously canvassing lor 
their various friends ; making up a niodley of excitemerife, 
bustle, and interest, that mever before had a pmallel m 
this simple eity. 

It was arranged that the race should take precedettee, 
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the start to be punctual at ten o’clock; shortly previous to 
which the whole population and visitors in procession, with 
the horses, moved off to the course, quite close to the town, 
amidst a hum of betting and conversation. Neither of the 
nags showed much breeding, but exhibited a striking con- 
trast in addition, Mr. Hudspeth’s looking like a pampered 
sire, wliile the^otlier appeared as if after a severe attack of 
influenza. The jockeys were much of a size — mere chil- 
dren — clad in only a thin pair of drawers, bootless and 
spurless, carrying only a whip made like a top-scourge. 
The course was perfectly straight, over two beaten tracks, 
about two feet wide and four feet apai’t, mnniiig parallel ; 
it was not staked or roped, but the spechitors arranged 
themselves in two lines, the foot people fonning the inner 
rank, the horsemen the second, those in vehicles const! 
tuting the real'. 

"While the ground was being measured, hundreds of 
speculators, cm’rying about tlieir dollars imd doubloons in 
shawls and handkerciiiefs, kept up a stormy vociferation, 
in whicli it was apparent the American horse had tlie call ; 
and .after all tlie money w’^as staked, horses, mules, and 
accoutrements were betted one against the otlier, until 
four-fiftlis of those on the ground were imx>licate<l in tlie 
issue. During the excitement the lines were somewhat 
broken, and the principals, wiUi some special friends, rode 
along to have tlieni readjusted, affording an opportunity 
of contrasting the demeanour of tlie Spaniard and the 
Yankee; the one, all courtesy and urbanity, politely mo- 
tioning the people back ; the other, in a tone of vulgar in- 
solence, using the most frightful imprecations, and plung- 
ing their horses amongst them whenever they came to a 
Spanish group. I never rem^iber to have ‘been more 
deeply impressed with ineffable disg«st than while wit- 
nessing this exhibition of aiTogant brutality. Talk of 
Americans “ going nliead:” in order to be unencumbered 
in the strife, they cast aside every figment of olden civili- 
zation, not even retaining the fig-leaf of decency or deco- 
rum — at least, so far as Uie Californian emigrants are 
concerned. 

As soon as the lines were again formed, the jockeys w€re 
put up, bare-backed, the houses being only girthed with a 
narrow surcingle, inside which they thrust their knees at 
an acute angle. As they were led to the post, a nervous, 
breathless silence ensued, hearts beat quick, and the 
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strained sight began to ache. They are turned; you might 
hear a pin fall; another throbbing moment — tliey are off! 
— ^yes, they get off at the first attempt, going at scores from 
the jump, the thongs at work from the start. The pace 
was rather good, but the race was not in doubt for au in- 
stant, as Sefior Pico's hoi*se, evidently laboiuing under a 
shoulder strain, never extended himself, so that even in so 
short a distance he was beaten fifty yards. 

The Yankee uproar was terrific, and the inherent had 
taste and under-breeding eviiice<l at the triumph wt>re the 
more repugnant from the placid and good-humoured tem- 
per in which the Spaniards bore their tlefoat. “I kuowed 
we would whip them damned tawneys,*’ and such like ex- 
pressions, met your ears at every turn ; and as tliny led off 
tlie Spanish horses 2)ast their late masters, who were re- 
turning on foot to the town, they lot slij) no opportunity of 
venting their obscene and ribald bufibomay. 

I was induced, by an indescribable fijeling of attraction, 
as if to fill up the measurt} of my loathing at their day’s 
conduct, to look on at a Yankee drinking match, 2>ei:fectly 
in character and keeping with the tenor of their other 
goings on. It took place at one of the open booths on the 
course, attracting a great crowd, and giving rise to fresh 
bettings. The man who won the toss for choice of fluids 
selected port wine, each tumbler having a raw egg broken 
into it — a potion that ai)pcar€d to take his opponent by 
surprise; however, they went to work, mel, witli the short 
necessary pauses, got up as high as tin? ninth glass each, 
when one betrayed s}T:nptoms of distress, and, to make use 
of Lord Norbuiy’s pun, could not “ be egged on” any far- 
ther; for, in atteni2)ting to raise the tenth to his luoudi, 
the stomach rebelled, after a fashion that communicated a 
spasm of nausea to mine, which it required iill the muscular 
power in my throat to subdue. 1 aftemards heard tliat 
the victor vauntingly proceeded to the baker’s do 7 X‘ii, and 
\^ound up by drinking the spectators’ healths in a bumper 
of brandy-and- water. There were private racing matches, 
but the great bulk of the crowd returned to tlie town, where 

the fondas (taveras) and gaming-houses were filled to ex- 
cess. It was observable in the Spanish houses that ladies 
sat down to monte, betting, and smoking their tiny cigai’cttes 
with a most nonchalant air.» 

There was boisteroiis political excitement, ministered to 
freely with strong drinks; but the Spaniards, although 
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possessing votes, did not take any intemt or concern in 
ftke 'i)roceedmgs. In order to see th«ir metliod of con- 
ducting those establishments, 1 went to dine at one of the 
fbndas. The apartment was a dingy one, and the imple- 
ments Were not of tlie most burnished order, but the table- 
cloths were as white as virgin snow, and of fine fabric. 
The fare was altogether confined to frijoles; tortillas (half 
omelet, half pancake), and hashed l>eef stewed in lard, and 
so highly seasoned with chile Colorado as to cause me to 
suck in cool air in order to soothe the palate. They 
are wonderfully addicted to the use of popper, and stiU 
more so in tlie Mexican country, vdiere, I have it on autho- 
rity, that bandits who have been hung and loft to swing in 
chains, as a terror to evil-doers, are never touched by birds 
of prey, their flesh is so impregnated with this pimento. 

Thear© was a public ball in the evening, in a large room 
over one of tlie principal tiendas, which was well attended 
by the Spaniards ; but the gaieties were disturbed in the 
early part of the evening bynhe unauthorised intrusion of 
some .tipsy Americans- Order, however, was quickly re- 
stored their summary ejectioti, when everything went on 
smoothly and delightfully. I looked on in on ecstasy of 
admiration, as the lovely sefiovitas whirled past me in the 
giddy waltz, and gracefully glided through tlie mazes of the 
cotillon, skimming through the figures with a Htlie dignity 
and easy elegance of style that constituted the very “poetiy 
of motion added to which, the irresistible magic of their 
mannors, free from the slightest leaven of coquetr}^ not 
only led captive the ou^r senses, but suggested more tender 
thoughts. I felt this the more sensibly as the fair Fran- 
cisoa graciously assisted my limping Sp^ish, in its efforts 
to utter the feelings of the moment, archly smiling as they 
tsook the form of compliment to heiself. 

Next day I visited the houses of the senate and assem- 
bly, both of which august bodies are accommodated under 
the same roof, one down stairs, the other above ; but, by k 
sort of solecism in the arrangement, die senate, or upper 
house, occupy the lower apaiitment, wliich is a large, ill- 
lighted, badly-ventilated room, with a low ceiling, and ^ 
rough railing a little inside the door, beyond which none 
but the elect may pass^ Each member had a rush-bot- 
tomed arm-chair, and a small desk with station^, which 
was not in mudu requisition. At the farth^ end, the 
B{i^9aker was perched in a species of pulpit; the fioor was 
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covered with a number of little carpets, of various shapes 
and patterns, looking as if every member contributed a 
patch to make up the robe, which had qifite a mosaic ap- 
pearance, the idea of antiquity being assisted by the thread- 
bare state of the whole. A slip of paper was stuck with 
wafers on the door as you entered, labelled “ Wait for a 
pause;” reminding mo of the faiiuliar inscriptions on those 
of the billiard-rooms at home, “Wait foi* the .stroke,” which, 
from the tumult inside, would be the more apposite of the 
two, from the great probability of its ending in blows. 
The other apartment is of precisely the sanxe size, but has 
the advantage of greater loftiness, and exhibits at once the 
ditference of grade betwixt the two bodies in the style of 
the furniture; plain common chairs, flat deal tables, and a 
stripe 6f matting thrown where the feet are erroneously 
supposed to rest, being the extent of accommodation: a 
paltry difference, at best, and, as it appeared to me, at 
variance with the republican doctrine of equality, and tlie 
“ genius of free institutions.” *A notice similar to the above 
was stuck on this door; but had I waited ut the tlireshold 
of either house for a pause, 1 sljould have waited for the 
daily adjounnnent; for the noise and jabbering was as in- 
cessant as the twittering of a flock of swallows chatting 
over tiieir intended migration. 

Nothing can be more remote from the regularity, de- 
cency, and decorum of other deliberative*, assemblies, than 
the proceedings of these bodies. There was no order of 
debate or system of discussion, but a turbulent dinning 
colloquy, made up of motions, interruptions, asseitions, 
and contradictions; several members generally on their 
legs at the same time, and those with legs on the tables 
adding to the tumult by the music of their heels. I never 
could catch the faintest idea of the subject under considera- 
tion, nor is it possible that the merits of any measure 
can bo sifted under such a species of discussion. The 
members meet about ten o’clock, a.m., and are let loose for 
dinner at one o’clock, when they come out with a rush, 
like so many overgrown schoolboys. It is unnecessary to 
add, that smoking, chewing, and whittling, do not consti- 
tute an infraction of the rules of either house : privileges 
that are Accorded also to a squad of slipshod cdcrks or 
messengers who loll abo^t the stores, making a tout m- 
$emhle really unique, and entirely characteristic. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 


Remove into Country Quarters — Enchanting Appearance of the Valley — Delight- 
tvl Climate — Agriculture in the Valley — The Breed of Cattle — Comparative 
Qualities of Native and Foreign Beef — Instinct of Birds of Prey — Bringing 
Cattle over the Plains a Itad Speculation — Californian Horses — Their Powers of 
Endurance — Often crudly Taxed — System of Travelling — Their quick Sagacity 
in avoiding Squirrel-holes — Danger of riding a Strange Horse over the Plains — 
Probable Cause of their Stunted Stature — Lassoing and Ox-throwing — Nice Pa- 
lates of the Cattle-Domestic Fowls and Animals — Few Varieties of Game- 
Visit the Quicksilver Mines — Take a Turn through the Ranches — No Butter, no 
Cheese, in the Spanish Houses, owing to the Indolence of the Males — Other Evi- 
dences of their unconquerable Sloth — Fastidiousness of the Women in Washing 
— The Process — The Duties of the Men — Hospitality of the Spaniards — No Ex- 
pense in Travelling through the Valley — A charming Seiiorita — The Incident of 
the handsome Trunk — Mode of Californian Courtship— Invited to a Wedding — 
Continue my Rambles— The Mustard- weed Nuisance. 

I SHIFTED my quarters from tlio pueblo to the residence of 
Mr. Kell, a gentleman of English descent, settled in a 
lovely quarter of the valley; and as the distance was not 
veiy great, and I a good pedestrian, I sent on my luggage 
by waggon, and set out on foot, in company with a shil- 
lelagh, proceeding leisiu’ely, sitting in the shade at various 
points, to gloat over the gorgeous views tliat unfolded 
themselves in my progress. My path lay for a good dis- 
tance along the Rio Santa Clara, which waters the pueblo, 
and then receives the little tributes of the several arroyos 
tliat meander mumiiiniigly through those fertile plains, 
which are all belted with glorious timber, contributing 
enough of woodland sceneiy to adorn the enchanting 
landscape, and so pleasingly distributed, that officious art 
could scarce devise an improving charm. Animated na- 
ture, too, contiibuted its quota to the effect, in the nume- 
.rous herds of fine cattle dotting the rich pasturage, resting 
in groups beneath the wide-spreading tfees, or standing in 
the cool purling currents, together with herdsiof houses, 
backed in for shelter under thp umbrageous foliage, with 
here and there a snug rancho, disclosed by a slanting ray 
s&nshine. This transcendent picture, reposipg in its 
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grand natural frame of bold and handsome mountains, ex- 
hibited in reality a scene as rich and lovely as ever arose 
ill the warm imagination of Berghem, or was pourtrayed 
by the delightful pencil of Claude Lorraine, imder "th^ 
influence of his happiest inspirations ; and when to its 
unapproachable pastoral charms we add its voluptuous 
and salubrious climate, for which it has been long justly 
celebrated, we have a location for scttlcineuL scarcely 
equalled,, certainly not to bo surpassed, and extending 
over a space of nearly ninety miles long, and averaging 
fully live mihjs in Avidth. 

Mr. K(j 11 has tried field and garden cultivation, the for- 
mer on a veiy limited scale, but the latter with complete 
success, raising potatoes, onions, melons, pumpkins, and 
cabbages of the finest description; and Mr. Walker, a 
friend of his, told me, that at his ranche, near the Mission 
of Santa Clara, he last season secured two excellent crops 
of potatoes, putting in his second one early in August. I 
did not S(!G any grain, but it lias been raised in particular 
localities susceptible of imgation, which is iiuUspeusable 
ill most seasons. This confirms me in my opinion of the 
general unfitness of California for (.‘xton^iive agricultural 
oj)erations. Great varieties of rich clover and indigenous 
grasses coat the plains in dense fleeces, exhibiting a suc- 
culent luxuriance, coiToborative of my previous observa- 
tions regarding portions of the Sacramento valley, and 
proving that the moisture and genial temperature of the 
earth, essential to vegetation, are present'd by its being 
sheltered from the exhaling rays of a scorching sun by 
the thick close growth of herbage that is consequent on 
pasturage. 

The breed of cattle is not to he excelled for milk or beef: 
and there is a peculiarity about them as contradistinguished 
from those that come across the plains, or those in our 
own eountiy, that is strikingly remarkable; for their flesh 
can* boused immediately after slaughter, eating as tenderly 
as if kept in the best ventilated meat-cellar, under the 
superintendence of the most watchful epicure for the pro- 
scribed time. This I had a good opportunity of testing, as 
Mr.iMurphy, a brother-in-law of Mr. Kell’s, came up to the 
corral the e\'fening after my anjval, with a cahalUida (band 
of horses) and a largo drov« of cattle for tlie Stockton 
market; and, as he was accompanied by a number bf Indl^ 
vaqueros, he killed an ox to supply them with rations. 1 
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did not much appi’ove of the method- in which this opera 
tion was carried into effect, as, in my mind, the mode in 
vogue amongst tl»e miners — that of shooting them — is 
i^ueh the speediest and most tidy plan. The animal, in 
this instance, was first lassoed, then tripped Tip with ropes, 
and while kicking and struggling violently^ was bestridden 
by one. of the men, who plunged a long knife into his 
throat, taking fully two minutes to accomplish a deed that 
miglit have been achieved in Jis many seconds. 

I dined on a steak cut off this beast before the process 
of skinning Avas completed, and never, either in Dolly’s or 
Jose’s, have 1 eaten a more tender morsel. The extraor- 
dinary instinct of the carrion croAv and turkey-buzzard on 
those occasions is somewhat Avon derful; for, although you 
rarely if ever see them in your rambles, the lasso is not 
well around the victim ere you observe numbers of those 
gloomy birds of prey moodily perched on tlie neighbouring 
trees, waiting. for their repast on the entrails, Avithout your 
being aware of tlieir stealthy approach. 

The speculation of bringing cattle across tlie plains, in 
anticipation of a scai’city from an increased consumption, 
has proved rather disastrous, as I learned from Mr. Murphy, 
a competent autlioi’ity on the subject, that one-tenth of tho 
number is not noAV slaughtei’ed for food that used to be 
formerly, Avhen a trade AAas canied on in hides and tallow. 

The horses are under-sized and light-limbed, but other- 
wise well-proportione<.l, and capable of enduring fatigue 
and fasting to a maivellous degree; (jualities that I fre- 
quently saw cruelly taxed by thoir OAvners, avIio set no 
value on tho noble animal, riding one always on the full 
loup till he is used up, then turning him loose and mount- 
ing a fresh one. A late tourist hi California thus describes 
tlie manner of equestrian tmvellhig there: — ^“‘To account 
for fast traA'elling in California on horseback, it is neces- 
sary to explain the mode by which it is accomplished. A 
gentleman Avho starts upon a journey of one hundred miles, 
and Avishes to perform the trip in a day, will take Avitli him 
ten fresh horses and a vaquero ; tlie eight loose horses ai’e 
placed under tlie charge of the vaquero, and are driven in 
front at the rate of ton or twelve miles tin hour, according to 
the speed that is required for tho journey. At the end of 
twenty miles, tlie horses Avhi^jh have been ridden are dis- 
charged, and turned into the cahalladay and horses Avhich 
* diave not been ridden, but chiAon along Avithout .weight, are. 
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saddled, inounted, and ridden at the same speed, and so on 
to the end of the journey. If a horee gives out Irom inabi- 
lity to proceed at this rate, he is left on the way-side ; the 
owner’s brand is upon him, and if of mty value, be can be 
recovered without diliiculty. But in (California no one 
thinks of stopping on the road on iiccount of Ihe loss of a 
horse, or his inability to travel at the rate of ten or twelvt 
miles an hour: horseflesh is clieap, and the aniinnl must 
go on as long as he can, and wlien lie cannot traAel longer, 
he is left, and anodier substituted.” 

Tlie watchful caution and the sagacity of the Californian 
horse in avoiding tlic squirrel-hoies, Avith which tlu* ])hiins 
abound, are rather surprising, as one would imagine it 
would he impossible to discern them wJien going at top 
speed; yet a horse bred and reart al iu the tituiiitrv rarely 
makes a faux pas. Nor does the nathe ridti* twer bestow 
a tliouglit on them as he races along, riata in liaiid, in 
pursuit of a wily mule or a wild stO(.r, though for my part 
I would rather ride a steeple-chase over the stifl’ost sections 
of our (Jonnaught countiy than cross those plains at a 
three-foot canter. Tlie American horse cannot even walk 
safely amidst those ImiTows, as Avas lamentably proA'ed 
during iny stay in the valley, in the death of (I'aptain 
Fisher, reiulting from a severe lull from a liorse purchased 
from an incoming emigrant. 

I conceh’e the stunted stature of tlio Californian horse 
is ascribablc to breeding “ in and in;” for randieros pay no 
attention AAhatover to changing the blood, it is curious 
enough, tluit notwithstanding the consanguinity of the 
Mexican and Californian, and their verisinAilitndo of tastes 
and customs, the latter never thinks of breeding mules, 
which animal is such a general favourite Avitli his soutJieiii 
neighbours. All those to he found in Alta (hilifornia Avere 
either lu'ought ov^er the plains by Iho Ainerican emigiants, 
or by the Sonorians or Mexicans coming up to die mines. 

•I have already noticed the expertness and precision of the 
Spaniards in throwing die riata, and their skill as horse- 
men; but in the valley of San Jose I saw both acquirements 
carried to still higher perfection, and a ucav mode of dealing 
with an obstinate ox, which, after breaking the riata, av«s 
still followed up by the rider, and when making a short 
turn, as the pursues reacly^d his quarters, got a sudden 
jerk by the grasped tail in the opposit€^ direction, which 
brought him to the ground with a concussion that stunned 
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him beyond further resistance. I have been also assured, 
on respectable authority, tliat it is not an unusual feat to 
catch wild geese on the lasso, which I can readily believe, 
from having seen the j)roximity into which they will i)ermit 
you to approach; so that a noose, thrown dexterously 
amongst the flock, is likely to catch either a neck, leg, or 
pillion. 

The water in the arroyos is clear and limpid in the 
extreme; free, too, from any peculiarity of taste to the 
human palate. Not so, however, with the bmte creation, 
who may be seen coming daily of their own accord, in vast 
elongated strings, single file, crossing several of those 
streams, until they reach tiie particular one tliey relish, 
and, after slaking their Uiirst, returning to their own beats 
in the same order, never stoppihg to browse or commingle 
with the other herds through which they pass. 

Pigs of an improve<l breed are plentiful in the valley, and 
propagated largely by the settlers from the Old Country: 
but the Spaniards esch(3W them alive, and decline the use 
of porcine diet, not from miy qualms of conscience, but 
from scruples of stomach, arising from the uncleanly 1 mbits 
of the animals : an arrogance of palatial taste which, I be- 
lieve, is not indulged in by the proudest nobles of Old 
Spain, and one that is supremely ridiculous in^a people 
who are culpably lax in many of their tastes and customs. 
Sheep are not bred or fed in the valley, from th(‘ number 
of coyotes that abound there, but are brought up through 
it to the Fnuicisco market, from the Monterey district. 
They are of a gaunt and miserable description, light in 
carcass, ni.aking diy and flavourless mutton; hut as fine 
poultry as are m ])e met with in any countiy may be seen 
around eveiy rancho. The only game of any description 
is the grizzly bear and hlack-tailed deer, the varieties of 
the feathered tribe being confined to those I htivci already 
enumerated as resorting to the valley of the Sacramentu. 

I made an excursion to the quicksilver mines of Mi*. 
Forbes, accomi)lishii]g a distance of thirteen miles under 
forty minutes. They arc situated on a slope of the wostorn 
range of mountains by wliich the valley is bounded, and 
abound in ore of tho very richest description. They are 
easily worked, but have never been managed on a systematic 
or profitable senile. .Now, however,, from the enormous 
demaud for the artichi as a subsidiary' agent in the neigh- 
bouring gold mines, the proprietor, in conjunction with a 
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company of scientific capitalists, is making very extensive 
preparations for working tliein. Thei'e are said to be other 
quicksilver and rich silver mines "in the valley, but their 
whereabouts is kept a profound secret, pending the settle- 
ment of the disputed title question. 

I made my billet for the night at the rancho of M, 
Navizes, a geutleinan of good Spanish family, that came to 
settle at the original colonisation of the couiiiry, obtaining 
a grant of the largest magnitude. The residence is of 
adobe bricks, and must, at its first erection, liave been a 
goodly-looking country residence ; but, from want of repair, 
its exterior has contracted an a]q)(3aranc<i of d«3cay, which, 
however, does not extend to the inKnior, whicii is still 
commodious and comfortahlo. 1 was most hospitably re- 
ceived, and regaled on the usual faro of stewe<l beef, served 
up somewhat in the shape of ciirrie, with tort illas and cotiee. 
There was plenty of rich milk, buUno butter; and, to my 
suiq)riso, I found that neither it nor chijcse is. generally 
made by the natives, who, on i)articular occasions, purchase 
it from the other sc'ttlers. This unprecedented and dis- 
gi’aceful state of things arises from the incorrigible letluu’gy 
and indolence of the men, who rest satisfied with the single 
article of milk, declining ^o enlarge their domestic com- 
forts at the slight trouble it would cost them of catching 
and taming to the habit of hand-milking n few more of the 
fine animals by which they ai’e surrounded. The women 
ai’e thus exempt from any blame in the matter; and, from 
two iiiKStances that (?unie williin my observation, where Irish 
settlers took Spanish wives, I am convinced that, if they 
were afforded the opportunity, they would not only supply 
their house];iold demand, but extend their dairy operations 
to meet the vast and profitiiblo demand which has latterly 
sprung up in California for fresh butter. 

But the inborn sloth of the nude Spaniard is so deeply 
rooted that it appears hopeless to think of extiipating it, 
either by stimulus or example, of which no furtlier proof 
need he sought than their continuing to use tlie old abomi- 
nable cavreta, while they see their new neigliboiirs bringing 
loads on tlieir commodious waggons, with a single yoke of 
oxen, which it would require tlirec yoke even to move in 
their i)onderous, ill-Contrivod vehicles. They have not a 
spai'k of ambition in their liature, save tliat which is akin 
to the lust, of savage pageantry, in adomiug their persons 
with gaudy attire, and arraying their steeds with glittering 
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cai>arisous. The limited duties which are indispensably 
forced upon them, such as keeping their herds together, 
occasionally driving some to market, killing one for con- 
sumption, and cutting firewood, are only discharged under 
the compulsion of circumstances; for I really believe that 
if they could eke out existence on the suction of their 
thumbs, they would never be roused into action, unless it 
were by the exeitoment of a hull-fight or the attractions of 
the gamin g-tablo. It is not, therefore, to be deplored that 
such a country as California is passing away from the occu- 
pation of such a rax^e; nor do I conceive it unelniritable to 
dc^sire tliat the finer region of Sonora may soon come into 
tlie possession of some more energetic nation, that will 
make its mineml and other resources sul^scrvient to the 
increasing wants of mankind. The females, as 1 before 
observed, are worthy of a fai’ better order of helpmates ; for 
all that comes within their province is tended with a cai’e, 
taste, and assiduity in strange contrast with what I have 
already noticed. Even in their washing they are so sciii- 
pulously particular that they think nothing of going from 
eight to twelve miles to find water of good detergent pix)- 
perties. Indeed, in washing tlii^y nniy be truly said to ex- 
cel, obtaiuing great purity of colom*, and putting linen out 
of hands witli an artistic finish that leaves nothing to be 
fleshed. The first part of the process is gone through with 
the soap-root, which abounds in the valley; the next witli 
an excellent home-made soap, resembling whfit we call 
Castile, which both cleanses to perfection and imparts a 
bouquet to the linen which is both palpable and agreeable. 

TJiere is one virtue that must not be denied to th(j Spa- 
niards ol* California: that is, hospitality, which ^ey exercise 
with a hearty graciousnoss that wins upon your partiality, 
notwithstanding all their other shortcomings. It also pre- 
vails amongst tlie foreign settlers, in its most genuine form; 
so tlmt, unlike tlie valleys of the Sacramento and the San 
Joaquim, where the worldly mania has superseded tliat do- 
mestic virtue, a .man may travel where he pleases without 
incurring any expense whatsoever, even were he inclined to 
be extravagant. I never spent a night in any ranche in 
that district witliout finding other stiimgers, who were at- 
tended witli a degree of kmdly solicitude tlmt could not be 
purchased at a. house of enterfeiiument. 

In recording the hospitality of M- Navizes, I cannot ne- 
^•p.M'fTrlvforc'et. the 'cueenlv manner 
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in which his lovely daughter did the honours of the estab- 
lishment. Although quite a young girl, scarce seventeen, 
and rarely moving beyond the sphere of her paternal hearth, 
she was not only free from any emharnissing shyness, but 
deported herself with a modest self-pr>ssossion and nmvetc 
of manner that would excite admimtion in the most refined 
society. In the course of the evening I observed a hand- 
some, liighly-oniamentod truidv at one cm I of tlie apart- 
ment; and in noticing its docomtivo finish, I tliought I 
detected a fransient blush suffusing the delicate cheek of the 
maiden, and a slight hesitation of expression, which made 
me apprellensi^'C tliat I had broached an unpleasant sub- 
ject, until, on looking round, 1 was reassured by the happy 
chuckle of Sefior N., who ])layfully pressed the fair girl to 
gratify my curiosity regarding it: but she evaded the pa- 
ternal request, and hurried into an adjoining room, casting 
back a soft, mild frown, whicli appeared on very iiitimato 
terms with good humour. 

TJio history of mnleta (trunk) was then narrated to 
mo by the old man. In (.•alifomia, it is Uie custom, when 
a young gentleinau (Conceives an attachment for a fair lady, 
instead of avowing his j)assiou in stammering sentences, 
to send a handsome mat eta to his swe(‘theart, containing 
various articles of female apparel of the finest and most 
fashionable description. If slie accepts and retains the 
present, it is considered equivalent to a rer <)gnition of the 
swain’s pretensions; but if returned, he ‘ must bow to bis 
hard fate: a primitive sort of proceeding, that tends to 
supersede all the painful “hemming,” “hawing,” and “that- 
is-to-sayuig” inseparable from a rkd voce popping of the 
question; while, at tlie same time, in adverse ciroum- 
stances, it relieves the senorita from the harsh necessity of 
prononneing the cruel decree, and withstanding the piti- 
able sighs of the lovelorn aspirant while receiving his 
future doom. Hefiorita N., her father told m(?, had, with 
Ifis consent, decided on retiiining her mahtn, and an early 
day was fixed for the marriage, at which I was pressed Uy 
be a guest during the usual festivities, hut my other ar- 
lungcments compelled me to forego the i)leasure. 

I continued my delightful rambles tlirough the valley for 
several days, exploring its nu>st secluded retreats, penetrat- 
ing to its most retired beauties, and visiting most of the na- 
tive and foreign ranches, Uiose of my countiymen amongst 
tlie .number, where the veritable IMilesian “ cead mile faiUe'' 
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awaited me, which I enjoyed with die greater satisfaction 
and delight, as I felt assured that the easy, affluent circum- 
stances of dxiy friends warranted them in indulging their 
natural disposition to a most liheral extent, without in the 
slightest way trenching upon their resources. On some of 
the happy evenings I spent amongst them, it atforded me 
a tearful pleasure — appreciating another fine trait of na- 
tional (iharactor — to witness the strong feelings of sympathy 
and sorrow they evinced in adverting to die miseries of 
their suffering brethren at home, starving and dying,” as 
they said, “ on the gr(?en fields of 2)Oor Erin, while they had 
enough and to spare in a foreign land.” 

Amongst all the settlements I did not see any amount of 
cultivation Avorth noticing; not that there are not many 
districts where com could be successfully raised; but the 
unusual trouble of irrigation, and the scarcity and dear- 
ness of labour, couple<l with the moderate price of im- 
ported flour, caused agriculture to be neglected. There is 
one national nuisances the valley is subject to, which it is 
found next thing to impossible to abate: I mean the wild 
musttird, which invades the richest pasturage, covering 
lai'go' tracts of the choicest land, to the annihilation of all 
other vegetation ; foi* it is of such rank growdi that it attains 
a height of nine and ten feet, and its small seed is carried 
about by the slightest current of air. From experiments 
that have been made it has been ascertained that it could 
bo destroyed by repeated cuttings down during the season; 
but as the germs are found to be dispersed and deposited 
with the or<lure of the cattle, all attempts, unless unani- 
mously adopted, must prove useless, where, in the absence 
of all fences, the cattle of the careless ronchero may wan- 
der over the grounds of his more painstaking neighbour. 
When sprouting in the eai*ly spring, the young shoots 
the mustard make most tender and delicious greens, su- 
perior to our early York cabbage or spinach; and in the 
fall, thatall stems, which ai'c quite as large as those of the 
sugar-cane, rot and wither into the earth, barely leaving a 
^ ti’ace of tlieir existence. 

During all my wanderings in tlie valley, I saw' only one 
snake, and that of veiy diminutive dimensions — not thicker 
than a large worm, llattlesnakes were said to exist there, 
but none have been seen for yq^rs. 
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Ox my return to Mr. Kells, I found sonic letters iiwaitirig 
nio which called nio buck to Ernncisco: ruther a pro voicing 
thing, as 1 had laid out niy accounts to n Isit Monterf^y, San 
Diego, and the coast countries in that direction. I aLso 
found other food for ve.xation, in the scrawled and blotted 
state of a large notediook that I bad left in my room, con- 
taining memoranda of my rambles, which, as I transcribed 
and amplified, 1 erased, that I miglit tlie more readily refer 
to the remainder. It aiipeared that an Indian muchuca 
(young girl), who had acted in the capacities of chamber- 
maid and kitclien-maid, got bold of tlie book, and amused 
herself ill manufacturing hieroglyphics in imitation of mine, 
rendering several pages completely illegUile, which entailed 
consideralde trouble on me, and afforded me tlie satisfaction 
of getting laughed at, as I took the unsophisticated crea- 
ture to task for the mischief. 

I set out next day on my return, packing my kit on a 
second horse, and taking a vaqnero ,with me to bring back 
the animals; but on reaching tlie embarcadero, I had the 
mortification to find that the little steamer had been witli- 
drawn from the station; and as at that season the winds pre- 
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vilil from the north and north-west, causing sailing craft to 
make tedious passages, I determined on sending my lug- 
gage by water, and going overland myself. But to accom- 
plish tills, it was necessary either to buy or hire a horse, 
as 1 could not take Mr. Kell’s nag any farther. I ascer- 
tained on inquiry that I might suit myself at a Mr. Martin s, 
whose rancho was a few miles off, in the direction in which 
my route lay. As 1 was proceeding towards it, walking 
leisurely, in a meditative mood, tlirough a herd of cattle, 
a jealous bull broke in upon my reverie, and made me re- 
treat precipitately into some trees, that very fortunately 
were close at hand, amongst which I twade.d him, and by 
means of a riven limb got into a fork aboTit eight feet 
from the ground. He came right under mo, bellowing and 
tearing up the earth, and pertinaciously remained, though 
1 waited half-an-hour, hoping to tir(3 him out; but as no 
reprieve appeared likely to arrive, and seeing tliat my only 
means of escape was by shooting him, I di-ew my pistol 
from my holt, and stretched my arm down. He at the 
same time raised his head up until the muzzle almost came 
in contact with it, thus enabling me to make a certain and 
speedy job of it, foi* he fell with the report, and scarcely 
even quiverc<l. 

Mr. Martin is a gentleman well advanced in years, and 
nearly transmuted into a Spaniard, from his long residence 
ill the coimtiy, not even speaking his own language fluently. 
He is a native of Scotland, and mis cast away on the coast 
some twenty-five years ago. He led for some time an erra* 
tic and strangely (diequered life, until he became the inmate 
of a Spanish family, amongst which be found his present 
wife, with whom he received, as a marriage portion, his 
present rancho, one of great extent and fertility. 

S^ora Martin reminded me of Dr. Parr’s jiedantic de- 
signation of the late Ijady Blessington, being really a 
“gorgeous” pereonage — tall, finely moulded, of that volup- 
tuous style of beauty that comes within (George the Fourth's * 
category of “fat, brown, aud forty.” Her three daughters 
are about the most faultlessly beautiful girls I ever saw; 
and in that country, where personal cliamis are so wfrrmiy 
appreciated, and marriages take place at so earl}'' an age, I 
expected to have discovered several maletas in the house. 

1 did not meet so well fnmishWl and regulated a house- 
hold in all my peregrinations as Seflor Martin’s; eveij 
article being of a good and handsome description, all in 
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their proper places, and scrupulously neat. The house, a 
spacious one, contained several rooms, all distinct from 
each otlier, entered from a long piazza extending along the 
entire front of the huilding. 1 here revelled in the luxnry 
of a regularly-furnished bed and chamber, stretching my- 
self betwixt sheets of snowy whiteness, and nestling my 
head on a histefully fringed pillow, secure from the shafts 
of the sleepless iiiusquito, within gauze curtains arxnnged 
ill the stead of other dnqiery, witli a Yankee clock to en- 
ti’ftp me into a long inoming's nap. 

T could not induce Sehor Mfu*tin to sell me ti horse or 
mule under any consid<*ration ; hut I luwl tli<; option of 
choosing any one from amongst liis entire stock, selling it 
when 1 reached my destination, and sending him theipro- 
<*.e(}ds l)y a trading captain ho named: a kindness for which, 
1 suppose, I was iiKlebted to my being a brother Briton. 
But, notwithstanding the urgency of my business, he 
would not hear of my leaving next day, on whicli, the day 
being Sunday, 1 accompanied >Sehora Martin and her in- 
teresting family to jirayors, at the Mission Church of Santa 
Cbu’u. Our drive was a sweet one of nearly four miles, 
principally over Seflor Martin’s lands, partly in the direc- 
tion of the iiiieblo of San Jose. 

The Mission is built, in unison with the prevailing de- 
signs of tliose ecclesiastical establishments, the rectories 
and church, of adobe, and is in a better state of repair 
and preservation than most of tlie other Missions; owing, 
I conceive, to its contiguity to the pueblo, as several ofthe 
inhabitfuits make a practice of freipienting it on church- 
going days, in preference to hearing mass at home; for 
they can combine recreation with piety in strolling along 
the noble alameda (shady avenue), wliich extends the greater 
part of the way, in whose delicious shade devout reflections 
and inspirations of sanctity are w^ont to he invoked by 
pious pilgrims as they saunter along to tlie shrine of their 
religious duties. Those devotees,, on .the day in question, 
as indeed on all occasions of the sort, were }>rincipally 
composed of the softer sox, the others contenting them- 
selves with a bare profession of fitith, being rather 
than 2 nllar 8 of the church, as some wag remarked of a 
great stickler for his creed, who never entered the precincts 
of such an edifice, or snlijected himsell* to any of its-»ell- 
denying ordinations. 

The inteiiior of tlic chui’ch is spacLous.^but |dain even to 
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coarseness. It is hung round with prints and figures, pa- 
rables in painting and car\'iug, in which the design is so 
obscure -ihat, like the signboard where tlie identity of the 
lion was doubtful, tliey require a key to elucidation. There 
is only one padre now attaclicd to the Mission, whose 
labours are altogetlier confined to his clerical duties ; for 
there, as wxdl as in all the others, the schools of trade and 
education have been abandoned, and the Indians pennittcd 
to relapse into tlieir primitive barbarism. 

A body of French Jesuits lately visited the valley, with 
a view to promote secular education; hut the jealousy of 
the Spanish clergy was so invotcuato, that they would not 
be allowed any footing, much to the chagrin and disap- 
pointment of the numerous settlers, one of w’hose most 
perplexing diflicultios is the education of their children. 

The lands around Santa Clara are about tlie finest in the 
valley, and are principally in the possession of “ Old Coun- 
try” settlers, who bought their interests from the different 
incumbents: i)urchavscs which, I have my fears, will be 
disturbed, from the tenor of Ciu:ey Jones's report respect- 
ing church property, aheady quoted, and from the fact that 
tlie present oecupi<3rs, for the most part, are immigrants from 
the “ sea-girt isles.” There arc the remains of extensive 
orchards, gardens, and vimyards adjoining the church and 
residence of the padres; but the walls have crumbled down, 
and tlie uupruiujd trees have run into a tangled mass of 
wild shoots, looped together with the tendrils of various 
parasites, bearing only an abortive fruit, that conveys a 
faint resemblance of the delicious varieties that hung upon 
their branches in thos^palmy days of Mission management. 

Next morning, through tlic kindness of my excellent 
host, 1 was saved the trouble of selecting a horse; for after 
breakfast I saw a spicy nag, fully caparisoned, paraded in 
front of the liouse by a vaquero, which Sohor Martin 
infonned me was intended for my use, at the same time 
giving me a superb pair of Mexican spurs as a souvenir; ' 
after which 1 went to say my addios to the ladies, who were 
in a group under tlie verandali, constituting a family pic- 
ture, tlie veiy personiheation of domestic felicity and per- 
sonal loveliness. I felt an affecting tingle peivadt^ my 
nerves as I went through the ceremony of leave-taking, 
which was augmented in no smalLdegi’ee as Sefiorita Julia, 
gently pushed fonvard by her mamma, presented me with 
a pretty silken purse, tlie joint production of the fair sister- 



hootl ; a compliment so gracious, so wholly unexpected, and 
tendered by so young and lovely a girl, with such an art- 
less but enchanting sincerity of manner, that it impressed 
me with emotions of the most tender gratitude, which, I 
fear, f failed to convey with becoming feeling in the few 
tliaiikful expressions of acknowledgment I managed to 
utter. I cantered off amidst the kindly addios of tiiis 
charming family; and as I rapidly skii-ted the extremity of 
the Ixjautiful bay, I resigned niy horse to his own impulses, 
carried away in a current of niminations on the subject of 
mah'tas, and that pantomimic mode of eliciting reciprocity 
of sentiment on the most important ainl eventful condition 
of society, while I also indulged in inti'rjectional conjec- 
tures as to whether or not Sefloritii Julia had ever had a 
uudeta sent her. 

The scenery along the bay shore U t>f a (pii<^t but j)lcasing 
cliaracter; the mountain si<ies and skirts serratc'd with deep 
ravines, demsely timbered, and optuiing into numerous vis- 
tas, a<'ross which the diH:r bounded, stai-tled by the unusual 
eclHH‘s of my progress. At times I (Muorgrai into wide 
tracts of open countiy, subsiding into hangi)ig slopes from 
the ridge of mountains that run j>araUel htitween the bay 
and tlic ocean, covered to their summits with a luxuriant 
growth of wild oats and baj'ley. 

Being alone, and wisliing to reiich Fi'aiujisco Ix'fore dark, 
T pushed along at a pace tliat would kof*p me hi a good 
place with a pack of harriers; and after a f<" .v hours, arrived 
at the rancho of Don Antonio Sanchez, a <listancr‘. of over 
forty miles, just as the family dinner was being served up, 
to which I was hospitably i]ivitcd, and fc^lt just in the vein 
for the meal aft(’r my iipp(.*tising canter. J got there a 
sample of wjuardiente of most excellent quality, tliat made 
as agreeable a potion as iioieen or Cognac: a pi’oof tliat, 
with inoper care, a capital spii'it may be pj'oduced. T restcid 
two liours, and procured a good feed of bfirl(:y for my horse, 
j who 3'osumed his journey with as much pluck aud spirit as 
tlmt in which he had commenced it. 

I got to the Mission of St. Francis Dolores suflPiciently 
early in the evening to give lime for a sti'oll round its pre- 
cincts. The ancient bounds of tJie ^Mission are about the 
same extent, as Santa Clara, and like it, too, tliey are in a 
somewhat better state of^i’epair and ])reservation than the 
general run of those establishments; but there is quite a 
town springing up about it, owing to the pi-evailing epi- 



dfimie of lot dpeoalalion. It is a favourite place of resort 
oii>SuiidsyS' foT’the Francisco Cockneys, who may be seen 
pidtriii&kmg on the bill-sides, paddling about the bay 
*^ores, and scrambling over the lieights, with fully the in- 
dustry 'and enterprising inquisitiveness of their Bow-bell 
brethren on their rural expeditions. The lands are of the 
finest description, and fully cropped with pre-emi)tion 
squatters*, elbowing each other in teiTitorial anticipations. 

The road theneo to Francisco is over and around sand- 
hills; partially covered with scrubby evergreen oak, wild 
gooseberiy-bushes, and other shrubs and brainhlcs, that 
havei^t m yet been baptised in the botanical font; hut 
it is surveyed most of the way, and laid out in streets 
and squares; which ,as I before remarked, bewilder the 
traveller, who, in vain looking for the outlines of the city, 
calk to mind dreadful legends of quicksands and earth- 
quakes of immemorial voracity. I, however, succeeded 
in reaching the real city before dark, and next day, ]>y the 
aid of a little pulling, found a custoinor for the game little 
horse, at a price that must have x^leased, if not astonished, 
my good friend* Mr. Martin. 

And now, gentle reader, it comes to our turn to part, 
after having travelled some tljousands of miles good- 
humouredly together; for rambles, like every othcir sub- 
lunary undertaking, must have an end at some point or 
period. In saying farewell, how ever, pennit me to express 
a hope that we may meet again, travelling “ in search of 
the picturesque” or marvellous; for I do not intend to sit 
down for tlie remainder of my days, kicking my heels 
against the le^ of n^ cliair. Ijike most ramblers, I have 
contracted quite a iSney for change of scene; and if I 
catt only muster courage enough to gratify the propensity, 
you 'wdll veiy probably hear of me on some “dissolute 
isknd,” dressed like Brian O’Lynn, who had “ no coat to 
put on,” waiting for some stray ship to restore me to my 
sorrowing friends. 

Perhaps, too, in recounting my erratic movements, I 
may be enabled to ■weave a moral into the narrative, which 
I vainly endeavoured to do in the present case, though, 
mayhap, such a moral may lie ensconced in a corner Avitli- 
out my ever dreaming of it: a circumstance, 1 am told, 
not of unfrequent occurrence in the literature of the day, 
the majority of authors being siicli a marvellously proper 



loin records^ may become uneonseiouri|^4mbiiedr 
delectable tone of ttieii* nunds, and a fine elliie lesBOia;/ 
ritly brefilv the shell, liecomiag full-fledged befo^ the 
lor of its being even bestows a thought ou the batch* 
of it. 

Betwixt ourselves and the wall,” liowever, I will can^ 
ly admit, that neither tlio jonrnoy nor my book was 
lertoken under any philanthropic impulse. The truth 
that having no j^otatoes to dig at home, I set out with 
iew of keeping my hand in practice by digging in tlie 
intifiil fields of California. But though there was no 
in the crop there, nor greedy landlords to watch me, 1 
:nd that the produce w'as most jealously guarded by 
les, fevers, scurvies, and rheumatisms, ever ready to 
ance upon the avaricious intm(U‘r; and 1 saw some, who 
i*cd to brave the terror of those sleepless guaiYlians, 
rriod to death in their relentless fangs, and ^others, 
ircely more foi tiuiate, traw ling away from the encounter, 
limed and shaken to tbo inmost sourct)s of vitality, 
rmit me to ask you, can “life be swecit” \vhos<j every 
Isiilioii inflicts a sting, that throbs to the agony of some 
aAving malady, whicli is dragge<l out in sighs and 
oaiis, and the torturings of regret and rentorse, tantalised 
luxuries it dare not taste, Jliough within reacli of the 
)ld the acquisition of wliicli entailed tliosc iiTemediable 
iscries? 

Wretched victim of cupidity! your riches are vile trash, 
)ur reiHiiiiigs are unavailing, your sufferings lu’e ineradi- 
hle. (jold cannot avert your premature fate, induce one 
y of consolation, or propitiate tlie sorone sniiles or blcss- 
gs of health which you brntcred w ith the demon of avarice, 
ifo is only sweet Avlion conscience sits calmly on its 
irone, when its source's are unpolluted by disease, even 
lough it he spent ou the bare necessaries required for its 
ostentation. It is seldom the sweeter for gobl. No; gold 
lore IVecpiently embitters its relations; yet, to become 
ossessed of it, we toil, au<i work, and go to law, and fight 
’luitious as w^ell as individuals — and when possessed, is 
; not sc[uandered in health-destroying pursuits and sinful 
ccupatioiis, producing enervating excitement for the 
linute, wliile the hour is eked out in morbid cravings 
lid maddening reflections? On tJie other hand, placid, 
■nalloyed happiness fljfcs its abode in the more bumble 
welling, where gold is a stranger; where the wages of 
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cordon ciro appetite and sweet repose, and where 
tttie pleasure and enjoyment are fipontaneotis visitors to 
Ig^den the panses of labour. I imagine I hear your 
reply: “That is all mighiy fine; but though true in the 
inain» few would accept happiness on the tci-ms, if they 
had the option of gilding their career;” an observation 
in which I cannot help coinciding. Nay, I will go further, 
and candidly admit, even after elaborating these opinions 
with considerable effort, that one of the stronge^^t stimu- 
lants to my scribbling was the desire of gaining gold. 


THK KNP. 






